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Round 2 Interview:  LEXI THOMPSON 
January 27, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  So I just saw that that was the second best score to par in LPGA history just 

behind Annika's 59, 13 under.  We all had you on 59 watch.  At what point did you 

start thinking about that? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I thought about it mid second nine, but then I was like this course is a 

par 73, so I'm like, well, I've got some work to do.  I thought about it, but I just wanted to 

keep on playing my own game and see where it goes.   

 

Q.  So no interruptions from that at all? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  No, not really.  I was just pin seeking the whole day.  I was just trying to 

stay with my routine and have good tempo with my golf swing.  That's just all I've been 

working on. 

 

Q.  Will there be a point tonight where you'll think back to a couple shots maybe that 

could have gotten you there? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  No, not really.  I mean, yeah, there's a few shots always left out on the 

golf course, but I'm not complaining at all with that round.  I played my butt off and it showed. 

 

Q.  Were you in the zone?  I mean, you have to be, and what was that like? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's just one of those days that's hard to explain.  As an athlete, 

it's just like nothing can mess you up.  Your swing is just in the zone and no interruptions, 

you're just focused.  I could have gotten out of whack on the first hole, I airmailed the green 

and then I chipped in.  But if I let that get to me and didn't get up and down or anything like 

that, I could have let that falter, but I ended up chipping in and it helped the rest of the round. 

 

Q.  You've posted plenty of low rounds in your career.  When that happens and you 

have to play another day, how do you keep from kind of comparing what's going on 

that day to what happened yesterday?    

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, that's a good question.  You just have to focus on staying 

positive going into each day, have the same game plan going into every round.  I've just 

been focusing on doing my routine, visualizing my shots and just committing and that's 

what's helped me out the most. 

 

Q.  What's the biggest takeaway you'll use from this round to the weekend? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  The biggest takeaway, the shots I pulled off and just the putts.  I putted 
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amazing today.  I think today was probably the lowest round putting-wise, I think I had like 

22 putts.  It was all just in committing to my lines, getting up to it and just trusting it.  

 

Q.  Five Americans in the top-5 on the leaderboard, it's been a long, long, long, long 

time since we've been there.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  It's great to see.  I didn't actually get to see the leaderboard yet.  It's 

always something we want, being an American, but it's such an amazing tour, so global, so 

you never know. 

 

Q.  You look more relaxed on your putting than I've ever seen.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Um-hmm. 

 

Q.  What is the difference and what are you doing?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  You know, a few things.  Well, I changed putters mid last year I think 

before International Crown.  But I moved way closer, my putter is dead flat on the ground 

now and taking it straighter back where my eyes are more over the ball.  Actually I've done 

this since the first -- well, the Solheim Cup in Colorado, Dottie Pepper told me a little thing to 

help keep my eyes still.  I put a dot on my golf ball and that's all I look at, the last thing I look 

at.  I look at the hole, and then as soon as I get my eyes back to the ball, I just stare at that. 

 

Q.  Where is the dot located?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I put one on each blank side, so above Bridgestone and then below it, 

so I always just line it up to center.  As long as it's like where I'm going to be making contact, 

it just keeps my eyes still. 

 

Q.  So you've got a front and back? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Um-hmm. 

 

Q.  Okay, got it.  Your dad said your hand was bothering you a little bit today? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Well, I obviously have this one.  This one's all inflamed on the 

top, so this is just helping it.  I don't know.  I did something with this one, it's a little black and 

blue right now.  It feels like a bruise, but I don't know honestly what I did.  It was hurting to 

grip on a few and I took some ibuprofen and it kind of helped a little bit.   

 

Q.  So both of them are bothering you? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  This one has gotten a lot better. 

 

Q.  Is that the one from the boxing? 
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LEXI THOMPSON:  No, the boxing one was my wrist.  This one's taped to help my wrist, but 

it's all inflamed on the top of my hand.  They said it might have been a cyst that ruptured or 

something like that.  This one's just like a little thing I did out there.  It will go away overnight. 

 

Q.  I wanted to ask you about the underwater photo shoot.  It looked pretty cool.  What 

was it like behind the scenes? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, it was awesome.  It was quite different than my typical photo shoot.  

It was to pay tribute to Muhammad Ali and just the amazing athlete and person that he was 

and how dedicated he was.   

 

It was pretty cool.  I was in like five foot, eight inches of water so I was basically standing 

and my nose was above, and all I had to do was really bend my knees and take my club 

down there.  I did a boxing one and a golf one.  Yeah, it was tough.  I would go down for like 

five seconds, get a few shots and come back up.  Did that for seven hours. 

 

Q.  But they were throwing golf balls in, right? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, those were honestly the last three or four shots, like Matt Judy 

was there and a few of the other people just spectating so they just threw them in on three to 

make it look like a golf shot, but it was only three shots they did that on.  

 

Q.  What's this, Seal Legacy? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, yeah.  Well, it's what I'm supporting now.  My management 

company's big involved with the Seal Legacy.  It's basically raising money to help the seals 

and all the families of the seals.  Yeah, I'm a big supporter of the military.  I'm quite honored 

to --  

 

Q.  Is this fallen seals or just seals in general? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Seals in general and their families.  Well, wounded ones obviously as 

well, helping them out. 

 

Q.  Is this the most you've ever been in, quote unquote, the zone, is this the deepest 

you've ever been? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, today was, for sure in a long time.  But ever since shootout I've 

never felt like my game has been so good solid wise.  I mean, I've gained five to seven 

yards with my irons and using the new driver has the helped me out a lot as well.  But yeah, 

I'm hitting a lot more solid than I was used to, than I was used to all last year.  I struggled a 

bit so I'm definitely gaining some confidence.  

 

Q.  Is this just tempo?  Even Judy said on television your finish looked more fluid.  
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LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I worked on it with Kevin Kirk in the off season before shootout.  

He just had me, obviously everybody knows I get on my toes and spin out sometimes.  So 

we were just focused on swinging 70 to 80 percent keeping my feet grounded and not 

coming so far from the inside, which is why I get airborne, because when I get stuck I need a 

clear.  So once I stay more grounded, that's my swing, 70, 80 percent, so now I'm not getting 

as stuck so it's been helping. 

 

Q.  How far was your putt on this last hole do you think?  Let's do the last three holes, 

the eagle putt on 7? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  The eagle putt was probably 15 feet.  No. 8 was about the same, 15.  

This one was like 30. 

 

Q.  Yeah, I had that one at 35 because I counted your steps.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I was going to say it was at least 30. 

 

Q.  Did you feel nerves cranking, did it feel like you were trying to win an event? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Honestly, I wasn't even nervous at all today.  It was just one of those 

days where you feel like you're just super comfortable out on the golf course and relaxed.  In 

my pre-shot routine, I was like good tempo, that was all I told myself. 

 

Q.  Like you could do no wrong? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I mean, we're in the Bahamas, come on. 

 

Q.  What will you do tonight? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  We actually have a players' party tonight.  They have good food.  I'm 

about to get my grub on. 
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