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Pre-Tournament Interview:     DAVID TOMS     
February 18, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  We'd like to welcome David Toms into the media center here at the 

Chubb Classic.  What do you hope accomplish this week in your third tournament here on 

PGA TOUR Champions?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  You know, good golf course.  I would say a little bit longer than last week.  

Not quite as many short clubs in and but good solid golf course.  It got pretty tough out there 

today with the wind that we had and it was kind of nice to play on a windy day because 

yesterday was very calm.  Hopefully tomorrow maybe the wind will be a different direction so 

I can see how the course plays with a different wind.  Who knows.   

 

Last week I got caught up in having almost a different wind direction every day, and on 

courses that I've never played before, that can be a problem.  We'll see what we get out 

there tomorrow.  Look forward to getting out there and playing another round, getting 

another round under my belt and learning the golf course a little bit better. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Through two tournaments, has your experience on PGA 

Champions matched your expectations or have you learned things along the way that 

you weren't expecting?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, I think I was expecting very competitive tournaments.  Guys are 

shooting great scores, so you have to -- you really have to get off to a good start on Friday, I 

can tell that, to not get too far behind. 

 

Last week I had two solid rounds but had one very mediocre round and didn't have the type 

of finish that I wanted to have.  So I can see that these guys play really good and it's going 

to take some great golf to be in contention to win golf tournaments.  Starting to feel a little 

more comfortable learning where to stay, where to go, what to do, how the tournaments 

work.  You know, it's been a lot of fun.  I've enjoyed it so far and I'm hoping to try to get into 

contention here soon and see how I hold up. 

 

Q.  You said in the recent months that it's not going to be easy out here, there's good 

players. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Sure. 

 

Q.  Could you expound on that a little bit?   

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, I mean, what I've seen is that skills are -- golf skills out here are still 

very good no matter if a guy's -- I played with Hale Irwin last week and he shot under par the 

day I played with him and was grinding the whole way.  Not that that surprised me, but I'm 
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still, it's just reaffirmed the thing that I know that everybody's going to be competitive out 

here and it's going to take good golf to have the type of finishes that I want to have.  I'm not 

surprised by that, that somebody's shooting a low score every day, but maybe I'm a little 

surprised by that as low as some of the scores have been.  Overall winning scores are not 

that surprising, it's just the fact that somebody seems to shoot a very low number every day 

and guys are still very capable, even guys that are late 50s, early 60s that are still out here.  

I didn't know what I would see.  Yesterday the driving range was full of people, the golf 

course had people out there playing.  I was told by one player or two that it's because it's 

early in the year and those things die off a little bit, not quite as serious as the year goes on, 

but everybody seems to be working hard. 

 

Q.  Speaking of the year, do you plan to play primarily on the PGA TOUR Champions 

except for Colonial? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  You know, I would hate to speculate on what my tour schedule might be, but 

I would say I'll be more focused to play on this tour as of now, for sure. 

 

Q.  How are your various foundations doing?  Are they all healthy and thriving? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, everything's good.  We've really been focused on our golf academy, 

at least our foundation has in owning and operating that and doing what we can for golfers in 

our community and our region, especially for the young people.  So that's been going very 

well.  It's been well received and supported throughout our community and the state of 

Louisiana and that part of the country. 

 

Q.  Golf fans nationally recognize your golf efforts but I suspicion the people of 

Louisiana know you more for what else you've done off the course.  Do you get a lot 

of positive feedback about your foundation?    

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, we've had a lot of, like I said, a lot of great support through the years, 

whether it's through things we've done for Katrina, through other children's charities that 

we've supported or now through our golf academy and what we're trying to do through the 

game of golf.  It's been very good.  A lot of that has to do with, you know, to me, the LSU 

background and people that support that that are fans of mine through the university or just 

the state.  I mean, we've been through a lot, our state has, in the last decade or so and 

people are very supportive of their athletes, their celebrities, their people that give back and I 

think they look up to their role models very much.  The young people are -- have always 

supported me and looked up to me through golf.  Like I said, the LSU thing has always been 

big as well.  I'm proud of what we've done, our foundation, the things we've done, the people 

we've been able to help.  It's been very rewarding to me just to be a part of some things 

where I know we've helped a lot of folks. 

 

Q.  How would you rate Coach O's recruiting class this year? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I think for a transition coach there, I think he did very well.  I think that 
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maybe it wasn't the highest-ranked class we've had in recent years.  I think it met the needs 

of the players that we had to have for certain positions.  I think he did a great job. 

 

Q.  What's your success been in Florida and have you played in this part of the 

country or this part of Florida at all? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Played a lot of Florida tournaments over the years.  I was thinking about it 

recently.  Early in my career I didn't fare that well.  I think a lot of it had to do with the winds 

and fighting the wind instead of letting it be your friend and maybe playing too aggressive at 

times.  Got better at it, my showing.  Some of my showings at Sawgrass kind of told that 

story.  Early in my career I had a tough time making cuts and then later in my career I 

started having a chance to win it, so that's kind of an example of the way my career's been 

in Florida.   

 

I was able to win -- I won the PGA Junior in Florida at PGA National.  I won some college 

events in Florida.  I guess sometime soon maybe I'll get a pro victory in Florida, I'm hoping.  

I'll be at it for a few more years so at least I'll have some more chances. 

 

Q.  Was there anybody you were looking forward to playing with out here, an older 

player on the tour that maybe you were friends with more on the regular tour? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Just so many.  I mean, if I named anyone, it would kind of be leaving 

someone out.  Just again I'll say I know people or the players out here a lot better than I do 

on the regular tour.  I don't have to go down the line looking at golf bags to see what the 

name says on it or anything like that.  A lot of them I know their kids, their names, where 

they're from, where they live, the tournaments that they won.  A lot of them I've looked up to 

how they've played the game of golf and really tried to copy some things that they've done.  

So just a more comfortable situation for me as far as the friendships go and the camaraderie 

goes. 

 

Q.  You and Sonya share the same birthday.  How did you spend it this year? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Man, what did we do?  I think I was -- I think we were up at our hunting 

camp I think in Arkansas.  It's kind of an interesting story.  We were always -- you know, for 

many years we got to celebrate it at Kapalua out on the regular tour, so that was always fun.  

It's always -- we talk about it all the time, even growing up as kids, your birthday's too close 

to Christmas so it's kind of a bad deal really.  You always hope for a summer birthday so you 

can get away from the other holidays, you get more presents.  But it's hard to forget your 

birthday when you share it with your wife.  It's kind of a neat story anyway for people, when 

you talk about your birthday, that you share that with your wife. 
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