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Pre-Tournament Interview:     GARY PLAYER     
February 16, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Joined this morning by Gary Player, winner of the inaugural Chubb 

Classic in 1988.  Thank you for joining us, Mr. Player.  Why don't you start by telling us what 

you remember from your win in 1988, if anything? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  Well, there were several things.  I think this was, you know, particularly in 

the winter to come over here to this marvelous area and to be playing on so many beautiful 

golf courses they had here and good weather.  The Champions Tour to me was always, was 

a mulligan in life really.  Quite a significant role it played in all of the players that excel on this 

tour, and even the ones that didn't excel, to be able to make a few bucks, because when we 

played there wasn't much money, as you know.   

 

So arriving here and playing in this tournament with friendly people and nice golf courses, 

and then to win it, and I vividly remember if I'm not mistaken I had four straight birdies on the 

back nine to shoot 67 and I think it was Dave Hill who I beat, if I'm not mistaken.   

 

Since then you've had many fine players go on and win this tournament.  I think all the 

players -- a lot of players don't like certain tournaments.  I shouldn't say they don't like, but it 

it's not their favorites, but everybody loved coming here. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  You said that to you the Champions Tour is a bit of a mulligan in life.  

What were some of your favorite parts about playing on this tour?  

 

GARY PLAYER:  When I tell people, invariably it's asked almost every interview what was 

my greatest achievement in golf, I always say winning the Grand Slam on the Senior Tour, 

much to their amazement because I'm the only one that's done it.  They've all tried -- Tom 

Watson, Nicklaus, Palmer, Trevino and everybody -- so it was a very special thing for me.  I 

had this passion about winning nine majors on each tour. 

 

And then to win the British Open and hole a 15-foot putt in a playoff against John Bland that 

enabled me to win nine.  I wanted to try and win the Grand Slam because I knew nobody 

had done it.  And the reason why I say that the Grand Slam on this tour was tougher than 

the others, the fact that they never did it is one proof, but the fact is that you play from the 

age of 50.  You don't join the tour at 20.  At 50 I was in the same physical condition at 50 

that I was when I was 25.  I'm not very far off that now at 81 because I work out diligently 

and extremely hard and I watch what I eat.  So that was my big thrill. 

 

What I really enjoy seeing on the tour at the moment is Bernhard Langer.  He's one of my 

golfing heroes.  He's a thorough gentleman, he's a great role model, he keeps as fit as can 

be and I think he's going to be and I hope he does win the Grand Slam on the senior tour.  

He won two majors on the regular tour.  He was robbed winning the British Open one year.  
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He played in bad weather.  I played with him.  He played in bad weather.  And that's why to 

win a major in golf is so difficult.   

 

I mean, if you take tennis, to win the U.S. Open or Wimbledon, you've got to beat seven 

guys plus minus.  In golf, if you had to beat seven guys, Nicklaus might have won 100 

majors.   

 

And the thing about tennis, when you win a major, you play against the guy in the same 

weather, the same conditions, the same court and at the same time, whereas in golf, well, 

you saw Tiger Woods.  He played in the afternoon at Muirfield.  I think he shot 86 because 

he had the bad weather.   

 

So golf is such a difficult sport.  I was a four letter man at college and golf is more difficult 

than all of them put together.  It's such a punishing, difficult, full-of-adversity sport, which 

makes the fascination of the game. 

 

And so for me it's been a great journey to have traveled more miles than any human being in 

the world coming from a very, very poor family and struggling like a junkyard dog as a kid 

lying in bed wishing I was dead, nobody around me.  But it was the greatest gift bestowed 

upon me because it helped me to face up to adversity which leads to success. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  And now 30 years after your victory, the Champions Tour has evolved 

and grown to what it is today.  How impressed are you with the level of play and where the 

tour has come in the last three decades?  

 

GARY PLAYER:  We went through a very difficult time when the tour was first started.  

