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Pre-Tournament Interview:    BERNHARD LANGER      
February 9, 2017 
 

 

 

DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Bernhard Langer, our winner of our most recent 

tournament in Hawaii.  Bernhard, talk about getting that 30th victory which moved you into 

second place behind Hale Irwin on the all-time victory list.  A good way to start your year. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's a very good way to start the year and every win is special in its 

own right.  To follow up the season that I had last year, which was pretty spectacular, maybe 

the best year of my career, and it's sometimes hard to do.  It's sometimes hard, you score a 

course record and then you come out the next day and things don't go quite as well.  So you 

never know what happens in the game of golf.   

 

So it's great to kind of continue where I finished off last year by playing well, and obviously I 

was fortunate enough to win.  That's wonderful news for my caddie and me and we're 

looking forward to the rest of the season.  We've got some great venues, great tournaments.  

This has always been a special one to me because I've lived here for 30-odd years, close 

by, which makes it pretty unique.  It's the only real home game.  Naples would be the next 

one but that's a couple hours away. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You just talked a little bit about playing kind of a home game this week.  

How much of a difference is that from a player's perspective of being able to sleep in your 

own bed and everything?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Right.  Just seeing my wife and my son every day is big for me.  

Spend a few hours with them, whether it's in the morning or the evening, that makes it 

easier.  And not having to pack and go on an airplane and maybe not get your clubs like 

what happened at the Schwab Cup, what happens every once in a while, things like that.  

You've got everything right there and you just jump in your car and 10 minutes later you're 

right here, which is pretty neat.   

 

What makes it also special is all the friends, all the people that I've had relationships with 

over the years, whether it's from my course, from another course that I sometimes practice, 

from church, from Bible study groups that I've attended over the years.  You have a 

relationship with a lot of people and many of them are here.  Many of them are golfers and 

some may not even be golfers, they just come here to see what's going on and to support 

me and that makes it unique.  I could have 50 people out there just from my own circle that 

wouldn't be anywhere else at any other tournament.  That makes it special.   

 

On the other hand, it puts a lot more stress on my time.  I have things going on, like tonight 

we're doing a profile of champions at my church and to make it short, it's three of us or four 

of us actually giving our testimony, our Christian testimony, but on top of that we're also 

talking about golf stories.  We're talking about the Ryder Cup, the Masters, how we got into 
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the game of golf, why we turned professional and the ups and downs and life on tour and 

funny stories and the worst shot, the best shot, things like that.  To organize that, we printed 

flyers.  To do all that takes time.  Then I'm going to be in the pro-am, rushing home, shower 

and straight to church to do that.   

 

It's things like that that just, you know, I usually don't do too many times.  I do it a few times 

around the country.  And then Allianz has been a great sponsor, so I played an extra 

pro-am, I try to attend the dinner and this and that.  It's a little harder in that regard, but I 

enjoy it.  That's what I grew up in Germany when I had the German Masters.  It was my 

tournament, I had to do all that stuff.  I was promoter, player and whatever else on top of 

that.  It just makes a long week, but it's fun, it's unique. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, on the subject of extra activities, are you planning a European Ryder 

Cup captains' meeting this week?  There's six of you here.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I never even thought of that.  We actually had a Ryder Cup talk last 

night for Allianz.  It was Paul McGinley and myself representing Europe and Tom Lehman 

and Mark O'Meara -- well, Mark O'Meara hasn't been captain but he was a player.  So that 

was a fun thing to do for an hour or so.   

 

Not sure, nothing is planned at this point.  I'm maybe even too busy.  The Tour Fellowship is 

at my house Friday night, so tonight I'm at church, tomorrow night we're at our house for a 

few hours, Saturday I have a surprise for somebody else that I can't talk about right now, 

and Sunday the thing is over pretty much, so it doesn't look like we're going to get together.  

But maybe somewhere down the road.  Hopefully everybody plays in Naples and we have 

more time, or some other tournament we'll probably go out for dinner and just have a good 

time. 

 

Q.  Can you talk a little bit about Jose Maria and the qualities that make him such a 

great player and a great champion for so long? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, to me he's one of the top 50 or 100 players in the world, for 

sure.  If he had been healthy, he would have won a lot more tournaments, and you might 

say why.  He's got one of the best putting strokes.  His short game is, you know, every bit as 

good as Seve's, I think, and Seve was pretty amazing.  He's a great iron player.  The only 

thing that sometimes held him back winning certain events was his driver.  He was known as 

maybe not the straightest driver.  But with the modern equipment, it's a lot easier to hit the 

modern equipment straight than the old persimmon head.  I think if he remains healthy, 

we're going to see a lot of good golf from Jose Maria the next few years. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, you're the leading money leader here at this course, in this tournament.  

