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Pre-Tournament Interview:     JERRY KELLY     
February 15, 2017 
 

 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Jerry, thank you for joining us this afternoon.  Welcome to the Chubb 

Classic.  Why don't you start by telling us about how you're feeling entering your first PGA 

TOUR Champions event?   

 

JERRY KELLY:  I mean, I'm a little tired coming off of Pebble Beach, but we had a great 

time with Aaron Rodgers.  It's the only way that I would have missed my first Champions 

start.  I don't plan on really missing any more at all for PGA Tour events.  This is my home 

tour and I'm happy to be here. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  The first round's obviously not until Friday but you've been able to see 

a lot of players already this week.  Does it feel like a reunion so far?  

 

JERRY KELLY:  No question about it.  Yeah, I haven't even seen half the field and I know 

more people here than I know on the PGA Tour.  There's some great friends that I've seen.  

It's nice reconnecting with them and I'm just looking forward to hanging around, having fun. 

 

Q.  After last week, can you give all the cheeseheads a detailed description of what 

happened this year and what's going to happen next year? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  I would like to say that -- not "say" because we don't, we try not to talk 

shop too much either way.  But I sure would like to see some free agency happening in 

Green Bay.  If they remember in Green Bay the move that turned around the entire 

franchise, and it wasn't as much the trade for Favre as it was bringing Reggie White in.  It's 

great having Peppers, that was a great move but we need some impact players on defense.  

Bottom line, it's kind of what we need.   

 

We're a draft and develop, but if you draft, develop, have injuries and you can't plug those 

holes, it's kind of tough.  Like to see a little free agency and I think we have a fantastic team.  

Can we win the Super Bowl with the team we have?  Absolutely, no question about it.  Do 

you want to assure it a little more?  Certainly have the money.  We're under the cap.  Not 

even spending the entire cap money.  Is there room?  Yes.  Do we have a lot of guys to 

re-sign?  Yes.  Should we go get more guys?  Yes.  This isn't a LeBron James situation 

here. 

 

Q.  I read a week ago Tuesday at Pebble you played on a day where the winds were 

35 miles an hour -- 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, keep going. 
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Q.  -- rain and so on? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Q.  Was that fun? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  We made it a great time.  There's no question.  We were out there and it 

was kind of a novelty at the start.  By the time we hit the turn, it was like, hey, do we really 

want to keep going?  It's like, hey, we're out here, let's just make the most of it, have some 

fun.  If you don't finish, you didn't play.  So you kind of had to finish so I think we all had a 

great time.  It wore me out for the tournament, but we played in the exact same weather on 

Thursday and I had the absolute -- 

 

Q.  On what course? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  I was on MPCC and I was just making the turn onto 9.  That's 9, 10, 11, 

12, 13 into a 40-mile an hour wind with it raining sideways, literally sideways.  You couldn't 

look up at your ball because the rain was coming this way.  So it was the worst conditions on 

the worst course on the worst possible part of the course, yeah, and I got in trouble.  

 

Q.  MPCC?  

 

JERRY KELLY:  Monterey Peninsula.  

 

Q.  Are you giving weekly reports or even daily reports to your buddy Strick about 

what life is like out here? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, I call him up and say, "Strick, this place isn't for you, buddy.  You 

wouldn't like it at all, terrible."  He knows where he wants to go, too.  Being a captain, he's in 

a little different situation.  He's got to stay down there to keep an eye on the kids.  Yep, keep 

an eye on the kids. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

JERRY KELLY:  Oh, really, you think?  Yeah, there's another one coming up that he might 

have a good shot at just throwing that out there.  You can't think of it? 

 

Q.  Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.  He's down for a couple more years.  I forgot about 

that.  

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, that'd be three or four, yeah. 

 

Q.  Furyk's the captain now, yeah. 

 

JERRY KELLY:  It's all right.  You're catching up to me now.  You're doing all right.  We're in 
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Naples, I know.  Hey, I'm over 50 now, too.  I get it. 

 

Q.  Is there any comfort with it also being in Naples where you played in I don't know 

how many Shark Shootouts and you don't have to figure out where to go? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, there's no question.  I'm going to have to talk to Chubb about taking 

up the whole Ritz over there, but other than that I love Naples.  I mean, my grandmother was 

here from the '40s.  I believe it was right on Harbor Drive.  I drove by there the other day and 

it brings back great memories of the cove and some of the other places where we used to 

have some fun.  My caddie has family here and we just usually get a lot of great Wisconsin 

people coming out and rooting.  It's kind of like a hometown event. 

 

Q.  Did you get over here when you were here for the Shootout or had you played the 

course before this week? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Not during the Shootout but my caddie got married and I came over and 

played 18 holes when my caddie got married.  I got to see the golf course and it helps 

coming out here not having to play yesterday, playing in a pro-am, remembering the holes 

rather than having to work the holes.  I like to have fun with my pro-am guys and sometimes 

you have to work and I didn't have to.    

