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Pre-Tournament Interview:    ADAM SCOTT     
February 15, 2017 
 

 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Adam Scott into the interview room.  He's making 

his ninth career start at the Genesis Open.  He won this in an unofficial victory in 2005 and 

he also had two runner-up finishing here, including last year.  Adam, welcome back to 

Riviera.  If we can just get some comments on the state of your game.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  My game feels pretty good on the range, at home, so we'll see how it is this 

week.  It's my favorite golf course on the PGA Tour, so I'm very excited to start my season 

here like I have a few times in the past and hopefully kind of pick up where I left off here last 

year and, you know, using that favorite golf course to my advantage and hitting some good 

shots and good vibes and playing my way into contention and then onto a good Florida 

swing.  But I like the stuff I've worked on at home on my game and body and ready to put it 

into play.  

 

Q.  Adam, welcome back to L.A.  What is it about this golf course, why is it your 

favorite more specifically, and also the fact that nobody knows this place better than 

you do when it rains obviously, you got that W.  Talk about the conditions.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  The unofficial. 

 

Q.  Exactly, the unofficial. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, I don't know.  What makes a good golf course to different people can 

be different things, but I think generally most people like this golf course.  It's presented 

beautifully at the moment, but it really requires good shots into the greens.  These older golf 

courses generally have more severe green complexes and having that control into the green 

is very important.  Therefore, hitting the fairway becomes very important and you're working 

back like that.  I like that.  The bunker complexes are very nice here.  They're not dissimilar 

to what we see down in Melbourne in Australia in some ways in shape and look.  There are 

gum trees on the course and that makes me feel like home. 

 

Q.  Adam, can you talk a little bit about how you play No. 10, what you think of the 

hole and how it relates to other short par 4s that you play? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, it's probably one of the best if not the best short par 4 there is in the 

game.  Most of the time I try and push it up near the green.  I just feel if you can get it up 

there, you can avoid disaster.  With a bad shot, though, it is a disaster.  So I like to get it up 

near the green whether it's a 3-wood or a driver most of the time and then deal with it from 

there.  If I get in trouble off the tee, I can chip it out near the front.   

 

And then the shot you don't really want to have is that very tough pitch from 80 yards or so 
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across the bunker or across the angle of the green and you have a very small area to land it.  

Then you start going bunker to bunker back and forth across the green.  It's not a lot of fun.  

I think it's just a great little hole.  There's options, and with a good shot it's a good chance of 

making a 3 or 2, and with one poor shot you have a really good chance of making a 5 or 

worse.  I like it. 

 

Q.  Adam, it seems like lately there's been actually more chatter than normal that 

we're used to on the topic of poa greens and players, them really getting in their 

heads.  Is it something you think a lot about, the difference in the grass types here 

versus Florida?  Is it something that you actually want to see other players -- I mean, 

Jordan has had other people watching him putting.  Is that something that's a 

significant issue to you? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  He struggled last week, did he, on those poa greens?  Horrible, horrible for 

him.  (Laughing.)  

 

Yeah, it is tricky because like I said, especially here I think it's no secret the least putts are 

made here on Tour all year.  The greens are quite severe.  It's an old traditional style golf 

course with severe greens, and then you get them at speeds 12 and a half this morning, last 

year they were very, very quick and if they're just -- poa seems like if it's just not the right 

consistency of water versus firmness and everything, they get very bumpy and this is where 

we start struggling.  When they're quick and bumpy, it's very hard to hit assertive, confident 

putts and you see putts starting to wander offline.  Yeah, that makes it frustrating for the 

players, for sure. 

 

I can imagine spending a lot of time on the west coast would wear you down if the conditions 

aren't great and the poa's a bit rough, it's going to be tough.  Yeah, absolutely.  It keeps me 

away from playing a lot of events on the west coast.  I love this golf course, I come and play 

here.  They're in good shape at the moment, hopefully they stay that way.  Last year was my 

best putting week of the year here so maybe I should go on the poa a bit more. 