People poo-poo'd it, they said we were playing very short golf courses.  As you know, we 

and they play 7,000-yard golf courses.  This Champions Tour is only one shot around worse 

than the regular tour generally speaking.  In fact, what people forget, and it's understandable 

because we can't remember things that happened in the past to the degree that we should, 

but on the Champions Tour when we played, there were many players that came onto the 

Champions Tour and won and they decided they would like to go back on the regular tour 

and they won there again.  And then they came back and won on the Champions Tour.  That 

is self explanatory.  That tells you, that's the whole story about the Champions Tour, how 

tough it is to play. 

 

And psychologically, we had players come out and play on the Champions Tour that I played 

with on the regular tour that weren't that good.  They were good but they weren't that good 

as they were on the Champions Tour because psychologically, what is the thing that makes 

you a champion is the mind, the power of the mind.  They came out here and they said, 

Gee, I'm away from all those young, strong guys now at the latter part of my career, I'm with 

guys that I can drive the ball past because I'm a new guy on the block and I can play well.  

Their mind changed and they suddenly found themselves making more money than they 

ever made in their lives.  So the Champions Tour was so refreshing for people that never 

had a chance to really excel. 
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Q.  Speaking of the German, you were in a Dubai last week so you had -- 

 

GARY PLAYER:  At Abu Dhabi. 

 

Q.  So you haven't slowed down at all in your travels? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  No, no.  I think retirement is a death warrant.  Everybody says they look 

forward to retirement.  Well, that means you're looking forward to dying because they all get 

fat and they never see their private parts again and they're gone.   

 

But no, I work as hard now at 81 as I did when I was 21.  I still travel all over the world.  I'm 

going to Mexico in a few days time and then I might go on to China and I go to South Africa.  

So I keep traveling all over the world designing golf courses, representing a lot of 

companies, raising a lot of money for underprivileged children in six different countries, and 

then doing my ranching as well and studying genetics, which is a full-time job in itself.  So 

no, I keep very, very busy, and my advice to people when you do retire is to keep that body 

moving and stay lean because the minute you start to put on weight, you are starting to die. 

 

Q.  I lost my train of thought.  

 

GARY PLAYER:  That's all right.  We all do that.  Wait until you get my age. 

 

Q.  The Player Foundation, you have a $100 million goal.  How close are you to that? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  Well, plus-minus 60 million.  It's going to be very difficult because how 

long can I live?  Yes, I'm optimistic about living a long time, but you don't know.  Today with 

all the steroids in the meat and the antibiotics in the chicken and the sewage and the fish 

and the sprays and the pollution, it's hard, it's hard not to get cancer.  One out of every two 

men are getting cancer, one out of every three women are getting cancer.   

 

Diabetes now is well on its way to catching them all.  I think diabetes will surpass all of the 

diseases that exist.  It's now an epidemic although they don't want to come out and say that 

now.  In the greatest country in the world, the United States of America, 2.4 percent of 

people exercise and watch their food out of 320 million, whatever the population may be.   

 

So it's very difficult to reach that million goal.  Working very hard at it.  I'm sure along the 

way when people see how successful it's been, I'm hoping that they'll make some kind of 

donations.  People have been very, very kind.   

 

It's been very refreshing for me to change millions of people's lives, particularly in South 

Africa, China, London, where we were responsible for helping them build a home for 

homeless people.  I went through the street one night and I saw these mostly black people 

from other countries lying in the streets and we decided to try and build this home.  I visited 

the home and met the young people.  It's so refreshing. 
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And then you go to China and you build homes for the Asian children.  In South Africa we 

built many schools.  You go to a school and you see a thousand black faces there and say 

this is what golf has done for me.  I mean, golf is the greatest catalyst at raising money.  

We've raised as you know on the PGA Tour, I think they're on the third million now if I'm not 

mistaken.  No, third billion, third billion.  So more than any other two sports put together.   

