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Pre-Tournament Interview:    DAVID TOMS      
February 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  David Toms, welcome to the Allianz Championship.  This will be your first full-field 

event.  You got a taste of PGA TOUR Champions in Hawaii.  What were your 

impressions of the competition that you're going to be seeing when you were in 

Hawaii? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I just remember the scores being awfully good.  That was not surprising, but 

knowing that you have to go out and play great to have a chance to contend for titles out 

here, I kind of knew that was the case.  But to see it firsthand and see the kind of scores that 

guys shoot, how they play and how they still hit the ball, not that it was eye opening, but you 

could kind of see what's in front of you and what you need to do. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  What was your reception like in Hawaii but then also this week, seeing 

a lot of guys that you played so many years with on the PGA Tour?  Is it kind of like a 

reunion of sorts?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  It is, and that's probably what I've enjoyed the most just in the short amount 

of time that I've been out here.  Just seeing faces that I'm very familiar with and know their 

families and just catching up on I guess old times.  I've really enjoyed that and I look forward 

to even more of those opportunities to see guys I haven't seen in a while. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  And you mentioned that you played a practice round yesterday.  What 

were your initial impressions of the golf course you'll be playing this weekend?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  The golf course is in great shape.  Just trying to figure out where to go on a 

lot of the holes.  Some of the holes are more position holes than anything else.  I'm not sure, 

I know the wind's supposed to pick up and come from a different direction than it is right now 

so it will be interesting trying to figure out what to do on some of those holes.   

 

So I think that will be the key for me this week is really paying attention to where I want to 

go, position off the tee and some of the pin placements that you can go for, others that you 

need to back off.  That will be the biggest challenge I think, especially when the wind starts 

blowing from a different direction, having never really played this golf course under those 

conditions.  

 

Q.  David, have you thought about your schedule enough to know whether you're 

going to be out here full time?  Do you plan to go back and play a couple of regular 

Tour events, have you kind of mapped it out? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  The way I'm looking at it right now is to play out here full time and sprinkle a 

few of those PGA Tour events in there somewhere.  Not sure exactly which ones that will be.  

Right now I'm looking to play THE PLAYERS Championship, the PGA Championship, 
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maybe the Zurich.  Other than that, I'm not really sure but I feel like I'm going to play out 

here full time, at least that's kind of the attitude so far. 

 

Q.  David, how much have you played in the last few years?  I assume you were kind 

of counting the days to be out here? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I think I've played an average of just over 20 events, PGA Tour events the 

last four, five years.  Depending on how far I got into the FedExCup Playoffs would be how 

many tournaments I actually played.  You know, I look to being able to do that out here on 

the PGA Champions Tour and be able to, that's almost a full schedule, which is nice.  You 

do that on the PGA Tour and you're missing over half the tournaments.  So it will be nice to 

be able to play the same amount of tournaments and don't feel like you're losing a whole lot 

of ground. 

 

Q.  Hard to believe, but this coming August will be the 16th anniversary of your major 

at the Atlanta Athletic Club.  I was there, I was a young man at that time.  You had to 

lay up with your second shot, knocked it up about eight feet, made that putt.  Is that 

the best putt you ever made? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It has to be under the circumstance, for sure.  I made some other big putts 

in my career, but to win a major championship and to have it happen right there, it was like I 

was unbelievably calm for some reason, I guess because I putted very well the whole week 

and I just remember being awfully calm and starting it on a good line.  It was a downhill left 

to right, which is not great for me, but for some reason I hit it real solid and it went in.  It was 

a major highlight in my career, for sure. 

 

Q.  Tell us a little bit about what you're doing in your foundation. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, right now we're focused on our golf academy that we built in 

Shreveport, Louisiana.  Training young people to be the best they can be, whether that is to 

be a pro golfer one day or just exposing them to the game and being in a great environment 

to grow up in around adults, around other kids that they can look up to and occupies a lot of 

their time, which is good these days for kids.  So many other things they can get into that 

aren't in their best interests, and for what we're doing there, like I said, just occupy a lot of 

their time in a real positive way. 

 

Q.  What sort of goals have you set for yourself this season? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  You know, it being the first time, being the new guy on the block, I didn't 

know what to expect as far as golf courses go, competition and everything else.  But just in a 

short amount of time I've kind of not reevaluated, but I know that I'm going to have to play 

great golf to have a chance to win golf tournaments. 

 

I think first goal would be to try to get in the winner's circle and then build on that.  It's going 

to be tough.  It's going to take great golf to do that.  It's going to take working hard, preparing 
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the right way and being positive, but I think if I can do all those things, I'll have a chance.   