 

Q.  Along those same lines, if you look at what you did here last year and obviously 

the next two starts, what are the challenges of maintaining that kind of momentum 

after starting so fast? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I think for me, my game just rounded into nice shape over the 

weekend here and I could feel it coming along, and then for a second I thought I might get a 

playoff chipping in on the last, and kind of sniffing a victory really motivated me to go to 

Honda and take advantage of my game, my swing working into good shape and everything 

feeling very easy, which doesn't happen too often in golf, as we all know.  So I really wanted 

to take advantage of that.   

 

And then you get a win and I just tried to get out of my own way the next week in Florida and 

keep swinging the same way and not think about it too much.  But after that, when I took a 

week or so off, it was very hard to replicate that again and it was just the magic kind of 
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disappeared.  Even though I played well at Bay Hill, you know, there are a few more loose 

shots and it's just very hard to keep it going.   

 

So I don't really know the answer to that.  That's how I felt those three weeks, but then that 

didn't show up again for the rest of the year so I would love to know what it is and how to 

keep that momentum going because I only managed to do it three weeks. 

 

Q.  What you did prove again and that you have done here starting here a few times is 

that rust doesn't seem to be an issue for you when you start a new year.  Why is that, 

how is that?  A lot of guys when they're first out, they struggle.  Doesn't seem to be 

the case for you? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think I try and prepare the best I can.  I'm not coming in here with no idea 

how I'm playing.  I'm trying to use all my experience to my advantage.  Just like sometimes I 

took three weeks off before the Masters and prepared for it and didn't think rust would be a 

problem.  I'm trying to peak.  If you look at a lot of other sports, they compete a lot less than 

us and they manage to peak when they need to.  So you've got to try and do that.  Obviously 

coming in here I'm not brimming with confidence from any results, but I feel confident about 

where my game's at.  Just the way I've been practicing, the way I played today.  I'm excited 

about a few things in my short game I've been working on to see how that goes when it 

actually matters, a couple changes I've made in the last three weeks and you just start kind 

of building that momentum and if I can work my way into contention, that's good for the 

confidence, too. 

 

Q.  Can you elaborate on that change the last three weeks, what have you done? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, just to cover small changes in my putting stance, posture a little bit, 

picked up on a few inconsistencies in the stroke, just a couple bad habits that snuck in and 

definitely contributed to poorer putting in the second half of the year or after the Masters last 

year because I was putting really well through the Masters and just a few little things.  The 

stroke was getting a bit high through the ball and not hitting it out of the middle of the club.  

Maybe the center, but not actually the real middle.  Too many putts off the bottom and speed 

can vary a little bit then.   

 

So tried to correct a few of those things that were kind of brought to my attention the last few 

weeks and then just worked harder on the chipping.  All stuff that I was doing or trying to do 

in the past but just wasn't, so just squaring things up a little bit. 

 

Q.  Adam, you shot four good rounds here last year and just missed out by a shot.  

Does that motivate you to do anything differently this year?  Are you going to go 

about the course any differently? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, it's kind of firm at the moment to where you don't want to get too 

aggressive because you can find yourself in some trouble.  The greens are getting a pretty 

good bounce and you're going to have to control it a bit. 
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I find it hard to imagine that it's a course that it's easy to run away from the field from 

because you just have to play such good quality shots all the time, and it's very rare that you 

do that for four days in a row.  I would like to get off to a good start and get right in the mix 

and kind of get those competitive juices going again.  I certainly feel like I've been missing 

some competition so I would like to beat somebody. 

 

Q.  Aaron Baddeley said yesterday that he feels at home here, there's a lot of 

similarities you said with the gum trees and some of the greens.  Is that the same for 

you and maybe some of the other Aussie players, does it feel like home? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It probably does.  I mean, the bunkers around the greens can look a bit like 

home, yeah.  The smell of the gum trees and stuff like that, for sure.  

