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Round 1 Interview:    DUSTIN JOHNSON      
February 16, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Dustin, your thoughts on how it went out there today?  You had six birdies, a 

bogey.  I thought you played a really solid round of golf today.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I played good, hit a lot of great shots, hit some okay shots.  But 

yeah, overall it was a really good day.  I felt like I drove it pretty well, especially the first, you 

know, 12 or 13 -- first 13 holes I played really, really solid.  A little loose there coming down 

the stretch, but was hitting on the green and that's about it.  Missed a couple short putts 

there on 4 and 5.  Other than that, all day I felt like I kept it in play, I hit a lot of fairways and 

hit a lot of great iron shots. 

 

Q.  It was a great stretch there, birdies at 17 and 18 and then 2 and 3 and I'm thinking 

holy smokes, the one he didn't birdie was 1? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, so I left one there.  You know, I just got a little bit out of position 

off the tee and I still had an okay chance to make birdie, I just didn't.  But overall today was a 

good day, I'm happy with the way I played. 

 

Q.  How do you approach a day like tomorrow when you're going to have a later tee 

time and who knows what the weather's going to play as far as your schedule? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, the good thing is we played early today, we got this round in, 

especially with the fog delay this morning.  But it's definitely nice having a later tee time 

tomorrow because I can get up and kind of see how things are going and we'll know if we're 

going to play or not, where the other guys, they're going to have to be out here early in the 

morning. 

 

Q.  Dustin, excellent start today.  Just get some comments on your round. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, got off to a great start.  Felt like I hit, especially through the first 

13 holes I hit a lot of great shots, drove it well, made some nice putts.  But yeah, I was just 

pretty solid all day long.  I'm definitely pleased with the way I played today. 

 

Q.  Is it at all hard knowing you're playing well, hitting it well, to stay patient knowing 

how badly you want to win here and it's just Thursday? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, you can't ever win a golf tournament on Thursday --  

 

Q.  Maybe this week. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  -- but you can lose it.  I like this golf course.  For some reason I 
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always play well here, but I think it just sets up well to my eye.  I get a good feel for the golf 

course.  Obviously got off to a good start. 

 

Q.  How much does it help to complete the last two holes the way you did? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, yeah, I finished on 9, but made two nice pars there, hit great 

shots in. 

 

Q.  Why do you choose the right side of 8 fairway?  Do you always do that? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you ever hit it left? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I have but it never works out, so I just go right.  You're just trying to hit 

the fairway and hit the middle of the green and make a 4 there, so I just felt like my easiest 

place to do that is the right side of the fairway. 

 

Q.  Is there any feeling maybe that there was some extra putting help with the bee 

sting; you made two in a row right after? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It didn't help the golf swing, though, but I did make two putts.  The golf 

course gave me a little love back after I got the bee sting. 

 

Q.  When did you get that? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  On 1 green.  

 

Q.  Is there a mental routine you go through at all if there's a stop-and-start situation 

the next few days? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I mean, it seems like it happens a lot out here so I'm used to it.  

It's fine.  Nothing you can do about it, just deal with it. 

 

Q.  Phil was playing very well today right ahead of you.  Were you aware of what he 

was doing up there with that eagle on 17 and stuff? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I had enough to worry about with myself. 

 

Q.  Do you generally do that, do you generally just stick to yourself -- 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I try to, I try to.  If I'm worried about what other people are doing, then 

I'm probably not playing too well. 

 

Q.  Dustin, you had that great stretch in the middle of your round today.  What was 
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going right from those holes 17 to 2?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I was just hitting really good golf shots.  There were good shots all 

day.  There were a couple squirrely ones the last few holes, but I hit really solid right where I 

wanted to, controlled my distance well.  You know, I made two nice putts but also missed 

four really easy ones, but overall it's pretty solid. 

 

Q.  The shot on 1, have you either had that before or practiced it before? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, no, that was awful.  That's where I started, that was the first bad 

shot I ever hit there, the second shot. 

 

Q.  Did you have any other options besides what you did? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Could you try to go higher? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I hooked it.  I was trying to hit a cut and hit a hook.  I had a decent 

shot.  Whether I could get it all the way to the flag, no, but I could have hit it on the green 

20 feet left of it easily. 

 

Q.  I'm talking about your third.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Oh, my third shot?  It wasn't a very good lie right there in front of the 

green.  It was kind of sitting down so the grass just kind of grabbed my club and kind of 

turned it over, that's why it came out like really low and spinning. 

 

Q.  How much has your strategy evolved on this course the amount of times you've 

played it now?  Is it something where you feel like you know it so well that you 

constantly -- (inaudible)? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, yeah, I've played it enough now I have a game plan, I just 

stick to it. 

 

Q.  Do you feel having spent a lot of time here in Southern Cal, does the crowd treat 

you any differently than other events, the energy you get off of people, because there 

was a decent crowd the first day? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I don't know.  They seem to -- they've always been pretty good to 

me around here, so I don't know.  Hopefully, sure.  I like the fans, I hope they come out and 

support me. 
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