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Round 1 Interview:    PAUL McGINLEY  ( -3)      
February 10, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Another former European Ryder Cup captain got a lot of attention as a debutante 

but so are you and you're a debutant.    

 

PAUL McGINLEY:  Ollie's a double Masters champion.  It's good to see him back, it's good 

to see him back after his health issues that we all know he's had.  Yeah, I really enjoyed the 

day.  Good group.  David played very well and John did, too.  Good conditions out there.  

Course is in immaculate condition.  That bit of breeze made it a test.  You had to work the 

ball against the breeze and with the breeze in some instances and it was a good test of golf. 

 

Q.  Who did you speak to about what to expect out here when you got out here?  

There are so many Europeans out here now doing well obviously. 

 

PAUL McGINLEY:  Well, probably Des Smyth, who played seven years out here, taught me 

a lot about it, but I know what it's going to be like and I know that the standard is really low 

[sic.]  I mean, I saw them play at Sunningdale two years ago at the Open Championship, a 

course that I know well, the Senior Open.  The scoring and the quality of play was the 

highest caliber.  So I know just how difficult it is to compete and play well out here.  You 

know, it's important for me to play well.  You're not going to fidget around on this tour.  This 

is a tour with a lot of high-caliber players. 

 

Q.  A lot of the guys say that the comfort level is a little bit higher out here because 

they're not playing against the kids who are hitting is so far past them.  

 

PAUL McGINLEY:  Yeah, well, there's definitely a split in the game at the moment.  The 

bigger hitters are getting further away from average hitters and the smaller hitters are being 

squeezed a lot and that's just the way the game has evolved and the golf courses 

have -- the golf courses are now set up to counteract that.  As a result, the golf courses get 

longer and softer, which again plays away from the small guy who is an average length hitter 

like I am.   

 

I can't complain, I've had a good career.  But the game has certainly moved, you're right, on 

the last number of years on the main tours.  It's like a boxer, you've got to pick your fights.  

You've got to pick the courses that suit you.  

 

Q.  Where are you with your game as far as how you're playing?  

 

PAUL McGINLEY:  I don't know.  We'll see.  I'm on a journey here to find out exactly where 

I am with my game.  I'll only been playing five or six tournaments a year for the last four, five 

years on the European Tour for various reasons.  So I'll play maybe 12 events worldwide 

this year, so I'm not looking at a huge schedule.  I have a lot of other commitments and a 

young family at home, too.  They're all teenagers going to, you know, decisions with 
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universities and exams at the moment.  I'm trying to balance all that.  This is a good phase 

of my life, this is an exciting time in my life.  Balancing between family, balancing between 

my business commitments my TV commitments where I do a bit of work with Golf Channel, 

do a bit of work with Sky for majors and world events, and then obviously trying to fit in if I 

can maybe 12 events worldwide would be a nice thing to be able to do this year. 

 

Q.  How many of those events might be on this tour do you think?  

 

PAUL McGINLEY:  If I get seven or eight invites, I'm relying on invitations so if I can get 

seven or eight invitations I'll be delighted this year.  I'm only exempt for the British Open 

Seniors, which is a real disappointment for me.  I thought I might have been exempt for 

some of the American majors, but it doesn't look like it.  It looks like I'll just hopefully play 

seven or eight events here and try to get invites. 
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