 

Q.  You've got the smell of three Aussie journalists, too. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, unfortunately we do. 

 

Q.  Two quick questions.  It was mentioned about your win here previously.  Does it 

still irk you that that doesn't count as a PGA Tour win or have you moved on? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think I've moved on, but now that you bring it up, Bernie, I would like to 

just say that, yeah, it is quite fascinating that I do have the trophy and the world ranking 

points and everything else but it's not a win.  But I'm determined to get an official win here 

and hopefully it's this week. 

 

Q.  If you do get this win, as a follow-up question, is it important to you to go to 

Augusta with a win under your belt or just to be in contention and playing well?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  I think that you've got them in the reverse order there.  Okay, it's good to be 

playing well going to Augusta.  It's better to have played in contention and even better if 

you've won.  But really if I could get myself in contention in the next three weeks, it would 

be -- I would be really pleased with that.  The standard of golf is very high.  If it's not Jordan 

one week, I bet you Jason's ready to get himself in contention this week and then it will be 

the next guy and he'll lift his game.  So I'm going to be one of them trying to lift my game up 

and get in the mix and go to Augusta with confidence.  I've got a pretty short schedule to get 

that to happen, I've got four events before Augusta so I've better get to it. 

 

Q.  I was talking with Sugar Ray Leonard a little while ago and I would like you to talk 

about the fun and joy of playing in a pro-am because he said in playing with you, 

there was a lot of conversation going back and forth and that he learned from you 

what to do on a golf course but you learned from him what not to do on the golf 

course because of the way he played sometimes. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, it was a real treat to play with him today.  Anytime you get to spend, I 
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mean, some really good quality time around a champion of their sport, you've got to take 

advantage of that.  You know, talking about peaking for events is a big thing.  Obviously they 

have to peak for a fight, but I'm glad he enjoyed it out there.  It looked like he was having a 

good time.  I'm thrilled he enjoys playing golf and I'm sure it's a lot less stressful for him than 

what he used to do. 

 

Q.  But he was pretty good?  How would you rate his game, pretty good, fair? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  He may not have played his best today, but we joked that there's always 

one or two shots that bring you back in golf even on your not-so-good days.  He played a 

great par on the 14th hole and there was a fist pump there, so looks like he's still got it. 

 

Q.  Adam, the importance of getting off to a good start this week because of the rain 

that's expected on Friday and how that might affect the rest of the weekend on this 

course, how does rain affect your strategy? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, it was torrential in 2005 and there was no play on the weekend, so a 

good first two rounds kept me there for a playoff on Monday.  It's always good to get off to a 

good start.  You never really want to be chasing too much.  In saying that, if the course 

softens up, there's potential for low scoring and you never know what can happen because 

you kind of start throwing darts and a guy who's a long way behind has no pressure and can 

eat the course up.  I think it seems like to me often, unless guys have really big leads, it's 

hard to win with a small lead on the PGA Tour at the moment.  Not many guys are holding 

on.  So just being in contention's a good thing, so a couple good rounds will have you in 

good stead this week. 

 

Q.  Adam, they're testing virtual reality out here.  How exciting do you think that is for 

the fans as a technology that's coming soon and do you ever use it yourself 

professionally to check out remote courses and the way other people are playing it? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  No, I've only worn the virtual reality stuff once and I saw a really cool movie 

with LeBron James and a day in his life and that was very cool.  I'm sure they're doing some 

incredibly creative stuff with the golf on it and I think that's huge for the fans.  Another way to 

interact with us or the game in any way is a good thing.  Certainly we've got to move with the 

times and get all over that kind of stuff, so hopefully they're coming up with some good stuff.  

I haven't really used it for my own benefit at all, but maybe in the future. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  All right.  Adam Scott, thank you, sir. 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Thanks. 
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