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Q.  John, so just talk about the championship this year, pretty impressive field.  I 

mean, guys out on the driving range are doing handstands, Esteban was out there 

fooling around with Jimenez.  It's like you guys found the youth out here, but you 

guys are still doing it? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Those guys might be, I don't think I am.  But no, it's great.  I mean, this tour's 

laid back unless you get in contention.  I'm enjoying it.  I love the Florida swing part because 

I feel like I can play a little bit better on bermuda greens.  No, we're just having a blast. 

 

Q.  When you go onto this tour, is it a case of it's competitive or do you feel like you 

can come in here and make some noise? 

 

JOHN DALY:  No, it's very competitive and the golf courses are in such great shape 

everywhere we go that the scores are so low.  For me, if you get a late afternoon time on 

that first round, you look up, you see somebody's 8, 9, 10, 7 under par and I tend to push a 

little harder.  I think we all do a little bit.  So it's just a matter of, you know, you have to shoot 

5 under a round, at least 5 under every day to even have a chance to win golf tournaments 

out here. 

 

Q.  John, what was it like being out there last year to get the first taste of the 

Champions Tour? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Well, it was tough.  I really haven't sat and talked to Billy, we started late and 

you see Bernhard's won a $1.3 million when he started and I'm going okay, I've got to win 

six, seven tournaments to even come close to him.  So it puts added pressure.  

Scheduling-wise, I probably played a little more than I should have because I had 

commitments overseas and I still want to play the British Open and the PGA like I do the 

Senior.  But I played a lot of golf and you've got to be able to have some time off a little bit 

just to get away from it.  I think I played way too much last year.  The only problem is with 

the Champions Tour, you have to, otherwise you just get passed so it's a tough scenario to 

be in.  But at least I've got a new life and a new job, so it's not bad. 

 

Q.  How great is it to have an outlet like this? 

 

JOHN DALY:  It's the only sport that really can do it.  You see a lot of the NBA guys going to 

China for a new life.  They love NBA over there.  And you see a lot of tennis over there, too.  

So the tennis guys and the NBA guys who retire are making some pretty good living.  But it's 

really golf's the only sport that you can really stay competitive.  Hale Irwin's in his 70s and he 

can still contend to win out here.  It's just incredible the talent these guys have.  

 

Q.  How different is it, John, when you've been with these guys on the tour before and 
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you've spent a lot of time with them and you see now the guys are more mature and 

things are different.  How different are things? 

 

JOHN DALY:  For me, these are the guys I played with in the '90s.  Hale was kind of out a 

little bit.  Fuzzy, I played with him six, seven years before he came out here, or even more.  I 

know them all and it's great.  We all were kind of friends back in the '90s.  We wanted to 

beat the hell out of each other like we still do, but we'll sit down and have a beer together, 

we'll go out and eat together.  Kind of like the old-school system.  We don't need phones 

sitting at dinner texting each other, we've got s#!& to talk about.  Excuse my language, but 

you know what I mean.  We just have a good time out here and we all help each other out 

here.  A lot of these guys started with the Vertical Groove and I'm killing it and I'm hitting it 

straighter than I ever have.  We have seven or eight guys that are using it this week.  It's 

cool.  We all kind of get along and we help each other out. 

 

Q.  Is it great also for the fans to come out here and it's like a who's who?  They see 

you, they see Miguel Jimenez, they see a lot of these golfers that you said you played 

with on the PGA Tour and they come out and they get to get autographs, a little bit 

more hands-on here? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, we're more laid back.  These are the guys that are out here, we were 

laid back on the regular tour as well.  We play a pro-am; if it's not too late, we'll go have a 

drink with them at the end of the round and we'll talk to them on the golf course and have a 

good time.  But that's what we were trying to do back in the '90s when we all were out here.  

We know that they pay the bills and we try and let them have a good time. 

 

Q.  Is the concept of being a senior hard to get used to? 

 

JOHN DALY:  I'm only 18 with 32 years of experience the way I look at it. 
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