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Round 2 Interview:  GERINA PILLER 
January 27, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Gerina, Jerry Foltz told me that he spoke with your caddie on the range and he 

said that you're a different player this year, there's a lot more confidence.  How do 

you react to those words?   

 

GERINA PILLER:  It's just huge to hear that from my caddie.  I can feel it in myself.  I 

worked really hard in the offseason trying to -- I had some stomach problems, so just getting 

on the right train with eating right and working out and my game feels great.  Christmas 

break I had to find a new driver.  My driver cracked and I got this brand new PXG driver that 

is on point.  It's always a good thing when you're on the range and your caddie asks you, 

"Do you have a backup for this?"  So I'm hitting it great and my game feels great. 

 

Q.  Wedge play also seems to be very improved.  Did you put a lot of time in that 

during the offseason or what would you attribute that to?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  For sure.  I think that obviously time, feel, but I think of lot of it attributes 

to just what I did in the gym and just eating right and got some new wedges again.  We got 

the PXG milled wedges, I didn't have those last year.  So they have a lot more spin and just 

a little tighter, which I love.  Just really excited about this year and feel really good about my 

game. 

 

Q.  31 career top-10s, four runner-up finishes.  What have you learned from those 

experiences, because you've held the lead before, that you can get you that first Tour 

win?   

 

GERINA PILLER:  Just really believing in myself that I can do this.  I don't have to play 

perfect golf and just go out there, play my game and focus on the process and the results 

will take care of itself. 

 

Q.  Putting really well, especially got your speed control down.  Is it just these greens 

or is it something you've been really focusing on? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I've really been focusing on trusting my line and trusting my speed, 

trusting my stroke.  Not really trying to -- I feel like in my golf game, the long game tee to 

green I'm a feel player and it seems like my tendency to get on the greens, I kind of lock 

down and kind of get very mechanical.  So really just focusing on really trusting what I have 

and trusting the line, speed that I choose. 

 

Q.  Did you change your diet?  How did you change your diet?  You were talking 

about your stomach issues.  
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GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, I just had some flareups in my stomach, and talking to my trainer 

about it, I did this thing called Whole 30 and just kind of eliminate kind of -- process of 

elimination.  And it's not that I lost weight, I just, I feel better, I have more energy.  I never 

really have been one to work out.  I'm sure I've said it many times.  I've been in the gym and 

it's paid off and it's nice to see that it has paid off.  I came back and did some driver testing 

before I came out here back in Texas and I didn't feel as rusty as I normally do because I do 

take the whole month of December off.  I don't touch a club, I don't even look at them.  It's a 

huge change for me, but I feel like it's very positive. 

 

Q.  Did you have a trainer and a nutritionist? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  No, he kind of does a little bit of both.  His wife does, is kind of like an 

advocate for the Whole 30.  It was hard over Christmas, you have the cookies and all the 

goodies, and that sugar dragon was sure calling my name.  It was tough but it's something 

that I'm willing to try if it's going to help me on the golf course.  Not necessarily like oh, if I 

eat well or work out I'm going to shoot better, but it's just the way I feel and the energy.  

Usually I come off 18 and I'm like get me a shower and the bed.  So I feel great.  Just really 

looking forward to this year.  The swing feels good.  I was really worried about some new 

clubs I was putting in the bag, but they're phenomenal, I think they're perfect.   

 

Q.  In a lot of instances you don't realize how bad you felt until you start feeling better.  

Was that the case with you? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Oh, for sure, 100 percent.  I think it was more that you're not so sure that 

you want to put all your eggs in that basket and you feel like you may at some point waste 

your time and that kind of was holding me back.  But I think just kind of diving into it and 

really trusting my trainer and the people around me.  I feel great and I'm just going to keep 

doing what I'm doing. 

 

Q.  Did Martin do it with you? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  No.  He does just like a 2.0 version of it, not full in.  It's not like you're 

eating bowls of ice.  You're eating meats, vegetables and fruits.  You know, I make dinner, of 

course he would probably wrap it in a tortilla and put some cheese on it and I'm over there 

drooling, like can I just smell that?  But no he's been great.  It's just one of those things 

where hopefully he can kind of get on that bandwagon and hopefully it helps him.  It may 

not, it doesn't help everybody, but it certainly helps me. 

 

Q.  What's your trainer's name? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Ryan Overturf. 

 

Q.  What is it like having him on course watching you play? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  It's great.  It's kind of like a little security blanket.  I love having him out 
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on the road and I love hanging out with him and just being with him.  When he can be here, 

it just makes me feel a lot more comfortable. 

 

Q.  This is the only time this year where your schedules are going to coincide this 

closely where he's playing four miles away.  That had to be kind of cool knowing that 

going in? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, I mean, he actually wasn't even planning on coming over.  It was 

kind of a last-minute deal.  I've got to stay here until Tuesday, so I wasn't going to go home 

until Tuesday.  I said you might as welcome over and hang out.  So he jumped on a little 

puddle jumper and hopped on over, so I'm pretty excited he did that.   

 

Q.  Scoring conditions were really good again today.  Did you feel not necessarily 

pressure but motivation to keep trying to make birdies because you knew there were 

going to be a lot out there? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  You know, not at all.  I don't know what it is, I didn't really feel nervous at 

all today.  I had some tougher pars that I kind of -- got my attention, but definitely no sense 

of urgency or anything.  There's plenty of birdie holes out here.  You can't really wish them 

in, you've got to execute and focus on what you can control and that's the shot at hand.  So 

that's kind of the mentality I've been having.  Just went out there and got off to a really good 

start.  Yesterday I bogeyed my first hole, bogeyed that dang hole again today, but I'm going 

to get it tomorrow.  So just got to go out there.  The scores are going to be low because the 

conditions are perfect, the course is in phenomenal shape, the greens are great.  

 

Q.  What's the model of your new driver? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  0811.  
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