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Round 1 Interview:    DOUG GARWOOD   ( -7)      
February 17, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  I heard on the telecast I guess you were trying a new driver or something, or trying 

to figure out -- 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, yeah, I hit the M2 last week but it had some left in it and I 

haven't had left for 12 years.  So I got the M1 now and back to normal kind of.  Still fine 

tuning but pretty much what I'm looking for. 

 

Q.  What was the key for you today?  It seemed like just out here, around here that the 

wind wasn't really blowing and pretty good scoring conditions? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, it was good scoring conditions.  Fairways were running a little 

bit, greens were smooth.  I put it in play.  I didn't strike the irons particularly well, to be 

honest, but I made everything I looked at plus a putt or two.  I think I finally missed one on 9 

and that was the first one I had missed since 16.  I made a putt on every hole. 

 

Q.  Any long ones or ones that kind of kept you going? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, I had a nice par save -- I was just 1 under through seven holes 

and then I knocked it on on the fringe in two on 17, two-putted for birdie.  Hit it up there 

12 feet on 18, birdie so I'm three.  Another 12-, 13-footer on 1 so that's four.  I had some 

momentum.  Then I made a nice about a 10-foot par save on 2 and that was the key putt 

there.  And then birdied 3 but then on 4 I hit a terrible iron, I had to get up and down from 

40 yards and that was another momentum saver.  Next hole hit it in the bunker and made 

about an eight-footer for par.  That was a momentum saver.  Same scenario all the way in 

just making putts.  It felt good. 

 

Q.  Kind of a continuation from last year, you ended the season putting well? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Is it nice to know that a few weeks, a couple months off you're picking up kind of 

where you left off after last season? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, I realized about halfway through last year I was putting so 

horribly, that I needed to work on it because I've always been a good putter.  With my back I 

had gotten into bad habits where it hurt to follow through.  So I started working on it, so this 

offseason, even though I didn't touch a club for a month and a half, I putted a little bit.  So 

the fact that I put some time in on it, it's maintained.  It was mostly the back, I think.  I wasn't 

used to -- you follow through on a putt and it hurts, how are you going to make a putt? 
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Q.  How did you get around that? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Well, this was back, this was after a whole year with a back injury.  So 

it's still stiff, it hurts right now, but I'm used to it.  It's like a dog with three legs, you 

just -- what do you mean I'm supposed to have four?  It's just the way it is. 

 

Q.  They said on the telecast you asked Freddie for his autograph? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, I was joking.  I've never talked to him.  We were standing there 

and we were waiting, waiting for the commercials and whatnot.  Freddie's there and I'm 

thinking, They're just going to bump me for Freddie.  So when he came walking by, I'm like, 

Hey Freddie, can I get your autograph?  And that's the only words I've ever spoken to him.  I 

imagine we'll get paired eventually where I'll say hi to him or something. 

 

Q.  You played well last week, too, or at least you finished well? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yeah, played decent last week.  I've been driving it pretty good.  Irons 

have been crap but I'm putting real well.  You need one thing to be really good and generally 

irons or putter.  It's been putter for me. 

 

Q.  I looked at your bio, English literature major? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Yep. 

 

Q.  Why and -- 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  I like to read. 

 

Q.  Have you done anything with that? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Play golf.  I just -- I was a business major but I really wasn't into 

business.   

 

Q.  I was an accounting major and I really wasn't into accounting either.  

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  I figured I can read.  I love to read, so I can read and be doing 

homework at the same time.  And I've finally gotten back into some good reading.  I just 

finished some John Updike, cracked open a John Steinbeck yesterday.  I was reading a lot 

of spy and, you know, '20s movie history and I just wanted to get back into some fiction, So 

it felt good.  I guess spy is fiction, but not all of it. 

 

Q.  So how much do you read? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  I read every day, yeah.  Yeah, I love to read. 
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Q.  Reading books and reading greens? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  That's right.  Helps my reading skills.  I'm reading Pastures from 

Heaven, but no one's ever heard of it.  It's a smaller Steinbeck, but it's set in the Salinas 

Valley, which I like. 

 

Q.  What is it? 

 

DOUG GARWOOD:  Pastures of Heaven.  I'm pretty sure that's the name of it.  It would be 

great if I misquote my own title.  There is no Steinbeck book like that. 
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