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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW: TIGER WOODS       
January 27, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Tiger, you said yesterday after your opening round, your first round in 17 months 

on the PGA Tour, that it was slow, kind of had a flow that was slow about it out there.  

How would you describe this round? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  We had a bet on the first hole whether or not we would get done in under 

five hours.  We did, we did 4:55 today.  It was a little bit -- it started picking up pace nicely in 

the middle part of the round.  Just overall, I didn't make enough birdies today.  I hit it well 

enough and I hit a lot of beautiful putts that just didn't go in. 

 

Q.  What are the positives after these two days and maybe the concerns that you 

have? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, the positives is that I had a round going yesterday, it was my first 

round back, and I lost it there in the middle part of that round.  And today I came out with the 

way I was playing, some of the things I fixed, everything was flowing nicely.  I just didn't 

make enough birdies.  The only concern is that I've got a long flight ahead of me. 

 

Q.  What's the level of optimism now as you move to Dubai on the European Tour next 

week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, that's one of the how's my body going to handle flights.  Flying out 

here was something I hadn't done in a while.  So now we've got a pretty good jaunt, 17 

hours.  It will be good. 

 

Q.  Tiger, just following on that, how are you physically?  How have you handled the 

cold weather and what do you have to do to prepare for days like this?  I'm sure it's a 

process that's more involved than it's ever been. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It is, it's a long process in the mornings trying to get ready and trying to 

get warmed up.  You know, the task and the tall order is to stay warm and stay loose.  That's 

one of the things that I hadn't dealt with.  I haven't dealt with at home and we're basically in a 

dome down there in south Florida.  We haven't had to deal with cold, damp conditions like 

this.  It was different. 

 

But, you know, it's something we had already -- we had been planning about and thinking 

about what we needed to do; how to layer up properly, how to stay warm, move around, 

exercises I may have to do on course while playing, different things how to stay loose and I 

did. 

 

Q.  What do you take away from this week? 
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TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's frustrating not being able to have a chance to win the 

tournament.  I didn't make the cut.  You know, overall today was a lot better than yesterday.  

I hit it better, I putted well again.  I hit a lot of beautiful putts that didn't go in, but I hit it much 

better today, which was nice.  We fixed a few things while playing today, which was good.  

Good communication between Joey and I out there playing; what are you seeing, what I'm 

feeling.  It was good.  He's rusty as well, I'm rusty.  Working as a pair out there and it's good 

times. 

 

Q.  Is course management part of the rust that you have to shake off after 17 months? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Absolutely.  You saw it at Hero.  I made so many dumb mistakes out 

there.  Yeah, I made plenty of birdies, but I made just a ton of dumb mistakes.  Playing 

tournament golf is a little bit different than playing with your buddies at home in a cart.  I 

need to get more rounds under my belt, more playing time and that's what I'm trying to do. 

 

Q.  Jason was saying after the round yesterday sort of don't judge you on these first 

two days, be patient, give yourself some space and see what happens.  Is that what 

you'd like to see as well? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, just like everybody, I'm trying to get ready for the first full week in 

April.  That's where eventually I want to have everything come together.  That's the plan.  

Unfortunately, I didn't get a chance to win this golf tournament on the weekend, but I have 

next week. 

 

Q.  Is it difficult to be patient? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  As you know, I'm not that kind of guy, but having my two little ones have 

definitely taught me how to be more patient.  But still, I would lean on the side of impatience. 

 

Q.  Coming back on this round today, much better than yesterday.  What are the 

positives that you can take away from this and what are the things that you'll be 

working on? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, the positives, I hit it much better today.  I made a couple little tweaks 

and changes in my swing and my setup, which was good, and that was Joey and I talking 

about that while playing, which was good.  As I said, we're still rusty as a team together.  We 

haven't really been out there competing and playing together.  He's seeing my game at a 

different speed and different tempo.  It's something that he hasn't seen yet, so it's something 

that we're working together.  And as I said, we're working towards that first full week in April.  

I felt like I made some nice strides and just wish I could have been playing on the weekend 

because I really love this golf course. 

 

Q.  With the difference in the golf course obvious, not including that, did you feel 

differently this week than you did at the Bahamas, and if so, how? 
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TIGER WOODS:  I would have to say that I feel infinitely stronger than I did at the Bahamas.  

