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Round 1 Interview:    PHIL MICKELSON     
February 16, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Happy to be back at Riviera?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I love it back here.  I haven't played in the last few years.  It's 

been our kids' school break, but this year it's next week and I'm excited to be back here 

playing.  I really do enjoy this course, I just love playing here. 

 

Q.  Given the forecast, is it a little bit more important to get off to a fast start?  I know 

it's always important.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think now with the way we've had it set up, we're going to have 72 

holes.  We may have to finish on Monday if that's the case, but I don't know if it's critical for 

your finishing high in the tournament but it never hurts.  We have great conditions today.  

We really have great conditions to score well, play well.  Course is in great shape, so it's 

important to take advantage of that because I think it'll get a little tougher this weekend. 

 

Q.  Phil, you seemed to strike the ball really well today.  How would you compare how 

you played today to the two years that you won here? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's been a little while looking back on the two years that I've won here, 

but I hit it okay today.  I wasn't, you know, I thought as the round wore on I got a little bit tired 

and didn't strike it quite as well as I did earlier, but I'm very pleased with the opening round.  

It's never fun ending with a bogey, but I think it's a good start.  

 

Q.  I think you addressed this, your ability for longevity in the game.  You've largely 

avoided injury, you've played full schedules year in and year out.  What would you 

attribute that to? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it's a couple things.  I just brought that up last week so rather 

than dive into it, I think there's those two main issues, the style of the golf swing and Sean 

Cochran, the guy that I work with training and what our goals were. 

 

Q.  Can you walk through the 17th where you had the eagle chip? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I hit a really good drive there and was able to get to the green, 

but I had to hit a hard 3-wood and I hit it up over the tree and was a little bit left and it hit, I 

think it nudged the edge of the tent but it got back almost to pin high.  I was just trying to get 

up and down, make a birdie, and I hit a good chip and it popped in the hole.  It really started 

with the drive because it allowed me to get down there by the green. 

 

Q.  How about No. 10, how did that work for you, the first hole? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, the first hole of the day I hit a poor drive to the right.  I had a 

really good lie.  The first time you could actually try to get it by the pin there and I tried it, I 

tried to hit a lob shot and came up short in the bunker and had a tough shot left.  Hit a good 

shot but it still rolled over the green, fortunately it stayed up and then I made the putt.  The 

putt was only about eight feet but it was off the green. 

 

Q.  Felt like 20? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It was nice to start with a par there when it could have been a lot 

worse. 

 

Q.  On that first lob shot that just came up short and ended up in the bunker, when it 

was in the air, did you think it might because it looked like maybe eight inches might 

have done it? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it had a chance.  It needed probably another foot and a half or 

so and it would have been good, but that's a very tough shot.  It's because I put myself in the 

wrong spot.  Anything left of that green and you're fine, you're going to be able to bump it on 

the green and potentially make birdie. 

 

Q.  Playing off your longevity, do you draw any parallels or any contrasts between 

where you are right now and where Tiger is? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  That's hard because it's not a fair comparison just because I'm five 

years older. 

 

Q.  At Torrey Pines you were saying how you were close to 100 percent.  What do you 

feel like you're at now? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I feel, yeah, I feel pretty close to where I'm going to be for the rest of 

the year physically.  I'll keep trying to improve on it, but usually the improvement has to 

occur in the offseason and the maintenance, you try to maintain throughout the year.  This 

year I didn't have a chance to improve much in the offseason because of the surgeries and 

so I'm probably about 100 percent for where I'll be for the rest of the year. 

 

Q.  Are you flying in and out of Santa Monica again? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah.  Last night because I was worried about the fog I ended up 

staying over last night, but I'll head back now. 
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