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Round 1 Interview:  STACY LEWIS 
January 27, 2017 
 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Bit of a slow start, a little bit of nerves I guess not really trusting what I was 

doing to start, but really got the putter rolling kind of middle of the round and birdied the par 

5s, which is what you have to do on this golf course.  Still a couple things I can do better, but 

overall it was a really good day. 

 

Q.  The last I think three years including this round today your scoring average on 

this course is 69.  Does it like just fit your game well here at the Ocean Club, what's 

the reason for that?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I like this golf course.  You know, you have to really be comfortable 

with the tee shots and it's all about making birdies, which I usually do a pretty good job of.  

So taking advantage of the par 5s is a key and I was able to do that today. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  Is the atmosphere at all like more conducive to scoring, the scenic view or 

any of that for you?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I like coming here to start the year.  It's so relaxing, you wake up, 

you see the ocean every day.  You're definitely not stressing about golf right now.  It's a 

great place for us to start the year.  

 

Q.  Did you see this coming, was it something you had felt comfortable on the 

greens?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, I would say over the last week I'd probably felt it coming.  I 

felt like I was doing some better things.  Played a match last Saturday at the Floridian and 

made seven birdies in a row, so it was kind of good to, you know, because once you get in a 

groove like that and you start pulling shots off, just seeing that, seeing that happen it gives 

you a lot of confidence.  Just felt like the stuff I was working on was the right thing and the 

biggest difference today was the putts.  I made a lot of putts and felt like I was going to make 

a lot of putts and haven't felt that way in a while. 

 

Q.  One of your pro-am partners told me you made six birdies on your own out of nine 

holes in your pro-am?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I played pretty good yesterday, too. 

 

Q.  Who was your match against?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  It was me and Alison Walshe against Gerrod and a friend of ours that's a 

member at the Floridian, so they were like five down at the turn because Alison birdied nine.  
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So there wasn't really much of a match. 

 

Q.  I guess not, my goodness.  You said yesterday or whatever day it was that it was 

more about getting your iron shots in the right place that brought on the better 

putting?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Right. 

 

Q.  Is that what happened today or did you just flat out putt better?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  I mean, I definitely putted better but hit the wedges a lot better today.  So I 

took advantage of the par 5s, took advantage of some of the short holes, and then some of 

the longer holes you've just got to hit shots in the middle of the green and move on.  That's 

what I was able to do.  I wasn't really in much trouble today other than the first hole where it 

was all over the place, but I mean if anything, it just kind of made me say, just trust what I 

was doing because I know the stuff I'm working on is right, it's just getting myself to trust it. 

 

Q.  And what are you working on? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Biggest, I mean with the golf swing, biggest thing is keeping the club 

outside my hands.  That's what I found I looked back at swings from when I won at  

St. Andrews and different places and the common theme was that club was outside my 

hands.  So that's the biggest thing.  And trying to get the elbow low at the top, but that's 

more Joe's focus than mine.  And then down through the ball, it's trying to keep the 

shoulders more level.  That's with the golf swing.  And then with the putter it's just getting set 

up, so I put the line down and put the line where I'm trying to aim and then it's getting my 

eyes to where that looks the same place once I'm over the ball because from there the 

stroke is fine.  So I'm not even really doing anything with the stroke.  Actually I found myself, 

I had a couple putts early where I was doing my practice swing kind of behind the ball and 

I'm like, why am I doing this, this is taking too much time and I don't need to do it and I found 

myself thinking more about my stroke and so I just quit doing it altogether, cut out the 

practice stroke, and it just got me focused on the putt I was hitting and they all started going 

in after that. 

 

Q.  Have you done that before?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  No, I've never done it, but it just it made me -- that's what I do when I just 

play at home.  I mean, I don't sit when I'm home doing a practice swing.  I do it on my full 

shots but putts you don't really do it.  So it was just slowing me down more than anything 

so -- and it worked. 

 

Q.  Since you don't have a wedding this year or the Olympics, do you feel more 

relaxed right now than you did?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, just the last two months I've felt more relaxed, just not as much stuff 
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going on and just able to work on my game.  That was something I hadn't been able to do in 

a year.  Just to be able to sit out there and hit 30, 40-yard wedge shots so when you get on 

the golf course you know what to do.  I just haven't been able to do that.  So just to be able 

to do that, you take advantage of par 5s, and all the sudden you get some momentum and 

good rounds happen. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