That's just that much more time working out and getting ready and having my clubs tuned in 

better than I did at the Bahamas.  That was brand new.  I just feel like I've really made some 

nice strides with my game, but I haven't tested it yet.  Granted, slashing it out of the rough all 

day yesterday was not exactly the best way to test.   

 

Dustin today was laughing at me.  He hit three fairways today and hit a tree to get it on the 

last hole.  I said yeah, I know exactly how that feels, I did it on the South Course, which is 

the worst course to do it on.  He said, "Oh, yeah, that's right.  I didn't see you all day until I 

got to the green."  I made some improvements, I've gotten there and need to keep 

improving.  

 

Q.  I would say the atmosphere of the crowd obviously, but the full field, the flow of a 

cut looming, position to Sunday, all that stuff, it's different? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It's very different and it's a very familiar feeling as well.  I knew I needed to 

put together a good back nine.  I had some -- well, we had the wind coming into it starting 

out on that back nine.  I said I've got to really suck it up here and hit some really good shots 

here, and then I still have two par 5s coming up, a short par 4.  Let's take care of trying to 

get to 1-under par before I get to the first par 4.  I didn't do it, I was even par.  Now it's a tall 

order, but I can still probably do it.  I got to birdie those holes and throw in one somewhere 

else and I didn't do it. 

 

Q.  The next four weeks, are your expectations the same or have they changed for 

those events? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Still the same.  Still trying to win. 

 

Q.  Tiger, have you had a chance to notice who the finalists are in the Australian 

Open?  Do you take a little inspiration from the old guard?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah.  Well, it is like old times seeing all four of them in the final like that.  

It's a testament to all of their wills, work ethic because each and every one of them's been 

injured and been hurt and been sidelined of late, too, as well.  So they've all gotten in 

together and they'll all put it together at the same time and it's like rolling back the clock.  It's 

pretty cool.  I'm a huge tennis fan.  I know them all, so it is really, really cool for us as fans to 

see time being rolled back a little bit.   

 

I still feel bad for both Williams sisters for having to play against your sibling.  I mean, I don't 

think that the public has any idea how rough that is on them over the years when they have 

to play each other in a Grand Slam final, but it is what it is. 

 

Q.  Tiger you said it's a process.  How did these two days here affect the timeline you 

had in your mind for that process? 
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TIGER WOODS:  It hasn't affected anything in that way.  I felt like today was nice to make 

some positive strides with some of the shots that I hit today.  As I said, I hit some beautiful 

putts that didn't go in and it could have changed the momentum of the round.  It could have 

gotten things going and I just didn't quite get things going today, and I was close.  Just when 

one putt falls in, I can get the momentum going here.  It was like the whole group, none of us 

got anything going.  We all missed putts.  Just could never get that one to fall in.  We were 

talking about it during the back nine today, we just need one to go in, like any of us, just one 

of us, just make one for the whole group and we can all get going and none of us did. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.) Just the fact you got through these two days, period? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I think slashing it out of the rough as many times as I had to yesterday 

and figuring it out and hoping that I didn't do any injuring or any damage to myself, and then 

to let one go there on the last hole today.  I tried to let it go and I got it out there with those 

guys and I did it a couple times today where I did let it go, but most of the time I was trying to 

get the ball in play.  My go-to has always been a low cut.  That's not going to go very far out 

here.  So a couple times I had to send it and I sent it up in the air and it felt good being able 

to do that. 

 

Q.  Going to Dubai, does that give you a bit of comfort know you had --  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I know the golf course, I know the greens, I know the putts, I know 

how it's going to play, and I've played it under so many different conditions over the years, 

whether we've had a lot of rough, no rough, we've had shamals, no shamals, whatever 

we've had there.  I've played under all different conditions.  It's nice going to a golf course 

that I know.  It was nice coming to the South Course, which I hadn't played in a few years, 

but the North Course was brand new to me this year. 

 

Q.  Tiger, this run-up to Augusta, do you see it as a bigger challenge mentally than it 

is actually physically? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, it's both.  It's trying to get everything coming together at the right time.  

We're all as players trying to do is how do you put it together four times a year and it's the 

challenge.  Geoff was just asking about how it is in tennis for all of them to get to a Grand 

Slam final.  It's all anyone ever talks about is what they've done, getting two Slams two 

weeks at a time.  It's tough, it's tough physically, it's tough mentally.  And for us to get to 

major championships and get rolling and to win those and peak at the right time, that's 

tough.  Trying, for me, to piece everything together and get ready for that week in April is the 

goal. 
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