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Pre-Tournament Interview:     FRED COUPLES     
February 9, 2017 
 

 

Q.  What brought you out here after all these years?  What got you to play this 

tournament after all these years? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I played three times last year, so I would like to hopefully play a 

little more. 

 

Q.  How's the back? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  The back's doing well at the moment.  For some reason I thought there 

was a (inaudible) tournament here a long time ago.  

 

Q.  That was in Boca, I mean was it Boca West? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Oh, Boca West, okay.  I don't know this course but I heard it's in 

absolutely perfect shape. 

 

Q.  When did you get here? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I got here last night. 

 

Q.  How tough was it not to be able to play last year?  How happy to be able to come 

out and get that top finish in the first tournament? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I hurt it in February so I tried everything I could to play Augusta.  

And after I didn't play there, it was really not that bothersome.  Then I just stayed away.  

Then I played one tournament at the end of the year just to see if I could do it and I got 

through four rounds and then I didn't play for almost another two months.  So I don't know 

how I'll feel next week in Naples, but if I just take my time and don't hurt myself, then I 

should be able to swing.  Everyone's got something, so it doesn't bother me anymore.  If I 

played Naples and my back went out, it's part of the deal.  But I'm not going to do this very 

much longer, that's for sure. 

 

Q.  For the first time in a long time Ollie's going to be here? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I saw that this morning. 

 

Q.  He gave a nice press conference.  He's delighted, he's healthy.  He can't wait.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  He's great.  And then David Toms is over there chipping, he's 

phenomenal.  Stricker's coming out, so we don't have Nicklaus, Player, Palmer and Trevino, 

but we have pretty good players, that's for sure.  I know Jose played in Dubai and I think he 
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played relatively well, so those are guys who have played a long time. 

 

Q.  How good was he in his prime? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Jose? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, he was great.  I think he really got away from golf, so I haven't 

seen him in a long time but when he was in his 30s, the big thing was Augusta and a huge 

Ryder Cup guy.  He was very good.  Love Jose.  Jerry Kelly, he tells me he's coming out 

next week.  That's the best thing about this tour.  

 

Q.  Where are you going to be next week? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I'm going to Naples. 

 

Q.  From there to L.A. though, right? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, yes.  I want to play, but no way I can play at 7:00 on Thursday or 

Friday. 

 

Q.  How's the status of your game overall? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Status of my game.  Well, I shocked them in Hawaii, and I actually 

practiced a little last week, so I feel okay.  I mean, the status is I chipped and putted well in 

Hawaii and that's why I played well.  I don't know status.  I played five times in 15 months, 

but I know I can hit it.  I can get it around the course. 

 

Q.  On a Thursday the goal is just to get through the weekend, to be healthy? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Today it will be fun playing with the amateurs and just getting the feel for 

the course.  Like I said, I love the bermuda greens.  My caddie's walked the course so he 

knows it and I've seen it on TV, but I know it's a real nice golf course and I know there are 

some quality shots you have to hit so that's what I'll pay attention to.  If I can't play four 

rounds, then I shouldn't be here.  I mean, I like to walk, I don't ride.  I gained a little weight 

last year from not playing and doing other things, so hopefully I'll start playing and that will 

go away, but I can walk.  I walk a lot so I don't really -- I don't want to get tired.  Hawaii went 

well.  It's a very flat course.  I think this is, too.  I need to get moving and start playing.  You 

can go 2 or 3 or 4 under and then the last three or four holes not play well for a lot of 

reasons but stamina shouldn't be a problem. 

 

Q.  You have a lot of south Florida fans that have been waiting for you to come here.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I flew into Miami because it was a great nonstop flight and I was 
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trying to think the last time I was at Doral and I don't know when it was.  That was probably 

10 years ago.  I went down there for a basketball game a long time ago.  I love playing down 

here.  I won a couple times in Florida.  (inaudible).  I miss playing down here and I skipped it 

because I always tried to play Naples and then one time and then go to the L.A. Open, 

which I played 35 out of 36 years and I'll probably never go again.  So hopefully I'll come 

here for a couple years but that's why I skipped here.  Naples went against the L.A. Open.  

So I was coming here to play no matter what, but I'm kind of glad to be playing the 

Champions Tour.  It's right up my alley as far as playing.    
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