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Pre-Tournament Interview:    JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL      
February 9, 2017 
 

 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Jose Maria, for joining us today and welcome to the PGA 

TOUR Champions.  First off, what are your initial impressions being here for a couple days, 

seeing a lot of old friends that you've competed with through the years?  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  I think that has been the best part of it, to see players that I 

haven't seen for quite a few years that I played with when I was on the Tour and that was 

maybe the nicest part of everything up to now.  It's just great to be here.   

 

Everything is new obviously.  I had a practice round on Tuesday and Miguel and I, we went 

to play 18 holes and we were on the driving range and we were ready to go and Miguel 

asked me, "Where is your buggy?"  I said, "What do you mean, buggy?"  "Yeah, yeah, we're 

going to play 18 holes, we're using buggies here for practice rounds."  I said, "What?"  So it 

took me completely unguarded so we had to go and fix a buggy for me and my caddie.  

Those little things that we're not used to on the main tour. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  So as you look ahead to 2017, have you set any goals for yourself for 

your first season out here?  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Not really.  I'm coming from a very tough situation with my 

health the last few years.  I've really struggled with it.  I haven't been able to practice or play 

any golf actually.  I was feeling under such pain that I couldn't leave home for a year and a 

half.  So my expectations are to mainly to stay healthy at the moment and to get in touch 

with competition.  Obviously I followed the Champions Tour back home, I've seen how good 

these guys can play.  Their scoring is really low.  You really have to play well around here if 

you want to have a chance to win.  So I think it might take me a while to get back to 

competition and the goal obviously will be to be successful on this tour.  

 

Q.  Welcome.  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Thank you very much. 

 

Q.  Last time I saw you was at Augusta a few years ago.  That's not a bad place.  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  No, that's not a bad place to be. 

 

Q.  Expectations in terms of what you think you can or cannot play, what are the 

emotions like for you to be back on a golf course, the last couple of weeks you 

played, emotionally what's it like after missing so much golf?  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Yeah, it's been nice to be able to step on the golf course again 
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and play competitive golf.  When you look at the prospect of not being able to walk and 

virtually not being able to raise a glass of water and all these others, you find yourself back 

playing a game, I mean the emotions are there obviously.  At times actually on the golf 

course the last couple weeks I really, even though I didn't play well, actually I realized how 

lucky I was of being able to be on the golf course again.  I really enjoyed the company of the 

players, the scenery of the golf course, the blue skies.  You tend to notice more of those 

things when you go through a time like I went through. 

 

Q.  We always were told it was some form of arthritis? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Correct. 

 

Q.  Is that what it was?  How did they treat it? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Yes.  They couldn't come up with a name for it.  They did all 

kinds of tests.  It's not rheumatoid, it's not psoriatic, but they couldn't really put a name on it.  

I started having anti-inflammatories and then corticoids, but it didn't work out.  Then in 

December of 2015 I went and tried a medication called Unida (phonetic.)  It's one of those 

modern medications similar to the one that Phil is taking and we started taking injections 

once every 15 days and we spread injections at the moment up to 25 days.   

 

So that's where I stand.  That's what actually made the blood tests started to come good 

let's say about four, five months after I started taking that medication and I was able to do 

practice, start practicing around May.  Well May, June of last year, but obviously I had to 

start from scratch.  It was just like little shots with a sand wedge and then progressively I 

went on down the bag.  That was the whole process really. 

 

Q.  One final thing for me, your short game has always been so magical, I remember 

at Torrey Pines, shots you hit.  (Inaudible.)  How long for somebody as skilled as you 

are in the short game, how difficult or how long does it take do you think for you to 

start to get that feeling back? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Well, it's going to take a while.  I really cannot pinpoint how 

long, but I know that it's not the same practicing back home.  For instance, our winter is very 

wet back home and the conditions where you practice are not ideal in that regard.  So when 

you come here the last two weeks, when you play the greens are much firmer, the ground is 

much firmer so you have to get used to that change in conditions.  That usually takes quite a 

while.  I don't know how long it will take, but if I manage to play often enough, the more I 

play, the shorter it will be to get that touch back. 

