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Pre-Tournament Interview:    ROD SPITTLE   ( -4)    
February 17, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Rod, a great start.  You finish at 4 under and you found out how many minutes 

before that you were in the field?   

 

ROD SPITTLE:  You know, we can't make this up.  Truly, 10 minutes.  As you may or may 

not know, I was first alternate last week, same thing, so I was around for three days.  

Obviously you never hope for anybody to get sick or get hurt, of course, but that's just part of 

the deal. 

 

So we were doing the same thing.  Butch and I just kind of cruised over to the range at 9:30, 

and I think what was the first time, 9:45 on 10?  Mike Sullivan, the official, said that John 

Harris was getting ready to back out, to withdraw.  I know John had hip surgery back in the 

offseason, so there you go, be on the tee in 10 or 15 minutes, so how about that. 

 

Q.  And the round turned out fairly well? 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, I'm glad we showed up. 

 

Q.  You took advantage? 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  We birdied, I think I birdied the first hole.  We're still getting warmed up and 

I've still got my car keys in my pocket and all that kind of stuff.  I birdied the first hole.  I 

played very solid.  34, 3 under both nines.  I mean, yeah, so we're going to practice a whole 

lot less tomorrow just like that and show up and then just go.  But again, what a great way to 

get the year started obviously with Boca last week and coming to Naples, and half of Ohio is 

here so it's always great to play. 

 

Q.  You're from Columbus?  

 

ROD SPITTLE:  I went to Ohio State, so I'm part of the northern contingent that comes 

down for three or four months, yeah, exactly.  But again, it's an awfully nice way to get 

started and nice to have a tee time tomorrow morning, that's for sure. 

 

Q.  Have you ever had to do that before, barely hitting any balls and -- 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  I don't think so because again, I've played pretty regularly the last four, five 

years.  Again, that's just one of those things that we do, of course.  Like I said, last week we 

sat around and waited for three days, so I guess it all pays off, so there we go. 

 

Q.  Did you make any long putts? 
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ROD SPITTLE:  I'll tell you, I made a bunch of putts, yeah.  Again, 20-footer on the first hole.  

Let me just see real fast, sorry.  Par 5 I had a tap-in.  16, back to the par 3, 15 feet.  I made 

a long one on No. 6, the par 5, 25.  I might have made three or four 50-footers, there you go.  

 

Q.  Do you do anything differently moving into the weekend? 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  No.  Again, we've done this long enough now, it's just nice to be playing.  

As I said, we know -- it's nice to have folks from Ohio and Canada obviously down for winter 

holidays.  And the course is always great.  We've been down for about a month or so.  We 

spend the winters up in Dunedin and everybody knows the weather in Florida in December, 

January, February has been the nicest winter in, what, 20 years?  You know better than I do, 

I'm just preaching to the choir.  So again it's just nice to be able to stick around.  We were 

headed back home tonight, so we'll have to stick around a couple more days now so that's 

okay. 

 

Q.  What a bummer.  

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, what a bummer, exactly right.  Hopefully we get a chance to talk on 

the weekend. 
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