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Pre-Tournament Interview:    SERGIO GARCIA      
February 15, 2017 
 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Sergio Garcia, thanks for joining us for a few minutes here at the 2017 

Genesis Open.  Making your 11th start in the event, a couple of top-5 finishes in two of your 

last four starts here.  So with that said, just a couple comments on being back here with all 

that, a win in Dubai just a week or two ago. 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, no, obviously excited to be back here at Riviera and L.A.  One of 

best courses we play all year.  A hard one but a really, really good golf course.  You know, 

looking forward to it coming off a great week a couple weeks ago in Dubai and just got to, 

want to try to keep the run going, I guess.  

 

Q.  So do you believe, Sergio, that asked when you do really well and you win like for 

example in Dubai, is there anything in particular about your golf swing that makes 

you better or not as good?  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Excuse me, I didn't quite understand that. 

 

Q.  When you play well, do you feel there is some part of your golf swing that makes 

you perform better? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I don't know.  Obviously we all have our little drills that we want to try to 

feel when you're swinging.  I think that when I'm hitting the ball well, I feel like I'm one of the 

most consistent players out there, you know, that does well usually on courses like this one 

where you have to strike a ball well, hit a lot of fairways and a lot of greens.  Hopefully we 

can do a little more of that this week. 

 

Q.  Sergio, welcome back to L.A.  What is it about this course that you like, and is it a 

lot like what many of the other guys were saying, that it's just old-school and it's fun 

to play besides demanding? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  It is demanding, for sure.  Yes, it is old-school.  It is quite long, too.  

Yeah, greens for the most part are fairly small, so it's the kind of golf course that if you're 

playing well and you're hitting a good amount of greens, you always feel like you have birdie 

chances.  You don't usually have a lot of, you know, 50- and 60-footers.  So it's just a solid 

golf course.   

 

Obviously all the rain that supposedly is going to come here on Friday and stuff, it's not 

going to help the greens because these greens when they're a little bit firmer, they usually 

roll better, but it's something that we know what to deal with so it will be tough for everybody.  

We're excited about it. 

 

Q.  Sergio, you won about four or five times I think now early in the season.  What 
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does it do sort of for your confidence when you have a victory early in the year?   

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, it is nice to win no matter when and no matter where, but yeah, I 

guess start of the season like that it's always nice, and to do it at a good tournament against 

Henrik, that we all know how good our competitor is, it obviously means a lot.  But every 

week is different and yeah, I'm bringing good confidence from Dubai but this is a different 

tournament and a different golf course and I have to -- nothing is going to be given to me so 

I have to go out there believing in what I'm doing, keep doing the things I'm doing and then 

just do the best I can. 

 

Q.  Seems like for the longest time Doral was like the first big event of the year where 

you had everybody there.  I wonder if you kind of get that feeling here with eight of 

the top-10, would have been nine except for Rory's injury.  It just seems like this field 

of players is loaded.  There's been pockets of great players at Kapalua, the Middle 

East, et cetera, but there's a big collection here this week.  Does it feel that way to 

you? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, no, it's great.  I think just speaks -- I mean for the most part I think 

we usually have a very good field here, so it speaks about the quality of the golf course, the 

quality of the event and it's as simple as that. 

 

I think for the top players, at the end of the day you try to look for obviously tournaments that 

fit your schedule but at the same time tournaments that you like the course, you think the 

course is a good solid test and Riviera is definitely one of those. 

 

Q.  Sergio, there's been a lot of younger players winning at younger ages and more 

consistently.  A lot of theories for it.  Do you have a theory as to why? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  No, they just play better than the older guys.  I don't think -- I think those 

are trends that go back and forth.  There's years where you have some guys over 40 

winning and then it's like oh, what's happening, and then you have years like this year where 

you have 20-somethings winning most of the tournaments.  So I think it's at the beginning of 

the year, it just started, there's time for all of us to get our hands in the pot and we'll see.  But 

it obviously shows that the quality of the young guns out there, the young players is really 

good. 

