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Round 1 Interview:     KEVIN NA     
February 16, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Kev, not the start you wanted.  We won't talk about that, we'll talk about the finish.  

Man, what a great finish, being patient after kind of a tough rocky start.  

 

KEVIN NA:  Yeah, I got off to a bad start.  I was 3 over after four.  I didn't even feel like I 

was playing bad.  I got unlucky, hit the tree just left of 2 and it just ricocheted into a spot 

where I couldn't do anything, made a quick double there.  There's some holes out here 

where it can happen quickly.   

 

But then I stayed patient, made a couple birdies and made the turn.  No. 1 you have to make 

birdie and I got a bonus, just off the green was a fairly easy chip and chipped it in for a 3 and 

turned and looked up and I said, well, I'm under par.  So it was -- that was the momentum 

changed there, a little chip-in there.  And then I played really solid the rest of the way and I 

thought that putt on 9 was in the jar.  But overall I played great, putted really well, but I don't 

know, it's not looking too good on this weekend weather-wise.   

 

Q.  You got your round in.  Maybe see you on Saturday, probably won't see you at all 

tomorrow.  I want to ask you about the eighth hole.  With the changes to the eighth 

hole, where that hole location was today, how scary is that hole compared to back 

when you first came out here?  It was the hardest hole on the golf course so far. 

 

KEVIN NA:  I chose to go down left because I felt like I could fly the left bunker.  Hit a great 

drive and it's a narrow tee shot, maybe 15 yards wide there.  I split the fairway and I had like 

a 120-yard shot but I'm aiming 15, at least 15 feet left because you go two yards long, off.  

Two yards right, off.  I hit a good shot 20 feet left of the hole with a pitching wedge.  Normally 

I wouldn't be happy, but that's where I was aiming and par, par's a good score, I'll take four 

all the time. 

 

Q.  Shaved edge of that green, it's diabolical now, and it's really neat the way they've 

created that hole the way it is because it was kind of -- it was tight but it was kind of a 

nothing hole.  Just knock it in the fairway, if you got it between the trees it was a 

wedge on the green.  Not anymore? 

 

KEVIN NA:  No, no, they lengthened it quite a bit and they got rid of the trees in the middle.  

A lot of guys are going to go left now.  Before it was just no brainer, it was going down the 

right.  But they made it more interesting, you've got some options.    

 

Q.  Hopefully we'll see you on Saturday.  I don't know if we're going to have any golf 

for you tomorrow.  

 

KEVIN NA:  Well, you just never know.  I hope we can play some golf. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  You don't dwell on the trophies? 

 

KEVIN NA:  No, no, no.  I look at it, I fought hard and made a great comeback.  It could 

have been ugly.  I could have shot over par in a heartbeat but I just stayed patient and 

things started turning around. 

 

Q.  You went (inaudible) third here a few years ago.    

 

KEVIN NA:  Did I?  

 

Q.  And that seems like that's the only stretch you've had since (inaudible.)  Did you 

think at that point that you figured it out?  

 

KEVIN NA:  You know, this golf course is such a difficult golf course and if you don't have 

your A-game, you're just not going to play well here.  Some courses you can hit it so-so and 

chip and putt great and have a high finish, but here, if you're not striking the ball well, there's 

just no way to score. 
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