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Pre-Tournament Interview:    BUBBA WATSON      
February 15, 2017 
 

 

 

MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Bubba Watson, defending champion of the 

Genesis Open.  Bubba, obviously you won last year and that was your second victory here 

at this golf course.  I was just looking at your record here and this is your 11th start at the 

tournament, and each time you've advanced to the weekend, you finished in the top 20.  

Can you just explain to us what it is about Riviera that you like so much and you're familiar 

with?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I love these big microphones where you can't see my pretty face.   

 

You know, the course, it's a beautiful course, it's a beautiful layout and design, so the golf 

course is a beautiful design.  I really enjoy that the shot-making ability, you know, when 

there's not too high of rough where you can play shots.  For a guy that doesn't hit any 

fairways like myself, you can hit a lot of shots.  The beauty of this place, though.  If you land 

a chip shot just short in this grass, I don't know what kind of grass it is but it grabs it and 

stops it.  Or if you land it on when the conditions are right, the firm conditions, it runs.  So it's 

always tricky, it's all imagination that you have to come up with.  It really warrants good iron 

play.  I think I've been pretty decent in my iron game over the last 11 years, which I've been 

on tour, I've played here every year.  So I just like it.  It's a traditional golf course.  It's no 

tricks.  It's just here it is and play me.  They've added some tees, but we don't play those 

tees so they haven't tricked it up yet and haven't really messed with the traditional design so 

I really enjoy that. 

 

Q.  Bubba, we were up there on the first tee today with you when you teed off.  Can 

you just talk about that first tee being very elevated, you've got the historic clubhouse 

behind you.  Just talk about that tee shot and what it's like up there and kind of 

picking your target out there? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, this morning, I don't like to walk down the hill and back up the hill, 

so I got my stretch about 10 minutes before my tee time and just walked to the tee.  No, it's 

one of those tee shots where we all want to go to the very end of the fairway.  I think it's like 

300, 305, 310, somewhere in that area adjusted because of the hill.  So I'm trying to cut a 

driver over those trees back to the fairway to get it just to the end of that fairway so you've 

got a shorter iron into a par 5, you've got a great chance at a birdie there.  So it sets up 

perfect because the trees, you're hitting over the trees so you're not going to hit a tree off the 

tee.   

 

But yeah, when you talk about the history, these restrooms around here, around the course, 

they show some of the old photos of the course, the horse stables, the different things that 

have been here but they always show that tee box.  That tee box has been the same for 

years and years.  So I love that, I love when you talk about history, the history of a golf 
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course, the history of the players, the different people that have been here.  But everybody 

tees off that tee box.  That tee box has been here for many years.  So it's pretty neat when 

you think about history of the game of golf and that tee shot, the iconic tee shot of this golf 

course that close to the clubhouse.  You have to be careful or the spectators will be on your 

backswing right there if they don't scoot the tees up far enough. 

 

Q.  Everyone talks about this golf course being a little on the shorter side, maybe a 

shotmaker's course, not a bomber's course.  I guess yet you had great success here, 

did you immediately like it the first time you played it?  I know you've kind of gotten 

into it, but was there anything that you thought was quirky, that you weren't 

comfortable with maybe No. 10?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  That didn't change over the 11 years, 10 is very difficult.  My caddie has 

talked to many stat people and there's no way to play 10.  When the pin's up front like it is in 

the pro-am today, you can go for it, it makes sense to go for it.  But the other days it's up in 

the air, it's a tossup.   

 

No, I think the first year I played here I think I missed the cut.  It's one of those golf courses 

you have to give it respect.  You can hit driver everywhere, you can try to bomb it and do all 

those things, but you have to give the iron play respect, you have to give the chip shots 

respect.  There are certain hole locations where you know you just have to play a 50-foot 

birdie putt and two putt and make par and go to the next hole.  You always just have to put it 

in the right spots, leave yourself the uphill putts on the easier chips or whatever that is.  You 

have to learn that, it's kind of like Augusta.  You've got to put the ball in the right spots.  

There's going to be weeks where you just don't have the ability to do that and this golf 

course will let you know that right away.  When you're trying to hit it in a spot and you try to 

push it or shove it or pull it or hook it, you're going to be in spots where you've just got to 

take your bogey and go to the next hole. 