 

Q.  Sergio, what are you doing better on the golf course the last couple years than 

before, anything in particular or is it just reaching a higher level of consistency? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  No, I don't know exact -- I mean, I think I'm doing some things better 

and probably some things worse.  I think there's obviously things that you want to improve 

on and things that I need to improve on.  But I think that experience-wise, obviously I have 

more than I had maybe four or five years ago.  But I don't feel like my game, it's, you know, 

that much different.  I've been fortunate to be very, very consistent throughout pretty much 

my whole career, so it's just a continuance of good work and believing in yourself. 
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Q.  When do you think you'll shave again? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I have shaved here and there.  I trim it.  I trimmed it right after Dubai.  

And Angela likes it, so you know how it is. 

 

Q.  Wouldn't you feel younger?  Younger guys are winning.  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  No, I would feel exactly 37.  No, that wouldn't change.  No, it's good.  I 

like it, so it's not a problem for me. 

 

Q.  What have you thought about your schedule next year? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Next week, next month, next few years?  I'm playing this week, next 

week and then Mexico.  I have a couple weeks off.  Match play, week off, Masters.  I can't 

tell you the rest because then I have to kill you. 

 

Q.  If L.A. is selected for the 2024 Olympic Games because they are in contention right 

now, what do you think the experience would be like playing here at the Riviera? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, first of all, we have to be in.  At the moment we only know -- we 

don't know yet if we're going to keep being in the Olympics.  Obviously Tokyo is a sure thing 

but then they're going to have to make a decision and we'll see.  Hopefully it would be nice.  

Definitely Riviera would be a great test.  You know, I don't think we should get ahead of 

ourselves and we'll see.  First L.A. needs to get them and then golf needs to keep being in 

the Olympics.  We'll see. 

 

Q.  Sergio, what do you look forward to most when you come back to L.A. and the 

biggest challenges about this course specifically for you?  

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, I enjoy California.  I think it's a beautiful part of the country.  It's 

just a little far away from Europe but I've always enjoyed it here.  For the most part we 

usually get pretty good weather, which is nice.  You know, some of the courses we play 

around this part of the -- this neck of the woods, they're really nice.  They're very 

challenging, they're great golf courses.  I think for me that's pretty much some of the best 

things out here.  Riviera is asking you to play good golf and be very patient out there and I 

enjoy that. 

 

Q.  Sergio, does this recent stretch of hot play that you have right now, does it feel 

any different than maybe some of the hot stretches you've had in recent years or is it 

kind of just about the same? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  No, I don't know.  I think I'm going through a good moment on and off 

the golf course and that always helps.  You know, just got to keep working hard on it and try 

to do the best we can every week, not only physically but mentally and see what we can do 
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from there. 

 

Q.  The 37 part was just kind of hard to take a minute ago.  How old do you feel? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  37. 

 

Q.  Do you really? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  No, I feel quite well.  I feel quite good.  I think that I've been fortunate to 

stay in good shape throughout my years.  Touch wood, but I haven't had many injuries or 

serious injuries so that's a very positive for me.  That gave me, has given me the opportunity 

to be as consistent as I have been in my career.  Hopefully I can keep doing that. 

 

Q.  Nicklaus said a few months ago on his own self, when he was as successful as he 

was for 20-plus years, for him that would be early 40s, each year you had to ask 

yourself, "Can I go through everything it takes to play to the standard that I know I 

can play at?"  This is 18 for you, I think, isn't it, 18 or 19 years for you as well? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you find that to be the case at all, or maybe not just because you are 37 and 

not in your early 40s? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, not yet, I guess.  But that moment for sure will come where you 

start asking yourself questions where maybe your mind thinks that you can do some things 

that your body cannot do.  And then, you know, the beautiful thing is that we have many 

options out there, obviously with the Champions Tour and other businesses that you can 

relate to when it comes on to golf.  So we're fortunate we have a lot of things we can do and 

obviously familiar and things like that.  So there's a lot of things to look forward to even when 

you get older and what I try to do is enjoy what I do right now as much as possible and try to 

make it last as long as possible. 

 

Q.  Is your enthusiasm, how is it different now than it was when you were 19, or is it? 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I don't think it's that different.  I think I'm definitely more calm than I used 

to be, but my enthusiasm is still very strong.  I still get very geared up to play every week 

and do my best every week because it's what I love doing.  I love playing golf.  I try to be as 

strong and as focused as I can to do my best every single week. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Sergio, thank you for your time. 

 

SERGIO GARCIA:  Thank you.  
 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