 

I think the great joy for me, the great joy having suffered and know what it is to have nothing, 

to be able to change people's lives and see the look on their faces.  There's a great song by 

Tom T. Hall, a famous country music musician, and it's called Old Dogs, Young Children and 

Watermelon Wine.  He says old dogs will always forgive you and children are too young to 

hate.  When you visit these children, you see the appreciation on their faces.  They don't 

have any political unpleasant views.  They are full of love and love is the greatest word that 

exists in the English dictionary.   

 

Have you forgotten about my phone call, haven't you?  I've got a horse running in a race in 

South Africa and I've got to listen to that.  

 

Q.  Would you or do you bristle when somebody says, oh, you're just a ceremonial 

golfer now? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  No, not at all.  You see, I don't believe in legacies.  If you look, funny 

enough there was a marvelous story in this morning's paper and I never read it but I followed 

Winston Churchill.  I followed Winston Churchill -- can I continue? 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Yeah. 

 

GARY PLAYER:  If you read and you followed Winston Churchill's history in life, ladies and 

gentlemen, none of you would be in this room today if it wasn't for him.   

 

One of the things that I got the greatest kick in is to see that Donald Trump put Winston 

Churchill's bust back in the oval office because Winston Churchill is my greatest hero of all 

time in spite of his things that people might not have agreed with at the time, but nobody's 

perfect.   

 

He inspired me.  I used to as a young man trying to improve my mind, which I worked on my 

mind an awful lot, I used to listen to his tapes and how he inspired people during the times 

when what occurred in New York was happening almost every day.  It was almost every day 

to his population of people.  But even his legacy.  And I travel the world, I speak at 

universities and schools and businessmen, and if you did a survey across the world, even 

with young students who are supposed to be diligent, I don't think there are more than 

25 percent of students around the world who would know who Winston Churchill is.   

 

So legacies, you hear if you take our great father in Africa, Nelson Mandela, who I spent a 

lot of time with and we raised a lot of money for young black children, a lot of money, you got 
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some young militants already condemning him.   

 

So I don't worry about legacies.  I worry about something that I can do at the time.  I'm here 

to do a good job to the best of my ability in spite of my weaknesses, my best ability that I can 

to improve society and improve the lives of other people.  That's my great dream. 

 

I've been blessed to have the best world record in golf.  That's when I say the best world 

record, nobody appreciates more what Nicklaus has done than me, but I'm talking about 

world.  I once said that and I was misunderstood.  I said that in Michigan and they said I said 

I was the best golfer in the world.  I'm not saying that.  I have the best world record.  I've won 

tournaments in more than 15 countries and have lasted the longest.  That is a big thrill for 

me, so I have a lot to be grateful for.  I still am very ambitious and would like to try and reach 

that hundred if I could, if it's possible.  It's a monumental task. 

 

Q.  Is Masters week your favorite week of the year? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  No, the British Open has always been my favorite because that's where it 

started.  That's were golf started and put us in the position that we're in today.  It's the 

greatest test of all tests because, as I say, it's not just there's the golf course.  Nobody 

appreciates the Masters more than I do having played in it the most number of times, 52 

times, and I've been there every single year since 1957 and have nothing but appreciation 

for it. 

 

But when you go to Augusta, usually if it's 150 yards you know it's an 8-iron.  If you go to the 

British Open, it might be a sand wedge and it could be a 3-iron tomorrow morning.  So it 

tests you more than just your golfing skills.  It tests your ability whether you can play under 

pressure and accept adversity and have patience.  It puts you through the ultimate test.  The 

British Open is the ultimate test of golf.   

 

One of the things I like to tell you folks in this room, you know that Bobby Jones, if I'm not 

mistaken in 1927, to get an idea of what a phenomenal golfer he was, playing with a 

broomstick as a shaft, a ball that went 100 yards less than now, no grooves on the club, no 

rakes on bunkers, no fairways that are cut short.  He shot 285 at St. Andrews in 1927.  You 

know, people are quick to rave about -- I've noticed in golf, they use the word great and 

superstar too loosely.  They always say this is the greatest goal, but they have no 

knowledge, they have no knowledge and knowledge is a gift.  They're quick to give opinions 

without being a fact, and if they only would pause for a moment and see what Bobby Jones 

did is quite remarkable. 