 

Q.  You took advantage of being in Hollywood last year by getting around a lot of 

places, either Clipper games or Justin Bieber or whatever and on top of the kidney 

stone.  What do you plan to do this weekend to try to get away from the course? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yesterday I was at Richard Mille.  I picked up a new timepiece as we 

like to call it.  It's pretty nice by the way.  I maybe ordered a couple more.  Then I went to 

G4, Massimo.  He's a great man, great family man and we had a little party.  He put a 

Valentine's party on for me and my wife and a bunch of his other friends but it was very fun, 

very exciting.   

 

We did some more stuff.  Just interaction with people, things I like to do.  I just changed it up 

this year.  I went and watched, last year as well I went and watched a taping of Girl Meets 

World because I loved Boy Meets World back in the day.  This year I just changed it up.  

Anytime they're going to give me a watch, I was going to accept that right away, but just go 

do some other things that I love.  I love business.  I love talking about business.  I love 

figuring out businesses that I can be involved in and be a part of so it's fun for me.  And 
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coming here, we helped start a church here, my family did.  Judas Smith is the pastor.   

 

So it's fun.  I've been around this city a lot, not just for the golf but other things as well.  It's a 

beautiful city, a beautiful town and I love coming here. 

 

Q.  Two quick questions, Bubba.  Can you expand a little bit on No. 10 and how that 

relates to some of the other short par 4s that you guys play on tour, and how much 

more demanding or less demanding is it? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  It's the most demanding par 4 I've ever played in my life, doesn't matter 

if it's 500 yards or it's 200 yards.  Demanding is the nicest way I can say it.  There's a lot of 

other words I can think of, but I probably shouldn't say them.  So demanding, we'll go with 

that. 

 

Q.  You can say them.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, no, demanding is a good one, I like that.  You helped me out there. 

 

You know, the first year I won here, I laid up on Sunday.  I was around the lead or leading by 

one, whatever it was.  I laid up.  I think I had 80 yards give or take, somewhere in that area.  

Perfect lob wedge, just a little chip lob wedge.  But the green gets so firm, and the back pin, 

it's kind of back but it's back right and so it gets so firm, you land it on the green but it can 

bounce over the green even with a lob wedge when they firm it up because it slopes away 

and it looks like 10 feet you have.  I hit it to four feet.  I missed the putt but I landed it a foot 

over the bunker and stopped it but with a wedge from the middle of the fairway.  So it's one 

of those demanding shots, in quotation marks, that's almost impossible.  I got lucky.  That's 

how you win a golf tournament, right?  I could have easily flew it three more feet and been in 

the back bunker and made double bogey and lost, right?  Change my whole mindset.  Even 

though I missed a four-footer, it was a par.  You would take a par and run to the next hole.   

 

Last year I went for it on Sunday, hit my perfect 3-wood, went too far.  I went past the green, 

past the bunker.  Best 3-wood I've ever hit and I told my caddie and we talked about it today 

in the pro-am, I told my caddie, I'm just going to chip it in the bunker.  I said, I'm going to chip 

it in the bunker 15 feet in front of me and then I'm going to try and get up and down from the 

bunker because I can't do it from here.  I can't land it on the green and stop it, and I'm only 

20 yards from the hole.   

 

So he goes, yeah, and hopefully you get a good lie in the bunker.  I said, I'm going to pray 

just as hard as you.  So we chipped it in the bunker and then the bunker shot went past the 

hole about eight feet, 10 feet and I made that putt.  Again, I made that putt.  If I missed the 

putt or get a bad lie in the bunker, get a double bogey, it changes everything, right?  So 

there sometimes when I'm not even trying to hit the green, I'm just trying to hit it in a spot 

where I think I have a chance to get up and down because it's so demanding as you call it. 

 

Q.  So with the forecast almost assuredly we're going to get heavy rain on Friday, 
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does that change your preparation or how you go about starting a tournament when 

you know -- when you expect to have a real serious weather issue? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I'm not a history buff but I've never played good in the rain.  Yeah, it 

always frustrates me a little bit, the rain, just the water dripping and stuff and keeping my 

mind at ease.  So it's very difficult for me in rain, but hopefully it rains enough or it thunders 

enough where we can postpone it to the next day, makes it easier for me.  But soft 

conditions, I fly the ball a little further, I don't really go off the roll with my driver so softer 

conditions don't really affect me as much.  Obviously mud balls affect everybody, but softer 

conditions are going to mean you have a chance.  If the rain goes away, comes and goes, 

there's no rain in the area and you're just playing golf with soft conditions, the greens will 

soften up so you can probably score a little better, chipping probably a little bit easier.  On 

tough chips it will just be slower so it could make it better.  But if it rains all the time, I've 

never won a golf tournament where it rained all the time so it will be a tough test for me as 

well. 

