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Pre-Tournament Interview:     BERNHARD LANGER     
February 16, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How's it feel to be back here?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's always great to be in Florida, especially here in Naples, yeah.  

It's sort of a second home, not far from home. 

 

Q.  That's right.  You've learned, or I don't know about learned but you've had to 

defend a lot.  Do you have a strategy or do you just, you know, say hey, I'm turning 

the page, I've done well here and if I need to draw on something, I can? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Right.  It's really no different from defending or not defending.  It's 

another year, it's a year later and you're just playing the golf course, playing the conditions 

and playing yourself really.  I know if I play well, I might have a chance to win.  If I don't play 

well, I'm not going to win.  So that's what it comes down to.  So I can't worry too much about 

my opponents or any of that, I'm just trying to take one shot at a time and go as low as 

possible. 

 

Q.  Mr. Player's going to have the honorary shot tomorrow.  What does that add to an 

event, especially being 30 years that he won here? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think it's pretty cool that the tournament has existed for 30 

years and it's still going strong.  To combine that with a legend like Gary Player, sure, he's 

won this event. 

 

Q.  He won the first one in '88.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  There you go.  He's won just about most events that he's competed 

in. 

 

Q.  In fact, he had a funny story, '88 he's playing the final round with Trevino.  It took 

Trevino an hour and 20 minutes to get to the course with traffic.  And what did he 

say?  "You people need to get off the highway, it's a terrible way to die." 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I didn't know that traffic was that bad in '88. 

 

Q.  Yeah, it was. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's certainly grown since.  No, I think it's fantastic that he comes 

here and does that and that they honor him and that he honors the tournament.  It's a 

combination of wonderful things. 

 

Q.  Is this a family week for you being so close to home? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, my wife will come over and my son and maybe some other 

relatives as well.  That's usually the case.  Sometimes they're here early in the week, but 

they're always coming on Friday night after school. 

 

Q.  Your son, what's his name? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Jason. 

 

Q.  Jason, what's he doing now? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  He's a junior in high school. 

 

Q.  And the daughter? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the three other kids, they're actually gone.  Two of them are 

married and one is in Ft. Lauderdale.  She might come over, I don't know.  She lives there.  

The other son is in New York and the other daughter in L.A., so they're not going to make it 

this weekend. 

 

Q.  The one daughter played the game a little bit? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  They all play some golf, yeah.  The one was hurt two years ago 

when I had to withdraw because of her back injuries, back operations.  She played for FAU 

golf.  Florida Atlantic University, which is in Boca.  But she's now in L.A.  Yep, her back is 

doing good, that's the main thing.   

 

Q.  When we talked last week, obviously that's really a home game for you.  I don't 

want to say is this better, but is this different, do you have not as many obligations or 

other things you're doing? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Definitely, definitely easier this week in the sense of that.  I mean, 

this morning I gave my Christian testimony at a men's' prayer breakfast, but that's about all 

the obligations I'll have besides I went to the cocktail party for the members and things like 

that as a defending champion.  But I don't have all the side distractions that I would have at 

home and other commitments. 

 

Q.  What's it like gallery-wise whenever you're playing with Freddie or I don't know if 

you play with Daly much, but I heard people -- I mean, he was trying to like get in his 

cart and drive off the first tee and they had to like make room.  He's like, "I'm sorry, I 

have to go find my ball."  Is that different, or I know you're so tremendously focused, I 

don't know how much you notice? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's not that I'm focused, but I've been around and I've experienced 

a lot of things.  No, I can play under all circumstances in all conditions.  Playing with Freddie, 
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just have more people following probably, that's about it.  Everything else is Freddie is very 

easy to play with.  John is the same.  John is really deep down a good guy, just sometimes 

he lets certain emotions get the better of him.  But I've usually enjoyed playing with him.  I 

played the first two rounds with him when he came out on this tour and I played in Hawaii 

with him just three weeks ago.  Yeah, we've been paired together a number of times. 

 

Q.  I don't know I want to phrase it what's it do for an event, but I guess they would 

transcend maybe those two guys beyond your casual golf fan, even what does that 

add to an event when you have more people?  I mean they may know Daly from, as 

you mentioned, some of the other things he's done and not even know he won major 

championships and things like that.  And Freddie just seems to have a following. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, there's different reasons.  Everybody loves Freddie.  They 

love the way he walks and the way he swings and the way he looks.  He's got a lot of 

females following him maybe, I don't know.  And he's just easy to be around really.   

 

And John Daly, they love him.  He's a little different.  Grips it, rips it, hits it further than most 

humans ever think possible.  So he brings something different to the table and that's great to 

have diversity.  It's what we used to have in other people, too.  Trevino was always talking 

and telling stories and stuff like that and Chi Chi was doing his thing.  So we always had 

people that stood out, but just their personalities and how they are and that's a good thing.  If 

we were all the same it would be terrible. 

 

Q.  Well said. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I mean, I remember when Seve and I had a big rivalry going and 

we were very different, but it's that opposite thing that actually enhances the whole rivalry in 

a sense. 

 

Q.  No phone calls from the White House this week? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, things have quited down.  I was never intended to be involved 

in politics.  It never turned out great, either.   

 

Q.  What it somebody asked you are you going to run for president? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, that's a different story altogether but it's a dangerous thing or 

it's not the right thing.  I remember when the apartheid happened in South Africa and then 

they didn't want sportsmen to go and play events in South Africa because they looked at it 

as we were supporting apartheid, which is not the case.   

 

I played Sun City for a number of years.  People had no idea, even certain politicians, that 

Sun City was a homeland called Bophuthatswana, which was run by the blacks all the time, 

not just lately.  And we paid 50 percent taxes.  So if the tournament dished out $6 million, 

$3 million went to the local government in Bophuthatswana, which is enormous for a small 
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place like that.  So it was actually good for the black people there at that time that the 

tournament was happening.  If we hadn't shown up, the tournament wouldn't have 

happened.  So there's always stuff people don't know.  Anyways, don't mix up politics and 

sports. 

 

Q.  One question I'm asking a lot of the older guys this week, what's your favorite golf 

week of the year, I mean for whatever memories you have of it? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's got to be the Masters, Augusta National for me. 

 

Q.  Because of just everything there? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Exactly.  It's a great place, great tournament, fantastic golf course, 

past champions dinner, my victories.  There's lots that make it special.  We have other 

places that are very special, too, but you said one so...  

 

Q.  Just one, yeah, that you look forward to every year.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Right.  Well, I look forward to many of them, but that would be the 

number one.  
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