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Round 2 Interview:    FRED COUPLES   ( -11)      
February 11, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Talk about the round overall.    

 

FRED COUPLES:  It was a good round overall.  I made some putts obviously.  You know, 

that's really about it.  I didn't do anything overwhelming, but I didn't do much poor.  A couple 

times I got it up and down to keep, you know, going.  I birdied the first three holes and I 

absolutely butchered the fourth hole from about 80 yards.  I came up way short and 

three-putted.  But other than that, the ones -- I missed a couple, but I got a couple up and 

down and it was nice to birdie the last hole.  It's not that hard of a hole with the wind.  I made 

a great two-putt from probably 100 feet. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I didn't play any last year, so (inaudible) I chose to play Naples 

instead of L.A. so I get two weeks in a row.  Glad I came.  The course is beautiful.  I've never 

played here so yesterday was a little bit of a guessing game because I had never played the 

course and we got rained out in the pro-am after eight holes.  But I got it around and today 

was much better.  I love the course and plan on coming back. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  Rededicate myself, be out here more often; this year I'm going 

to make no predictions, I'm just going to say I don't know when I'm going to play.  

Here you are, first three tournaments.  Expectations?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Right.  Well, I think actually when I left in you Hawaii I said I'm going to 

play three times this year and hopefully play 23.  You know, it's a fickle thing.  I could wake 

up tomorrow and not feel that well and maybe get it around.  But when you play well, you 

want to feel like you can come out and compete with these guys.  Last year I couldn't even 

play.  This year I want to play.  I want to see if I can win again and tomorrow I have a shot.  

Hawaii I had a shot but we got winded out.  So I can't really complain because it's not like 

I'm practicing a whole lot, but I'm just trying to pay attention a little bit to my game more this 

year and hopefully don't bang balls, just hit a few every day. 

 

Q.  Talk about the hole-out.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Oh, I forgot about that.  I hit a 3-wood and got it way down there and I 

was surprised, 90 yards, which is a perfect sand wedge.  I hit it right by the hole, took a 

bounce and spun back in.  I totally forgot about those fun things.  But that was a surprise.  

Picked up two quick ones there.  It kind of pushed me obviously close to everybody, and 

then birdieing 17 and 18.  They're going to run away, so you can't -- it's only three rounds 

and there may be someone at 13 under and if they come out and shoot 5 under tomorrow 

when you're 10 under par, I don't want to say you never have a chance, but you've got to 

keep making -- you can't keep giving up shots.  Today was good.  I got seven of them and 
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made, like I said, one swing mistake but got lucky in holing out a sand wedge. 

 

Q.  How did you feel on the back today after you saw it yesterday for the first time? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  Well, it was not so windy.  The one tee was way up on 15, 16, the 

par 3, so I watched Hale hit even though he hit a 5-iron, we're a lot longer than he is, but I 

still got the feel of his shot because yesterday we played back, today we play up.  So I'm 

sure it was a little bit of a guess, but I hit a good shot there.  Other than that, I think most of 

them played maybe a couple -- wind was a little different but it just -- once you walk on it, 

you know where to hit it.  But I don't know where a hard or easier side is.  Sometimes I play 

holes where it's easier to miss the fairway and come in from the right even though if you hit a 

good drive down the left side.  But here you've got to hit good drives.  The last, 15 and 17 

are incredible par 4s.  18, if you hit a good drive, is an easier hole.  It's a par 5, but 17 is a 

great hole finishing up and obviously 16's a good par 3. 

 

Q.  You said you were totally blind on the back nine yesterday because you had never 

played it.  Are you at the point now where you feel like you have a pretty good handle 

on the course? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, no, no.  Because the pins tomorrow are going to be places.  That's 

how I've always played.  I like to play courses -- on the PGA Tour I played the same every 

year.  Tomorrow, going to get out there and they're going to be different spots but I need to 

hit the ball where I'm looking.  If I can do that and get it around the hole, I'll be okay, but 

there's no excuse.  If you have 165 yards, it's a 7-iron.  You hit a good 7-iron, you should be 

putting somewhere.  It's when you get individual shots that after you hit them and they roll 

down an embankment you go, "Oh, my God, why did I hit it here?"  I don't know where those 

spots are just yet.  I might find them tomorrow, but hopefully they're on par 5s where I can 

get it up and down for birdie. 
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