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Pre-Tournament Interview:    THOMAS PIETERS      
February 14, 2017 
 

 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Thomas Pieters into the media center at the 

Genesis Open.  He's playing this week on a sponsor's exemption at the site of his NCAA 

championship victory as the low medalist in 2012.  Thomas, first of all, welcome back to 

Riviera, if we can get some comments on being here. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  It's nice to be back here.  I've got great memories here and I loved 

Santa Monica when I stayed here so it's always been one of my favorite spots to come back.  

I got an exemption last year to play and I couldn't so that really bummed me out, so it's nice 

to be here and playing.  

 

JOHN BUSH:  Just comment on the state of your game coming into the week. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  The thing I need to get comfortable with is my new driver.  All the rest 

is in really good shape and I just need to keep playing, that's all.  I had a long break, I've 

been working hard now and very happy with my game and very excited to be playing in 

America a bit now.   

 

JOHN BUSH:  What is the new driver, what are you playing?   

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  The new Epic.  

 

Q.  What is your schedule as far as playing in the United States?  After what 

happened in the Ryder Cup, do you plan on playing a little bit more over here or are 

you still up in the air?   

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I will definitely try to get my card for next year.  I'm playing next week 

at the Honda, hopefully Mexico as well and then back for Bay Hill, the Match Play and the 

Masters.  So I will hopefully play, I can have 12 starts and I'll use those.  If I get my -- I think 

if I get my card before that, I can play more invites.  I'm not sure how it works, but I just need 

to play good golf. 

 

Q.  Can you go back to 2012 and when you won here, is there anything in particular 

that stands out as a memory from that week or any moments with you and Riviera 

that you kind of remember fondly? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, just staying in Santa Monica, we used to play in the midwest 

and it's not very pretty down there, so Santa Monica definitely stuck with me.   

 

I do have a couple shots.  I hit it on 16, the par 3, I hit it over the green, plugged and made it 

for a two.  And I hit it on I think it was No. 6 maybe, the par 3 with the bunker in the middle 
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on the front nine, I plugged it in the left front bunker and hit it over the green and came back 

and made par.  Those are two shots that will stick with me.  Finished on 9 my last round.  

We were off one of the earliest tee times, so I got done, posted 5 or 6 under, and then I was 

walking up the hill and Julien Brun, who was probably two or three back, was just walking to 

the first tee and it was like, well, try to catch me and I had to wait five hours.   

 

Q.  In your offseason, what did you do, after the Ryder Cup, can you kind of just lay 

out what you did and how you approached that?  You had a pretty hectic run there 

with the Olympics and a lot of golf.  Did you shut things down and relax or did you 

keep grinding?  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I kept playing after the Ryder Cup but I felt flat.  I didn't really have 

anything left in me.  I feel like I put everything I had in the qualifying process like those 

weeks leading up to Denmark, the Olympics and then Czech.  I really gave everything I had 

and especially in the Ryder Cup.  You guys saw it, I normally never fist pump, so that was 

new for me.   

 

Yeah, at the end of the year it was a bit disappointing but I think that's all because of the 

Ryder Cup maybe.  Maybe some scheduling we have to do better but I think it's looking 

pretty good for this year.  In the winter I actually shut it down for five or six weeks, didn't 

touch a golf club.  Those were orders from my coach.  I was a bit rusty when I got back but 

I'm all good now. 

 

Q.  Plenty of people obviously talking you up as potentially the next big thing out of 

Europe, you're obviously announced on the shores here, the Ryder Cup.  What is it 

going to take from you to keep that sort of stratospheric rise when you're over here 

now? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Just keep doing what I'm doing.  I don't really get that nervous or 

maybe impressed by how big these tournaments are because I've played some and I'm just 

happy to be out there playing.  Like I'm really happy to be here and to get a spot in the 

tournament, so why would I get nervous?  That's kind of a simple way of thinking maybe. 

 

Q.  And so, yeah, you're sort of going to be trying to get your card here.  Does that 

mean that you feel like you're sort of under the gun I guess from the start, you have to 

bring your best game this week, you can't just sort of edge your way into it, you've 

got to be ready to go? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Well, you've got to be ready to go at every tournament.  No, it won't be 

in the back of my mind.  I had an okay tournament in Shanghai,  I've got some points up, so 

if I just play my own golf and do -- if I have a couple good finishes in the majors, I'll get my 

card without a doubt, I think.  Even if it doesn't happen this year, I'm not stressed or in a 

hurry to get my card here.  I love playing in Europe and if I do get my card, it's a bonus. 

 

Q.  Will we see more fist pumps out of you nonryder Cup weeks? 
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THOMAS PIETERS:  Probably not, no.  

 

Q.  If you do get your tour card, considering how the Ryder Cup went last year, I'm 

guessing you would continue to play on both sides, play both tours.  Have you talked 

to anybody about the challenges of that? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Well, you're going to have to do a lot of flying, but the way our 

schedule is, we play a lot in Asia, Africa.  I would prefer to play over here when we go to 

Asia, for example.  Yeah, my schedule would be the same as like Rory plays in the Middle 

East and then he comes over here until probably May when we have the PGA 

Championship at Wentworth and that would be my ideal schedule. 

 

Q.  Lately, well, actually the last few years we hear players talk a lot about poa greens.  

They seem to get in the heads of some players.  Do you have any strong view either 

way on types of grasses and some that you like to putt on better than others? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Well, I like the greens in the Middle East.  I don't know if you've been 

there, but those are the best greens we putt on all year.  No, we just deal with it.  If it's 

bumpy late afternoon, then it's bumpy.  You know, you're not going to change. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Thomas Pieters, thank you, sir. 
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