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Pre-Tournament Interview:    JOHN DALY      
February 16, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  How are you feeling going into the tournament? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Still sore.  I had my sciatic, my SI joint popped back in.  My spine and my 

neck, it was all out of whack.  It's just been brutal.  

 

Q.  Is that something you've been dealing with for a little while?  

 

JOHN DALY:  No, it just flamed up on 12 in the second round.  I got through that and I 

thought it was going to be okay on Sunday.  I took a cart and I don't really like to take a cart, 

but I don't know what I'm going to do this week yet.  I'll figure it out in the morning. 

 

Q.  What shoulder did you have the popping out? 

 

JOHN DALY:  The shoulder's been separated since '07. 

 

Q.  The right one? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah.  But it's the SI joint and the spine and the neck.  I've never had my 

neck popped in my life.  Saw my chiropractor down in Tampa when I got back Monday 

morning.  Peter was even saying, when you putt, you're so far low to the right and every time 

you hit a ball you're really right.  I said, well, I'm in pain, that's why.  We'll see what happens 

tomorrow, how I feel in the morning. 

 

Q.  What do you think of the course? 

 

JOHN DALY:  It's good.  It's driver friendly.  It's not as much risk-reward as last week.  I put 

a 3-wood in the bag this week.  You know, some of the holes that you can't hit driver on, but 

it's a really good golf course. 

 

Q.  What do you like about the tour so far? 

 

JOHN DALY:  I think more or less the camaraderie, the guys.  We all get along.  We all 

have a beer together, go out and eat.  Last night was great, we went to Nino's.  Max, who 

was a big-time Adams guy back in the day and almost started getting pros into Adams Golf, 

he's just been a real good friend of all of ours, the pros and everything.  We all went down 

there and ate.  Seemed like just about every player out here was there just to say how much 

we love him and what a great guy he is.  And the food's incredible if you like Italian food. 

 

Q.  What have the fans been like since you've been out here? 
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JOHN DALY:  It's been good.  It's not as rowdy, but I think it's more or less, yeah, it's going 

to be a little older crowd, but they know golf.  They're not going to clap for a bad shot.  

They'll clap for a good one, but if you hit one bad, it's almost like playing in Europe.  They 

know a good shot when you hit a good shot but if you hit a bad one, they're not going to clap 

for you.  

 

Q.  I heard you had to like get some people to move when you were teeing off 

yesterday or trying to drive your cart? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I mean, well, it's usually on 10.  Usually 10 and maybe 18 and maybe 

1, but other than that it's pretty good. 

 

Q.  You said a bunch that you didn't think you would live to 50 and be able to do this.  

Did you ever collect on that bet with Fuzzy? 

 

JOHN DALY:  He gave me a big bottle of his vodka and he made a good point.  He said, if 

you would have died you wouldn't have been able to pay me anyway, so here.  One of the 

big bottles of the Fuzzy vodka.  That was the payout. 

 

Q.  Why did you feel like you might not make it to 50? 

 

JOHN DALY:  You just never know.  Everybody was saying I wouldn't.  I'm a little bit more 

healthy than people think.  I probably smoke too much, but everything's so exaggerated in 

my life.  I do drink a little bit, but I'm not one of those guys that drink every day.  I'm pretty 

much maybe twice a month if I get around my buddies, we'll have a few cocktails.  

Sometimes in the pro-ams if they're really long and it's hot, might have a couple beers, 

which is great out here.  But it's not like what people perceive it to be.  Out here it's just laid 

back.  It's just a lot more fun.  Like I said, the guys, you know, I'll go to Michael, hey, I'm 

putting so bad, will you help me?  Yeah, no bad.  Someone will say I'm driving it bad, yeah, 

I'll help you.  We just kind of help each other out out here. 

 

Q.  Before you joined the tour, did you feel like it needed the kind of excitement that 

you could bring to it? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Well, I need to play better.  I'm struggling with the game a little bit, the putter's 

been down.  I'm hitting the new driver.  I mean, if I was hitting the irons as good as I know I 

can and my wedges, it would be a lot of fun because I'm hitting a lot of fairways with the 

driver.  Even if I just barely miss one, it's still out there 320.  Out here, that's good because 

the courses are a lot shorter than what we play on the tour.  My wedge game isn't where it 

needs to be and the putter has just been cold. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like this is your last chance to really take advantage of your immense 

talent in golf? 

 

JOHN DALY:  It's a game.  You know, I can go out and hit it perfect, hit 18 greens and shoot 
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even par.  It's just the way this game is.  What it is, it's a great life for us knowing we have a 

second job and it's just knowing that we can continue to do what we love to do. 

 

Q.  How badly do you want to win again? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Badly, but this is harder to win out here than any other tour.  I don't care if it's 

78 guys or whatever.  But these guys, their wedge game and their putters are just as good 

as anybody else's.  And that's what this game is out here on the Champions Tour, it's all 

about the wedges and the putter.  You've got to shoot 6, 7 under a round each day to even 

come close to winning.  On the regular tour, you shoot 2 or 3 under a day, you have a good 

shot at winning.  The Web.com's probably playing that a little bit, they play a lot of courses 

like this where you've got to shoot really low but nothing like out here.  I mean, it's 17 to 25 

under a week out here.  I can't remember the last time I shot 17 under.  And it's not four 

days, it's three.  You shoot that in four days, you're doing pretty dang good, but three days, 

that's just unbelievable. 

 

Q.  What putter are you using? 

 

JOHN DALY:  I went to a mallet.  I tried a Futura x7, last year's model.  Trying to get more 

up over it, maybe a little more upright on it.  I haven't sort of putted with a lot of mallets but 

this one feels pretty good.  I feel like I can get my line a little better.  For me right now, the 

line's never been a problem, it's just been the speed. 

 

Q.  You didn't throw that putter in? 

 

JOHN DALY:  No, I just flipped it to Peter.  I just kind of tossed it to him and he had my 

yardage book and my L-wedge in his hand.  And Tommy Armour actually took my golf cart 

up to 8 so I was going to give him the cart.  I just flipped it to Peter.  

 

Q.  You went behind your back?  

 

JOHN DALY:  I just kind of went behind the back, a little toss.  It went past Peter's right 

shoulder, landed on the ground and bounced in the water.   

 

If I'm going to throw a putter, I'm going to throw it 60 yards into the lake and it's going to be 

in two pieces.  But that was a very special putter to me.  It was a Ping putter that John 

Solheim gave to me.  It was the 50th anniversary.  I would have never done that on purpose.  

That was just a freak accident.  My fault, I didn't know Peter had all that crap in his hand.   

 

Usually when I toss it behind my back he catches it, but he wasn't even looking.  It went right 

by his shoulder, bounced on the ground and went in the water.  We're looking down like it's 

six feet down there, we can't even get the putter.  So I told Ryan, the head pro, go get it.  

Unfortunately, a spectator must have jumped in and got it.   

 

I'd like to have it back if I could get it back.  That was a nice gift that John gave me. 
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Q.  John, do you two have a wedding date planned yet? 

 

JOHN DALY:  No.  We did, but a few people -- we lost her father about eight months before 

we were going to get married.  Then we were going to get married on her side in Greece in 

the Mediterranean.  It was (indiscernible) boat.  He had a World War I steamboat he fixed up 

real nice, he wanted us to get married there and he passed away, 55 years old on a 

treadmill.  So we just kind of haven't really set another date. 
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