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  So far from any of the Wisconsin people are they out here yet 

kind of cheering you on?  

 

JERRY KELLY:  Not a whole lot of the people out here yet.  There's a decent amount of 

Wisconsin volunteers right now.  Haven't gotten the crowds early in the week but most of 

them are playing in the pro-am.  They'll be here.  The Badgers will be here in full force, I 

guarantee you.  

 

Q.  How many Packers games do you see a year in person? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  You know, not enough.  Not in the last bunch of years, no, it hasn't worked 

out that way.  I haven't even gotten to Badger games like I would like to.  When I come 

home I want to spend time with my son so it's not shooting off to a game somewhere.  If he 

wants to go, that's a different story, but he's got his life as well but I don't want to pull him out 

every time I come home.  This is his senior year.  I'm going to skip a lot of the spring, go 

watch a lot of his baseball.  I think I want both of us to have some fun watching him.  I've put 

myself into a position where I don't have to try and keep a card or anything like that.  I'm 

okay.  It's very hard for me not to play every single time.  I still have that drive.  All I know is 

I'm going to come out here and I'm going to take a lot of the spring off and then I'm going to 

grind away like I always have. 

 

Q.  You had a really solid finish at the FT Shootout a couple months ago.  How do you 

kind of rekindle that going into this tournament starting Friday? 
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JERRY KELLY:  For me, I'm an anomaly.  My swing is different every week.  Everything is 

different every week.  Which part of my body's moving faster this time, which gyration are 

you going to get?  I'm not sure.   

 

So, you know, there's emotional places for me to play.  This is a place of great emotion, a lot 

of fun people I see here.  That, I rekindle.  I rekindle my love for the area and my golf game 

follows.  Some places, you know, they kind of grate on you a little bit and I won't mention the 

places.  No, I won't say it.  But otherwise you get it worse, don't you?  But places like Hawaii 

where I can just, ahh, I'm here and have such a great time and love the people, it's kind of 

what I get around here.  I'm looking forward to it. 

 

Q.  Is this an exciting step in your career, moving from the PGA Tour to the PGA 

TOUR Champions? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  I think so.  I mean, guys are saying, but you're playing so well out there, 

why don't you stay out there, I don't think you're making the right choice.  I'm like, I've made 

my choice.  It's the right choice for me and get used to me because I'm going to be out here 

all the time.  This is what I want to do, this is what I've worked my career for is to be able to 

be out here.  It's not a penance to me.  I've got a full card out there.  I'm not longing for the 

PGA Tour.  I've been longing to be out here for a long time.  So I'm finally here.  I love it.  I 

don't know what I'm going to miss about the other tour, I have no idea.  I didn't get a 

courtesy car this week.  I don't care.  I started out by renting cars.  Hey, that's fine.  They're 

handing out a check, I like that. 

 

Q.  What can you say about the caliber of competition on this tour comparatively? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Let's see.  Bernhard was, what, one shot off the lead at Augusta last year?  

You know, I mean, Tom Watson's making cuts, goes out to Harbour Town.  I came close to 

winning a handful of events the last couple years, I'm 50.  These guys are champions.  

These guys are major winners.  These guys are Hall of Fame members.  Just because you 

put a number on them doesn't mean they lose their golf game.   

 

I have no expectations of coming out here and rolling over these guys.  The farthest thing 

from the truth there is.  I've told everybody, who, "Oh, you're going to do so well," I don't care 

what you think I'm going to do, I know that I'm going to come out here and work my butt off.  

I'm going to grind the same way that I always have.  I'm going to have adrenaline on the first 

tee and I'm going to try and carry it all the way through to the 18th and I'm going to go hit 

some balls if I need to work on something and then I'm going to go sleep and I'm going to 

come back and I'm going to do it the same way next day.  That's all I've done for my whole 

career, that's all I know and that's the only expectation that I have for myself is to work, plain 

and simple.   

 

I've played some of the courses that they're playing on.  These are not okay scores.  These 

are really low scores they're shooting.  There may be an adjustment period for somebody 

like me to get back to shooting low scores and playing golf rather than being outside of my 
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comfort zone and trying to mash it, which I can't do anyway.  But that's what the tour, the 

PGA Tour forces you to do now.  It's either that or tee up a driver in the middle of the fairway 

and try to get to par 4s in two.  I'm going to have to try and go after my tee shot.  So I'm 

looking forward to playing golf again. 

 

Q.  How did the course play today in the pro-am? 

 

JERRY KELLY:  It wasn't short.  You know, I enjoyed hitting some 8-irons and 9-irons.  I 

haven't had that very often.  I truly haven't.  I mean, it's been 3-wood, utility, 3-iron very often 

on the PGA Tour for me, very often, and that's Palm Springs even, you know?  You get into 

the meat of the summer where the ball's not rolling and playing the big golf courses, yeah, 

no thank you. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Jerry. 

 

JERRY KELLY:  Thanks. 
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