I think you have four top 3s in nine starts.  What is it you like about this course? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, this course kind of looks innocent.  It's not the longest course 

we play, it may be one of the shorter ones, but every green is elevated, which means if the 
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ball rolls off the green or you miss the green, you're going to either end up in the water or in 

some deep bunkers or just in some tight lies, which makes it very hard to get it up and down.  

It's got a great finishing last four -- four out of the last five are really tough holes starting at 

14, 15, 16, 17.  Those are most of the time pretty tough holes.  And then 18, you can make 

an eagle but you can also make a six.  It's a lot of things can happen coming down the 

stretch. 

 

The other thing I like, they have similar grass to what I practice on and play on when I'm 

home.  The greens are usually pretty fast here, which I love.  I love fast greens.  And then 

the other factors I talked earlier on about just being at home and not having to go away and 

not having to deal with time changes and hotels and food and all that kind of stuff.  Got 

home cooking, can't beat that. 

 

Q.  Is it a thinking man's golf course? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  A little bit.  There's a few holes where you have to -- some holes 

are straightforward, you get what you see, but there's a couple other holes where it's a 

risk-reward.  Take No. 7, for instance, the reachable par 4.  This guy's going to be hitting 

driver, a 3-wood, going for the green, which is somewhat risky because you can go through 

the green in the water left or right you can go in the water.  There will be other guys who 

probably hit 4-iron, 3-iron off the tee and then wedge it in and try and make birdie that way.  

You have those holes.   

 

Then there's a couple other holes where you've just got to hit really good shots.  You're 

standing on 14 tee, you've just got to hit a good shot with a 3- or 4-iron, there's just no beans 

about it.  If you go left, you're in the water, out of bounds.  If you go over, you're in the 

hazard.  The green's not very big.  And similar on 16 and 17, you have water in play.  You've 

just got to, you know, commit to a shot and hit the proper shot, hope you judged the wind 

correctly, especially on 16 because it's not a deep green, fairly shallow.  It's wide but fairly 

shallow.  That's usually where the tournament is won or lost.  Not saying that there isn't 

some good holes early on, but I think there's a lot of birdie opportunities early on, and then 

coming down the stretch you try to hang on and hopefully birdie the last, that kind of thing. 

 

Q.  Yesterday in this room we congratulated Ian Woosnam on making it to the World 

Golf Hall of Fame.  Have you had a chance to welcome him and do you have a good 

Woosie story from your playing days with him? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I did have an opportunity to congratulate him on making it to 

the Hall of Fame.  I voted for him and I was hoping he would get in because he deserves it.   

 

Woosie stories, I probably have several, you just kind of put me on the spot.  Pound for 

pound he was maybe the longest hitter in the world years ago.  Not that that's a funny story, 

but it's incredible the clubhead speed he got out of his body when he was in his 20s and 

30s.  He's still not short now, but it was just incredible how far he could hit it.  Many of you 

might have seen the Masters when he blew it over the bunker.  That was with a persimmon 
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driver, I think, right? 

 

Q.  Yeah, he talked about that yesterday.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Many of us struggled to get into the bunker.  He carried it over the 

bunker and he's what, 5-4, 160 or whatever he might weigh?  I don't know.  It's little Popeye.  

There may be some other stories I don't want to tell in here, but that's okay. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, is there a goal out here on the Champions Tour that still remains for you 

that you haven't accomplished that you want to do? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I haven't won the Senior PGA Championship, for instance.  I 

still, my goal is to improve.  That's my goal.  If I can improve my swing, my technique, my 

way of thinking, whatever it may be, my putting stroke.  If I can improve half a stroke a day, 

that would be two strokes a week or one and a half.  That would be phenomenal.  My 

scoring average would go down that much and I would win six tournaments a year, maybe 

seven or eight.  So my goal is to improve and I strongly feel I can.  My body is going to 

deteriorate some.  It already has, I'm aware of that.  But I can make up with better technique, 

better thinking, better strategy, knowing the venues we play and maybe a better putting 

stroke as well, whatever it takes, chipping.  There's a lot of parts to the game that I have not 

perfected.  I'm fairly good at it and nobody will ever perfect it, but I think Bernhard Langer 

can still get better in certain areas.   

