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Round 1 Interview:    BILLY HURLEY III      
February 16, 2017 
 

 

Q.  A very solid opening round for you, Billy, and with weather coming in tomorrow, 

how important was it for you to bank this score today considering this golf course 

looks like it's going to change dramatically? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I think we have no idea what's going to happen on the golf 

course and how much it's going to change, so getting to play one round and play a solid 

round in the same kind of conditions that we practiced on for two three days here is 

important.  I think it played pretty easy today generally and I don't know what's going to be in 

store for the rest of the week, so it's nice to get a good one to start. 

 

Q.  We talked about this a few moments ago on the live broadcast.  This week you 

wrote a letter to your father via The Players Tribune.  Your father took his life in the 

summer of 2015.  You talked about how much you love your father and that you 

forgive him.  Why was it important for you to pen that letter and release it? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Well, I think it was a step of healing for me.  I think the other piece of it 

was really that everything publicly, because of me playing golf and everything, was all about 

my dad dying and my dad lived a great life for 60-some years.  So I think we wanted to and I 

wanted to show the world who he really was, and too often in tragic situations and suicide it 

becomes just about how they died. 

 

Q.  What has been the response from that letter? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  I can't even describe it to you, Todd.  It's been unbelievable.  You 

know, just the amount of support and tweets to me and emails and texts, it's just been, I 

mean, completely blew me away.  I had no idea it was going to be that well received and 

touch that many people and I'm really happy that it did. 

 

Q.  Billy, great start, 4 under par, good day with the putter? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I did a lot of things nicely with the irons and the putter.  Made 

some good putts, a really, really good putt on 2 for birdie and then hit a couple close and 

was able to convert some three- to five-footers as well. 

 

Q.  You closed fairly strong as well there on No. 7, the approach from middle of the 

fairway, that looked so good.  Did it look as good to you?  As soon as you hit it, did 

you love it?   

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I loved it as soon as I hit it.  I wasn't sure if it was going to get 

hole high or not so I was kind of asking it to go when it was in the air, but it ended up right 

there hole high three and a half feet. 
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Q.  Is this a Billy Hurley III type of golf course, Riviera?  It's a classic layout, the 

players seem to love it.  Do you love it? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  I think it's a great layout.  I actually don't think it's the best course in the 

world to suit my game but I'm certainly pleased with 4 under today. 

 

Q.  Four under's a great start.  What needs to get better or what will you work on, what 

needs to improve to be there come Sunday? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Need to just drive it a little bit better.  Hit the ball in the fairway, hit a lot 

of quality iron shots and, like you said, putted well.  So if I can give myself more 

opportunities out of the fairway, then we'll have a lot for chances throughout the week. 

 

Q.  Billy, is there any correlation between you write this very heartfelt tribute to your 

dad and then play well? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  No, I actually thought I was going to play poorly as a result of that.  

Frankly it was quite an emotional couple days for me within that letter and the response from 

it was, you know, was overwhelming.  It was way more than I ever thought it would be. 

 

Q.  What has been the reaction from your fellow players? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Everybody just has kind of been like really nice, really nice letter, well 

done.  That's pretty much been the extent of it from players. 

 

Q.  How did you come to write that? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  The Players Tribune came to me and said, "Hey, we'd like to do an 

article with you.  We think it would be cool if you did a letter to your dad."  I said, "Yeah, 

okay.  Have you got another idea?"   

 

Then we first started working on it in October and then kind of got a little bit more of it done 

in December and kind of got drafts going in January.  It was quite a long time to really get it 

to completion. 

 

Q.  Cathartic?   

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  I'm not smart enough to know what that means. 

 

Q.  Did it in some ways give you some level of closure? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, it was an important step in like the overall healing.  You know, 18 

months ago it was about my dad taking his own live by suicide and not about the 62 years 

that he had lived.  So I wanted to highlight how good of a dad he really was.  Certainly tragic 
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and completely unbelievable that my dad did commit suicide, but just the -- there's so much 

more to him than just that.  So we wanted to highlight that and then wanted, as far as just 

me personally, there's just closure in that.  It took me a long time and took me a long time to 

get to the place where I could even potentially write that.  And then the last thing, it was 

literally the last thing that I edited and added to the piece was "I forgive you." 

 

Q.  Do you think about him on the golf course? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Unfortunately, sometimes.  It makes it hard to play when I think about 

my dad.  I think that so much of our life was about golf and so much about him watching me 

play, so it can make it kind of -- it can make it hard emotionally to play when I do think about 

him.  I guess thankfully I'm pretty good at departmentalizing, but I think that definitely 

currents of my life and currents of my golf game are from my dad.  That's kind of always 

there. 

 

Q.  Any of his lessons that what you wrote about? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I think one of the things, I wrote "feeling is not reality."  That's 

where you think the golf club is and where the golf club really is oftentimes feels miles apart, 

so that's definitely one thing. 

 

I think that he always taught me to try and play even keeled, you know, and I've kind of 

morphed that along the way and realized that when I was younger it was, even keel was 

never experiencing emotion, never being happy, never being upset.  Now it's like actually 

you have to experience the emotion but you have to like experience it and get rid of it 

because you can't play golf too high and you can't play golf too low, but it's kind of near 

impossible to kind of stay in the middle.  I think about it like spiking to joy or elation, spiking 

to anger or frustration and trying to come back to the middle. 

 

Q.  When he does pop into your mind while you're playing, is there anything specific 

that comes to mind or is it just any number of random things? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I would say it's any number of random things. 

 

Q.  Billy, is it strange to you that that's one of the lessons that you learned and 

obviously for your dad, he must not have been able to process his ups and downs in 

that way? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, there's a bit of that that it is unknown.  When dad was -- my dad 

was a very black and white kind of guy and that serves you really, really well in a lot of 

arenas and I think at the end of the day is one of the things that kind of led to his death was 

not being able to deal with whatever gray was going on inside his head. 
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