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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: TIGER WOODS      
January 26, 2017 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I was fighting out there all day.  Didn't really hit it that good.  Greens 

were a little tough out there with some of the putts and I had a round of which I let it slip 

away in the middle part of the back nine and unfortunately didn't hit very good shots. 

 

Q.  Tiger, you talked about getting into the flow of the round early.  What wasn't 

happening for you out there? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's just weird to say this but it was just we were playing so much 

slower than I'm used to.  We played really quick at Hero.  Here it was just a little bit slower 

and it was just weird.  I mean honestly, it was just weird waiting that much.  Not used to 

doing that.  At home I guess we're flying a little quicker than this.  It was just a different 

rhythm.  We were out there talking most of the day trying just to kill time. 

 

Q.  Tiger, is any of it unexpected though given the difficulty of the course?  Obviously 

brutal rough out there, wet, cold.  I mean in some ways you can kind of know if things 

aren't going well? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, it was tough out there, period.  I was in the rough most of the day 

and it was tough.  It was wet.  The very first hole, okay, here we go.  We've got a ball that's 

sitting into the grain.  Not only was it into the grain but it was buried underneath there and it 

was going from left to right, which that's the path I needed to take.  So I'm like okay, this is 

the very first hole.  Let's not do this anymore.  Unfortunately, I did it most of the day. 

 

Q.  Tiger, obviously your swing is different than last time you played a full PGA Tour 

event.  How much of that were you fighting today in spite of all the practice? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, certainly I'm trying to get a feel for it and trying to get a feel for 

playing.  There's just so much is different, you know?  Playing in slower conditions, softer.  

It's much softer than what we have at home.  It's much cooler than what we have at home.  

It's just different.  I'm trying to get used to a little bit of this and I was fighting throughout the 

day and I just didn't quite get it done after the middle part of that back nine. 

 

Q.  Tiger, you say often you get nervous on the first tee.  Eight, nine, 10 deep around 

the tee, it felt like a major championship today.  When your name was announced, 

describe the nerves and emotion coming back on tour. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, to be honest with you, I was just so focused on hitting the ball up 

that right side that, I mean, I know the ovations were awfully generous and they were very 

nice, but I was so focused on hitting the ball up the right side, not in the left bunker because I 

remember hitting it over there in the U.S. Open and being dead.  Tees were up today.  Both 

of the guys ahead of me hit it straight right because they knew that left bunker was dead.  I 

knew it was dead.  If I could just hook it up the right side a little bit.  People were being very 
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nice, they were cheering.  But obviously I was grinding so hard to put the ball up the right 

side of the fairway. 

 

Q.  How much patience do you allow yourself coming back? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  That's what Joey kept telling me all day today, just be patient with it.  I 

didn't quite smile at him a few of those times he said that.  But I was fighting out there trying 

to get my ball around the golf course and score.  And I had it to 1 under par there through 

11.  I was in good shape with the par 5 coming up, we knew the tees were up.  And if I could 

just get through 12, you know, drive in the fairway, and 13 we have an iron in there, I could 

put together a pretty good round.  And it went the other way.  I hit bad tee shots and made a 

bad three-putt there at 13 and just laid up from the rough into the rough.  I just kept 

compounding problems and mistakes out there.  

 

Q.  On the front side where you got it up and down, there were a few tough spots at 

times, like on 5, that flop shot.  If anything, those might be the shots you wouldn't 

have without much practice or playing? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  The shot that we couldn't simulate is a flop shot out of the rough.  I grew 

my bermuda rough up at home but it's just not the same.  So yesterday during the pro-am I 

hit just a ton of those type of flop shots or sticking the club in the ground and just chopping it 

out of there.  I got a pretty good feel for it yesterday.  It was nice, it came back quickly.  Took 

about I'm guessing just over about 10 holes of hitting shots before I got the feel of it again 

and then I felt comfortable with it.  And today I had some of those shots and I felt very 

comfortable, my feel was good.  I hit some good ones out there. 

 

Q.  Tiger, can you take -- (No microphone.)? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, I was not.  I know I'm a SoCal kid and this is where I'm from, but to 

have it out here, have this many people come out here and support us and support this 

event, it means a lot to not only myself but the rest of the guys. 

 

Q.  Can you take some positives out of today's round and if so, what are they? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I fought my tail off out there, I fought hard.  It was nice to put together a 

round when I wasn't hitting it that great early.  I was putting together the round.  As I said, I 

was 1 under through 11 and I was in a good spot to really shoot a good round today and 

didn't really have, you know, my best stuff early.  But I got through there and that's one of 

the positives obviously I'm going to take out of it.  We somehow all made birdie on the last 

hole, so we were high fiving in there.  We don't know how we made them, but we're going to 

go over on some better greens tomorrow, some better conditions and hopefully not only 

myself but the rest of the guys, we can put some good numbers up tomorrow. 
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