 

But to just be able to have a chance when you play good will be a nice change of pace 

whereas the PGA Tour, I felt a lot of times, you know, having a really good week or feeling 

like I played consistent golf and finished 25th.  That just shows you the level of competition 

that's out there.  So I'm hoping that my game will stack up a little better out here and have 

the chance to contend.  But immediate goals are just be prepared, stay in good shape, keep 

a positive attitude and work hard and see where that gets me. 

 

Q.  Who are some of the guys you've reconnected with since you've been out here, 

and so far what's been the best thing about the difference between the two tours?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, I would hate to single out any one individual just because I've 

reconnected with so many.  They've been very welcoming to me and talking about how great 

it.  It's not like, oh, they can't play the Tour anymore.  It's more about, hey, we're out here 

and we're having fun, it's a great experience, it's a nice second wind and just go out and 

have fun, embrace it. 

 

When I walked out of the clubhouse this morning getting ready for the pro-am, there's one of 

the carts with loudspeakers, music's playing and everybody's having fun and I really like that 

atmosphere.  It kind of sends me back to 25 years ago when I first started out here on the 

Tour and what it was like.  Just a nice breath of fresh air, for sure, for me anyway.  Not to 

say the PGA Tour's not a great place to work, it is, but I like the atmosphere out here a little 

better. 

 

Q.  Can you kind of evaluate the state of your game for us, what's good, what you're 

working on? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Everything still feels pretty solid.  I mean, obviously I probably don't putt 

quite as well as I once did in the prime of my career, but I think that's probably the same way 

for a lot of these guys out here.  I feel like normally if everything's clicking, ball striking's fine, 

I tend to drive it straight enough to compete, iron play is still good and putter's a little bit 

streaky, but if I can be a little more consistent on the greens, I think it will stack up pretty well 

out here. 

 

Q.  How far have you been driving it these days? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Not far enough to play the PGA Tour very well, but I think it will be okay out 

here.  Still behind some guys, maybe ahead of some other guys and probably middle of the 

pack, which is fine with me.  I just don't want to be that guy that hits first into every hole 

every week. 

 

Q.  And one last question, I'm just curious since you played the Tour right up until 

you turned 50, did you ever play with some of these young guys who are like, who are 

you, and you won the PGA Championship? 
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DAVID TOMS:  I'm sure they wouldn't say that to my face, but they might be thinking it, like 

what is this guy all about.  But no, it was fun being able to be somewhat competitive all the 

way until I turned 50 years old and even have the option to play either tour this year, which a 

lot of guys don't have that option.  So I feel fortunate with that and staying competitive and 

playing a competitive schedule where a lot of guys that end up playing this tour, the last few 

years on the PGA Tour they weren't able to play a consistent schedule.  So I'm still in a 

competitive mindset, still traveling and play golf all over the place.  I'm hoping that will give 

me some sort of an advantage. 

 

Q.  What was the determining factor for you to come out here full time? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  I think just the hope of being more competitive out here than I was on the 

PGA Tour.  Not being in the hunt, you show up at a tournament, you're giving it everything 

you've got and a lot of times when you feel like you played well and you miss cuts, when 

cuts are 3-, 4-, 5-under par on long, hard golf courses, that just kind of takes the wind out of 

your sails a little bit.  So I was hoping just to gain some confidence, which obviously we 

know in this game that's a big part of how you play and trying to be a little more competitive, 

gain some confidence and have a chance every week if I play good. 

 

Q.  You were asked your goals for this year, but if you look back to when you first 

came out of college, what were you hoping to achieve as a professional golfer and 

(inaudible)?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  You know, the goal was, first of all, was just keep a job.  Very few people 

when you're talking about how many people are trying to play professional golf are able to 

play the PGA Tour, and to be able to keep a job every year for a long, long time, I was proud 

of that.  You see guys all the time, they win a golf tournament and three years later you don't 

even hear from them anymore.  But to be able to sustain it and have a career on the PGA 

Tour for a long time, I was very proud of that and now I'm out here with guys that did the 

same thing.  So I think this is a nice reward for guys that were able to stay out there a long 

time and have a good career.  

 

Q.  David, a very strong class this year, Jose Maria, Kelly, among others.  But Jerry 

specifically, you guys are about the same age, you guys crossed paths a hundred 

times I'm sure.  Not so much how you think he's going to fare out here but looks like 

his game probably will be pretty suitable, (inaudible) pretty quickly, is that fair to say?  

 

DAVID TOMS:  I think Jerry will do very well.  I think he has a great game for it.  He can 

shoot really low scores when he gets it going, which you need to do out here right off.  

Friday's a big day.  You can shoot yourself out of it the first day in a three-round tournament.  

So I think he'll do really well.  I think he'll enjoy the atmosphere.  He's a fun guy and I think 

he'll enjoy everything about this tour and I think he'll do really well.  Once you do that and 

gain confidence, I'm sure the sky's the limit for a guy like that. 
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