 

Q.  What is it like to be in the news for something outside of your golf game 

(inaudible)? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's kind of weird because you're being talked about without 

being talked to.  Then you read the story and it's not like it's a fact, it's like oh, I heard this 

from so-and-so and I have a source that told me this and I have a friend that told me that.  I 

don't have to go any further, you know what I mean.   

 

I know what my daughter said and it's not what was quoted.  My daughter said he's not a 

close friend -- he's probably not a close friend of Mr. Trump.  What was the quote?  He's not 

a friend of Mr. Trump.   

 

Now, what does that say?  Not a close friend means he could be a friend or, you know, they 

had some kind of relationship.  Not a friend means he doesn't like him at all.  I don't need to 

go any further with that.  I was very disappointed with the article, the way it was written and 

what happened.  It's not the first time and it may not be the last time because it's out of my 

control. 

 

Q.  Have you had any communication with the president since?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yes, we talked on the phone, yeah, and he was very clear.  If there 

was any whatever, anything that hurt me, he apologized.  And I apologized, too, for some of 
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the quotes that were incorrect and we're on good terms.  It was fun talking to him briefly and 

I thought that's a great gesture from him because he's got a lot of other things to be 

concerned about, not just, you know, this golfer Bernhard Langer.  He's got far more 

important things to do.  But for him to take the time, talk to me for a brief while and clear 

things up is pretty amazing. 

 

Q.  After the kind of year you had last year, virtually flawless in every respect, what 

did you work on during the offseason? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I was trying to work on new clubs.  I've been playing some clubs 

that are pretty old and they're wearing out and yes, they're doing the job, I guess, but sooner 

or later I'll need some equipment and they may be equipment out there that is better than 

what I'm using.  I don't have a contract to play certain clubs, so I'm free to use whatever I 

like. 

 

Q.  But you haven't changed yet? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  In the process of it.  Been trying this and that.  I'm not changing the 

putter at this point, but I've changed -- tried drivers, I've tried different irons, tried wedges, so 

you need to replace your wedges anyways.  I've worked on some of that.  I've worked with 

Willi Hofmann, my coach of 40 years, swing coach.  Came in as he always does in early 

January and we worked for about four, five days on my swing, my short game, my chipping, 

putting, everything, and we set the tone for the rest of the year.  These are the areas where 

he thinks I should work on and how I should practice to get better.  So I write all that stuff 

down, carry it with me and I stay in touch with him.  We did that the week before Hawaii and 

Hawaii was already very good, so we're hopefully working on the right stuff. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, what is it like to show up every week and be the man to beat, and this 

has gone on for several years, but not many people are in that situation? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, to me it's fun.  I mean, it's where I want to be.  I would rather 

be where I am than be one that is constantly chasing or something like that.  I would rather 

be the one that is in contention a lot and other guys trying to knock me off instead of me 

being in their shoes.  I want to be the best I can be.  We have a great relationship, or I have 

a great relationship with many of the guys out here.  I'm sure there could be one or two that 

is jealous, but that's human nature.  But there's many others who are very happy that I'm 

successful and I'm happy for their success, too.  Let's face it, there's many other winners out 

here.  There's been many great champions and it's not just me.  There's always competition, 

it's always tight.  It's not that I'm winning by 10 shots every week.  Other guys who won two 

or three times last year or have been in contention and it could have gone either way and it 

just didn't go their way. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, talking about something you said before, the best year of your career, 

did you mean on the Champions Tour, did you mean in your whole career?  
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BERNHARD LANGER:  In terms of results, my whole life.  I don't remember any year ever I 

didn't finish outside the top 13.  And I know we only have 81 guys at most of the 

tournaments, but there's a few other tournaments.  I was in contention at the Masters on top 

of that.  I did miss the cut at THE PLAYERS, which was disappointing because I was 1 over 

for the par 5s.  With good tee shots I should have easily made the cut there.  I didn't.  But 

that was really my only bad tournament all year.  All the other tournaments I played pretty 

solid. 

 

Q.  Do you think you're still improving? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's what I just said and that's my goal, yes, yes.  I don't know, 

the future will tell, but that's my plan for the near future. 

 

Q.  Just what you said earlier, the quote that your daughter gave was incorrect, but 

it's what you said to the president that was quoted to the president as saying -- 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I didn't say anything to the president.  We never talked.  I told a 

story to a friend and the friend told a story to another friend and another friend and another 

friend.  Somewhere down the line six people later somebody knew somebody at the White 

House and that's how it went, okay? 

 

Q.  It wasn't a golf writer? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Probably not.  You guys are better than that.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Bernhard.  
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