 

Q.  What did you do for the past 18 months and just how much did you miss being 

around golf? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  To the second question, I missed it a lot.  I love competition, I 

love standing on the golf course, I love the challenge that the game of golf represents every 
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day.  It doesn't matter how good you are, what golf course you play, there's always a 

challenge in that regard.   

 

And regarding the other question, obviously I couldn't do much at all.  I had to lay at home.  

As I said, I couldn't unscrew a bottle of water, I couldn't raise a glass of water and things like 

that, so I had to really pretty much lay down at home.  The only time that I left home mainly 

was to get some physical therapy and to see the doctors and that was it.  I couldn't do even 

a normal life at all.  

 

Q.  To that point, do you feel like your body can handle playing a couple rounds of 

competitive golf? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Yeah, at the moment, yes.  The condition that I am at the 

moment, yes.  I've been able to exercise properly the last few months trying to recover some 

of the conditions that I lost, muscle tissue and things like that.  At the moment, that shouldn't 

be a problem, yeah. 

 

Q.  With all the confusion and as little as you could do, were you at one point thinking 

that what you're doing this weekend might not be a possibility? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Yes.  I mean, it's not the first time that it has happened to me.  

This is the second time around.  When I talked to the doctors, well, the good thing or the 

good news about it is that it comes and goes usually.  It goes in cycles.  Prior to this I went 

through one that it was similar.  It took me like two, three years to go through the whole 

process and back to being in good condition to play again.  You just hope for that to happen 

again, it's as simple as that.  Sometimes you realize that golf might be over and it's tough, 

especially when you love the game so much.  There were periods where, yes, thinking about 

that possibility made the life difficult in a way.  But obviously you try to get rid of those 

thoughts and look at it the most positive way and believe that sooner or later the whole 

process will end and you will be fit again to play golf again. 

 

Q.  So it goes and comes back.  Are you doing anything preventive now to make sure 

that --  

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Just the medication at the moment.  I'm on that medication.  

The doctor has looked into -- you know, I stopped the treatment obviously, but I'm 

negotiating with him.  The last few months every blood test has come really good so that's a 

positive thing.  It's just a matter of living a more active life and see how the body holds on 

and we'll have to go back to talk to the doctor and say, well, what are the options. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like this is a little bit of a restart of your -- 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Oh, yeah.  It's like when I started hitting the first shots, doing 

the first exercises, this is the same.  This is like starting from scratch.  Even though I've 

practiced quite a bit the last few weeks, obviously you lose the competitiveness on the golf 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


4 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

course, the touch, so it's going to take a while for me to really feel like I used to. 

 

Q.  Do you ever feel like you have to make up for lost time? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  No. 

 

Q.  Do you have a feeling like I missed all this golf? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  No, no.  I consider myself a very fortunate guy.  I've dedicated 

my life to what I love.  I've actually managed to do quite well, so in that regard I don't think 

that the sport of golf owes me anything or life owes me anything.  I consider myself a very 

lucky person in that regard.  So I don't have that feeling of making for lost time at all.  Just 

trying to enjoy as much as I can and to live in the present as much as I can. 

 

Q.  What's nice now is that in professional golf, 50 is the new 25.  But to think back 

when you and Seve and Woosie and Bernhard were in your prime, in your 20s, were 

your games similar to what we're seeing with Spieth and Day and McIlroy? 

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  No, the game of golf has changed a lot.  The new generations 

are much better prepared, physically at least for sure.  They have a much better knowledge 

of the swing.  They have many more tools to work with and you see that on the game they 

play today.  The distances they hit the ball with the accuracy they hit it, they still have a 

wonderful touch around the greens.   

 

So I would say that it's different in the sense that in those days we used to work the ball 

more, but that was because of the ball itself.  Nowadays with today's ball you can shape it, 

but you cannot shape it as much as you could in those days.  Those balls were much softer 

and you could really stop them anywhere.  You could really put huge shapes left to right and 

right to left.  But nowadays these guys are very good.  They are great professionals, they 

work really hard at it.  I remember when I started in '86 on the European Tour, obviously we 

didn't have any driving range balls, we had to carry our own.  Once you had a practice 

round, you could go to the driving range and there was only a handful of players hitting balls.  

You know, now that is unthinkable. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Jose.   

 

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL:  Thank you very much. 
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