 

Q.  L.A. is in the running for the 2024 Olympic Games.  Coming off of your experience 

in Rio, what do you think it would mean for golf in this country and golf in general if 

L.A. were to get the games, and then what do you think the experience would be like 

for Olympians to play here at Riviera in 2024?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I think it would be amazing.  Anytime you can get the Olympics in the 

United States, it's where I'm from, so I'm going to pull for that.  Anything I can do.  I talked to 

the Olympic Committee a few times, told them my inputs and what I thought and how to 

improve it and I told them I want to be part of it.  If you need a golfer to help you with the ins 

and outs of golf and how do we make the golfers better from our side, from the United States 

side, I said I would love to be a part of that.  Obviously I want to play, but I'm not getting any 

younger.  And I loved being a vice captain of the Ryder Cup, so I would love helping some 

kids, some younger people have the experience I had at the Olympics.  So it would be an 

amazing time if L.A. had it and it would be an honor and a privilege to be part of the 

Olympics again. 

 

Q.  So they're testing, going back to No. 10, virtual reality on No. 10.  I don't know if 

you had a chance to check it out? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, I played it for real. 

 

Q.  Do you watch as a fan other sports and what do you think it could do for golf?  

Would you use it ever in -- 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Use what ever, sorry? 

 

Q.  Virtual reality or just to watch tournaments?  Do you think it has a future for golf? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, yeah, I have simulator at my house.  HD Golf at my house 
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that -- see I threw that in there, HD Golf?  Done this before.  On rainy days I can play golf at 

my house, I have an indoor putting green.  So yeah, obviously there's other companies out 

there that are trying to do that where people can have an office and also have virtual golf at 

their office when they say they're working.  So no, there's a thing out there for everybody.   

 

Slow play is a big problem so virtual golf and different things always have a play, but you 

can also see a course.  You know, with these apps now, when you look at the Masters, the 

Masters app is unbelievable where I can watch golf, watch these people play it and I know 

what clubs they're hitting, know which way the wind's going.  I can see all that.  It's the same 

thing on my HD Golf, I can play the course and see a course before I get there.  For a 

professional golfer, like 11 years, this is my 11th year here, I know the course.  I can close 

my eyes and go through the whole course with you, tell you where divots are and stuff.  So 

you can see a course, especially a course you haven't played in a while like Pebble Beach.  

Last year I played Pebble Beach with Mark Wahlberg.  I played it on my simulator at the 

house and I'm not going to say HD Golf again, but played the simulator at my house.  I can 

resee the course because I haven't been there in years.  I can resee the course just to get 

familiar with it again and open up those memories of the times that I did play it. 

 

Q.  Bubba, you've won the Masters twice, you've won here twice.  Is that just a cool 

stat or is there any comparisons to either how you played or the course at the 

Masters and here at Riviera? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, it's just awesome for my trophy case.  It's pretty good trophies.  You 

know, it's just old traditional golf courses.  I don't know, I don't know if I get just pumped up 

for tough golf courses because sometimes I like to make a lot of pars and miss 10-footers for 

birdie.  Maybe that helps me because there's a lot more pars around tough golf courses.  I 

don't know what it is.   

 

The only thing I can think of right offhand is I just get pumped up.  I mean, coming here, the 

history here.  You know, I think Steve Elkington won around this place.  It was the PGA 

Championship, right, the last time they had it here.  I remember him doing that wearing the 

brown shoes.   

 

Looking at history that a golf course has, not changing the tee boxes, not changing the 

greens or complexes of the course.  Now, changing them because of missing a tree here or 

taking some trees out is different, but actually changing the structures of the hole, this 

course has a lot of history here.  Augusta has a lot of history and you get to see it year after 

year, and if other majors would do that I think those majors would be even better because 

the history adds up over time at this course.  And at Augusta, I've got to live it, so when I get 

there I get goosebumps and get excited about playing that course or those courses. 

 

MARK WILLIAMS:  Bubba, we appreciate you coming in and making the time for us.  Good 

luck in defending your title. 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Thank you all.  
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