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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW: JON RAHM        
January 29, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Talk about what this win does for you and how you look at the rest of this year 

based upon what happened today.  

 

JON RAHM:  You know, it does a lot.  I'm exempt for, what, two years on the Tour and the 

rest of this year.  Most likely going to the FedExCup, get to play THE PLAYERS 

Championship, which is amazing, going to the majors, the Invitational.  So being exempt 

fully on the PGA Tour for the next two years and the bonus of the majors, it's amazing.  I 

really don't know how it's going to look because we only knew what was going to happen up 

until L.A.  Just in case something like this happened, then we're going to reevaluate what 

comes after, but WGC events as well.  So probably we're going to have to make some 

changes in the schedule from now on. 

 

Q.  Those are awfully good decisions to have to make.   

 

JON RAHM:  Absolutely.  

 

Q.  Talk to us about the thought process of setting up the shots and what it felt like 

when you did make the 3.  

 

JON RAHM:  You know, off the tee I was pretty disappointed because that ball in the 

bunker, yeah, I thought there was going to be no chance to go for it, but I got a pretty good 

lie, a short pin, a great distance for a 4-iron.  Before that I did quite a good -- quite a bit of 

work visualizing the shot.  I wanted to see every single second of the shot, how I wanted it to 

feel on impact and how I wanted to see the ball to fly and then I hit it and it landed just short 

instead of on the green but it was perfect.  The putt was a little bit of just lagging it up there 

and hoping I kept the line.  I was disagreeing a little bit with my caddie over what was the 

line going to be, but I honestly just aimed between the two spots that we were thinking of 

and thank God it went in. 

 

Q.  So much the same process at the eighth tee, talk about the feeling that went 

through your body when the putt did go in and how difficult it is just to get into this 

position.  

 

JON RAHM:  I really can't explain what went through my mind.  I saw the replay, my 

reaction and I just don't even remember doing what I did.  It's hard to explain.  But just to get 

in that position, it's just so hard.  I'm so blessed to be able to say that this is my third time 

having to have a chance to win and I just started my college -- my PGA Tour career, right?  

So thanks to 13 I got myself into it and thank God I did.  It's really hard to do that. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  
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JON RAHM:  Yeah, I mean, I really didn't plan it out to be this way, but I'm happy it did.  

(inaudible.)  It was important to keep composure, keep it going and I'm just so glad I was 

able to keep my mind on the game and I was able to think clearly and I'm just so happy it 

finally happened.  I was close a couple of times and just happy today that towards the end 

the putts just went in the hole.  Just extremely happy. 

 

Q.  Speaking of putts, John, that one on 18, you stood over it, about a 60-footer.  What 

did you see, walk us through it and then your emotions when it went in? 

 

JON RAHM:  To be honest, we were walking up and I told my caddie, I said, "Man, you've 

seen this putt before, I've never seen it.  Guide me through it, tell me what it's going to do 

because I can't think right now."  My heart was beating so fast that I just couldn't think.  He 

gave me a couple pointers.  He told me what his did in the past.  I was really conscious 

about the speed.  He just told me, "Make sure you get it to the slope, the slope will do the 

rest."   

 

Once we got a good aiming spot, I just aimed and hit it.  And once it went in, I truly 

don't know what happened, honestly.  I saw on TV what I did, but I can't believe it 

went in.  It was one of those putts, one of those "what if it goes in," right?  What if this 

is to win the golf tournament?  I never thought it was going to be for eagle from 60 

feet, especially at Torrey Pines 18th, but the fact that it went in is just incredible.  The 

emotion just overwhelmed and I just expressed it out.  But man, that was a satisfying 

feeling. 

 

Q.  John, talk about a little bit your connection to Tim Mickelson, your coach.  Phil 

was up here earlier, he had very kind words to say about your playing style, your 

mental makeup.  What does the win here with the Mickelson family connection mean 

to you, if anything at all? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, Tim has always been a reference to me, first as a head coach.  Once I 

realized what kind of person he was and how much he was helping me mature as a person 

and my golf game, he really was a reference.  I kind of treated him as my dad in the States.  

Not quite my dad, right, but if I ever needed advice, I would go to him.  If I was ever in 

trouble, I would go to him.  I would never hide anything from him and that's how it worked 

out.  And whenever I told him about if he wanted to keep my journey or help me on my 

journey, walk it with me, I was just extremely flattered he said yes.  And, you know, just have 

the support of the Mickelson family the way I do, they truly are an amazing family.  I've met 

most of them and they're really inspiring.  To have the support is really dear to me. 

 

Q.  Would you say San Diego is your new favorite city? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's always been my favorite city almost.  I mean, besides my hometown, 

Barrika, it doesn't get much better than this.  It's really an amazing place. 
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