 

Q.  Would you like to have a horse in the Kentucky Derby?  

 

GARY PLAYER:  I would love that.  That's like saying to you, sir, would you like to have a 

son of yours play at Augusta.  That's the chance.  Now that I only breed in South Africa, I 

was breeding over here but getting older, I decided not to, but in sports that's my passion 

other than golf.  It's exactly like golf.  We end up -- I study it night and day genetically.   
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In golf you study and you practice and you end up knowing a hell of a lot about nothing.  

What fascinates me in golf, a man goes to 10 teachers and 10 teachers all tell you 

something different.  Now, how about that?  Not a lot of great teachers, not a lot of great 

teachers in the world.   

 

The man that knew the most about golf, not even a debate, the man who knew most about 

golf was Ben Hogan, but the trouble is he wouldn't tell you.  I played 36 holes with him in the 

U.S. Open.  My first U.S. Open in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1958.  You can imagine how nervous 

I was playing with Ben Hogan.  He said five words in 36 holes.  Somebody said, "Why was 

he so damn talkative?" He said to me, "Morning, fella," and after the 36th hole he said, "Well 

played, son."   

 

I finished second and I was sitting in the locker room minding my own business in this 

massive high locker room.  You have alphabetical order of names, the locker room is hot as 

hell and I was sitting there and H was here, P was here.  I felt this tap on my shoulder and I 

turned around and his face came right like this.  They called him the hawk because his eyes 

are like a hawk.  He came this close and he says, "You're going to be a great player one 

day, son."  Jeez, you know what it meant to me, you can imagine.  That's like Tom Brady or 

Muhammad Ali telling you you're going to be the next champion boxer, so it meant an awful 

lot to me.   

 

Jack Nicklaus knows that this pair of hands here that you see in front of you has hit more 

balls than any human being ever.  That is a fact.  Vijay Singh might hit more than me if he 

lives as long as me.  Because these hands are still hitting balls and Nicklaus knows how 

hard I practice.  And Hogan in typical fashion, always impeccably dressed, was going in the 

locker room to have lunch and he had his jacket halfway on and he turned around and he 

said, "Fella, you practice hard."  I just said, "Yes, sir."  I was dying to say to him, "Just as 

hard as you do," but I didn't.  And Nicklaus loves that because he knows how hard I 

practiced. 

 

Q.  What's it mean to you to hit this shot tomorrow, and besides the Masters, is this 

something that is frequent at all for you to do? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  I think memories are the cushions of life.  Memories are a wonderful thing.  

To come back here -- I'm trying not to do all these extraordinary things now, I'm so busy, but 

I just -- I just had to come back here because of appreciation.  Maybe the word's loyalty to 

the tour, maybe it's appreciation and all the wonderful honors that have been bestowed upon 

me is something that I appreciate.  So it's my pleasure. 

 

Q.  What do you remember most about the week in 1988 when you won here? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  I stayed -- I just love this place, I love this area.  I have a great 

memory -- is it running?  You tell me when it starts. 
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I always remember Trevino.  Trevino was so funny.  We were standing on the practice tee 

and he had just come from the hotel and it took him an hour and 20.  You know what the 

traffic's like here this time of the year if you go at the wrong time.  He says, "You people are 

crazy to live here."  You know Trevino.  "You're crazy to live here."  He says, "I just traveled 

an hour and a half to get to the club here."  And he says, "You guys are all over 80, you're 

going to die soon and you're going to spend most of the time in the traffic."  The way he went 

on, I nearly died laughing. 

 

Also, I stayed with a man called Mike DeGruut (sp) down the road here.   

 

One second, gentlemen and ladies. 

 

(Playing horse race.) 

 

The horse's name is Rhyme or Reason.  Well, I hope it will win.  Not a good start.  Stay 

there, baby.  Oh, no.  How about that?   

 

Now, you see it's like golf, you lose by that much.  But when you're second, you know, 

people always say, how many majors did you finish second in and I said seven.  I said, but 

the only person that knows that is my wife and my dog.  That's how far, over 1400 meters. 

