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Round 2 Interview:    FRED COUPLES  ( -11)      
February 18, 2017 
 

 

Q.  The top of this leaderboard, the first event on this tour, Fred Couples is one of the 

three (inaudible) 65 and tough finish.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Both Billy and I hit (inaudible) drives on 18 and it was in-between club.  I 

wanted to hit 8 at the time and (inaudible) so we looked like Mutt and Jeff out there trying to 

get it in that hole.  It was a good day.  I bogeyed the first hole and I bogeyed the last golf, 

and in between was beautiful golf.  Come out tomorrow firing and hopefully have another 

good round. 

 

Q.  You talked a bunch about how you've been playing this year.  When you say come 

out firing, what does that mean to you, pin seeking or what? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, you know, I'm not one to ever tell anyone I'm going pin seeking 

because I try and hit a lot of shots close when they're good yardages.  Today there were a 

few 9-irons, I hit a few wedges and a couple 7-irons, and the one on 18 is a really easy shot 

and I wasn't really trying to fire at the pin but maybe I should have, and coming off it it wasn't 

a good swing.  But you can go pin seeking with anything, as long as you're hitting the ball 

well, you want to be around the flag somewhere.  

 

Q.  Any shot or hole that made you feel comfortable out there, that made you feel 

good after the bogey start?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I hit a really good 4-wood on the third hole for eagle and from then 

on I played really, really well.  The first hole, you know, I pulled a 7-iron and then shanked a 

7-iron on 8, so I missed one way left, one way right, but it was a good day.  There's nothing 

comfortable or uncomfortable about playing golf, it's just sometimes you get really good 

numbers where you can go ahead and swing, like your caddie will say it's a driving range 

8-iron, and then when they're little shots -- so I try to stay away from that because I feel 

strong enough but I'm just swinging and trying to hit the ball really solid and where I'm 

looking.  You know, another month or so from now I can start dialing in these easy shots 

because it really didn't work out on 18.  It was really a nice cut 7-iron but I need to go at it 

hard.  If I hit 8-iron and pull it, I'll be 40 feet on the green, so just things like that.  But you're 

going to bogey holes.  This is a hard golf course, and when the wind blows a little bit it's 

tricky but I made a lot of putts and a lot of birdies. 

 

Q.  What was the crowd like out there with you and John in the same group? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, there were huge crowds.  They were all out there wanting good 

shots and all of us hit some good ones and we struggled a little bit.  I feel like I putted better 

than John and Billy, but we played well and I just made more putts. 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  Going back to that putting, it seems like anytime anybody mentions how you 

started this year, very hot, very quick, they point to your putting.  Is there something 

you did during this break or is it just coming around? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  No, maybe it's what I didn't do.  I didn't play golf for maybe seven 

months.  I felt like when I quit I was a really good putter and when I came back I kept being a 

good putter.  You know, I like Florida greens, I like bent greens.  I'm from Seattle and live in 

California, but Florida greens, I feel like I read them really well and I putt well on them and 

that really helps any stroke. 
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