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Round 2 Interview:  Mark Russell, PGA TOUR Rules Official       
February 17, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Mark, obviously you're here for a reason.  Just kind of assess where we are, what 

we're looking at and so forth.  

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Well, first of all, we were extremely fortunate to get as far as we got 

based on the forecast.  I was expecting to come in here this morning and maybe not even be 

able to play.  But we got to play golf for about five hours and 15 minutes, which was a huge 

help.   

 

So we're going to come back in the morning at 7:00 and hopefully play golf until about 

probably a quarter till 9:00.  We can finish this second round by 2:00 or so.  We'll re-pair and 

start the third round.  So we're hoping for the best.  Matt Morton and his staff do a great job 

here at Riviera.  They're going to be in here very early.  They're expecting high winds tonight 

and they'll probably have some cleanup to do.  But, you know, if we don't get that five inches 

of rain that they predicted, hopefully we can play golf in the morning at 7:00.  We'll delay it 

whatever and do what we have to do. 

 

Q.  There was some players talking about trees falling down.  

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Yeah, we could have played a little bit more, but why?  I mean, I looked, 

went in with Stuart Williams, our meteorologist, looked at the radar.  It's going to get nothing 

but worse as you can see.  So my thought and the staff's thought was let's get the 

spectators and the players out of here and somewhere safe and we'll see what we do 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Mark, how many groups finished two rounds? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  I'm not really sure, I'm not really sure.  We were just playing as much 

golf as we could. 

 

Q.  Did you play the second round lift, clean and place with the anticipation that the 

weather would get worse? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Yes. 

 

Q.  It was okay at the start today, wasn't it? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Yes.  Well, you know, we came in yesterday and we had an excellent 

forecast.  I thought, well, we can get down to one or two holes, and 8 and 9 drain pretty good 

if we didn't finish.  That fog delay, an hour and 15 minute fog delay really put a dent in that.  I 

was very concerned about those players playing the ball down, but it worked out great. 
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Q.  What's the forecast look for Saturday and the rest of the weekend as far as 

catching up? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  It's supposed to get a lot better.  We're supposed to have some possible 

showers tomorrow, but it's supposed to get nothing but better.  

 

Q.  So you're confident we'll finish on Sunday? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Yeah, yeah.  

 

Q.  What do you know about damage on the course?  Is there more than one tree 

down? 

 

MARK RUSSELL:  I think a couple limbs fell.  It wasn't so much the trees falling down but 

the limbs fell off.  When they get wet like this, you folks coming out of the drought and the 

wind starts blowing hard, it makes them heavy and they snap.  These eucalyptus trees --  

 

Q.  That was a eucalyptus?   

 

MARK RUSSELL:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Was it behind 15 or where was it?  

 

MARK RUSSELL:  I heard behind 15 tee right at 17 green. 

 

Q.  Is Sunday a realistic finish for TV?  

 

MARK RUSSELL:  We're going to do everything we can.  If we get lucky tomorrow, yeah, I 

think it's realistic, absolutely. 
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