 

Q.  You look great.  

 

GARY PLAYER:  I appreciate that.  I work hard at that.  I watch my diet.  It's unusual that I 

should feel this well having traveled, you know, for 64 years.  Nobody's ever done that in the 

history of the world, the planet.  To have spent your life in an airplane.   

 

Yesterday this man I was sitting next to on the plane, he said, "You know, this is a 10-hour 

journey from Frankfurt to Miami."  He says, "What am I going to do on the plane?"   

 

I said, "Let me tell you something, my friend, sit down."  I said, "I used to come to America 

40 hours stopping four times, no jets, no TV, no bed, no disposable diapers for our six 

children and had to travel that way."  I said, "This is a mere pittance of a journey."  It's 

interesting to see. 

 

Q.  What did he say? 

 

GARY PLAYER:  He couldn't believe it.  He said, "Forty hours?"  I said, "If you saw the 

places I stopped in, you would be quite shocked." 

 

It's amazing how it's changed.  I mean, they ask me now to play -- a company's just asked 

me to fly to Paris for one day a little later.  Just one day and come back the next day.  You 

didn't think of things like that in my time.   

 

You can imagine traveling the tour when we played.  I mean, today they've all got their 
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private jets, they're playing for a million dollar first prize every week.  Arnold Palmer was the 

first man to win $100,000 in a year.  A hundred thousand.  I was leading money winner with 

$64,000 playing 29 tournaments and a stroke average of 69 with crappy old equipment and 

crappy conditioned golf courses and traveling the way we did.  So it's a different time.   

 

So people must be very careful when they make comparisons of sportsmen and 

sportswomen throughout time.  They forget about, say, Bobby Jones playing with a 

broomstick.  They think everybody automatically played with the same equipment in those 

days.  It's quite interesting. 

 

So really I shouldn't be healthy.  It's a gift of God.  I shouldn't be healthy, but I work profusely 

at it.  To go to the gym is probably one of the most difficult things I've had to do in my life is 

continuously go to the gym.  Like last night I was awake at 3:00 because they're seven 

hours ahead, so I went to bed at 9:00, I couldn't keep my eyes open.  I could have gone to 

bed at 6:00 to try to adjust to the time change and woke up at 3:00 and never slept again.  

So the time changes, those are the conditions, if I had lived in America I would have won a 

lot more majors.  But there are all kinds of ifs.  If Ben Hogan, and I'll end up with this, with 

two stories about athletes. 

 

Ben Hogan won nine majors.  He went to war for five years.  Imagine me telling Tiger Woods 

when he won five majors or six majors, "You're now going to war for five years, Tiger."  

Young people can't comprehend that.  It's not in their mind.   

 

Then he comes back and he has the worst accident any golfer or as bad an accident as any 

golfer's ever had and doesn't play for another two years.  So basically in the prime of his 

career he never played in 30 to 32 majors and won nine.  That's food for thought.  How 

many majors would he have won?  He's the only man that won -- well, no, he won -- Tiger 

won three out of the four Grand Slam in one year.  Hogan did that, but he couldn't get back 

to play in the PGA in time.   

 

Now, Tiger Woods and the other players that have their jets, Mickelson, they finish The 

Open at 6:00 at night on a Sunday night, they're in their bed here in Naples at 11:00 that 

night because their jets fly with the time change and they're in their beds at 11:00 at night.  

He couldn't get back to play in the tournament.   

 

And then Rod Laver -- everybody says Federer, Nadal, Djokovic are the best tennis players 

that ever lived.  Rod Laver from Australia won two Grand Slams in his prime.  He was barred 

from playing in the Grand Slam events because he was a pro, because Bunker Hunt, who 

ran the steel industry in America, barred and controlled the tennis tour and prevented 

professionals from playing in the majors.  So he never played in 20 majors in his prime and 

he won two Grand Slams.  So people are very quick to give opinions. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you very much, Mr. Player. 
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