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Round 1 Interview:  CELINE HERBIN 
January 26, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Did you come into the first round of the season with expectations or do you just 

go out and see what happens? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  You just go out and see what happens.  Obviously I working in the 

offseason on my game, so I guess I did a few good things in the offseason to be able to shot 

minus 6 in the first round.  I mean, I did very -- it's the only bad that I had, it's a good shot, 

just a club selection mistake.  And if not, but I react really well on No. 7 so I cannot be sad 

with that round.  I hit the ball very well and I putt very well also. 

 

Q.  So you work with Seve's brother? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Correct. 

 

Q.  What did you guys work on in the offseason? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  So we work on two specific things, the (inaudible) in the swing and then 

after a lot of putting.  I focus lot on the putting during the offseason.  You see my stats last 

year, it was putting that was the weakest spot of my game.  Today was good.  

 

Q.  Was it mechanical or --  

 

CELINE HERBIN:  No, more routine and mental things. 

 

Q.  Mental, right. 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, about green reading and (inaudible.)   

 

Q.  You got a late start to the game relatively speaking. 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, very late.  

 

Q.  What did you play before golf? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Which sport?  In my childhood I played tennis a lot, so I played tennis 

from 8 to 16.  I begin golf at 15 and a half.  Did one year in (inaudible) and then I quit tennis 

at 16. 

 

Q.  Were you good at tennis? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, kind of.  Not even at the national level in France or not very good.  
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I was okay. 

 

Q.  But you got hooked on golf?   

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  I got much better much quicker in golf.  My first 

season in golf I improved handicap very, very quickly.  But then after I studied seven years 

and I work as an engineer and then I quit job to come back to golf.  My first professional 

season full time on the Ladies European Tour I was 29.  It's just a very different story. 

 

Q.  For sure.  So what made you decide sitting in I assume an office somewhere 

working as an engineer, hey, I want to go turn pro? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, I always have had that in my mind, but as because I began late 

golf, I was not ready to go forward to college in America.  Studying in France, when you are 

good at school, you go to an engineering school.  I really like math.  I was good in studies. 

 

Q.  You got a masters then? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  And then after I did a masters in marketing (inaudible) knowledge. 

 

Q.  Wow, all kinds of stuff.  

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, and play golf. 

 

Q.  So who convinced you or made you decide --  

 

CELINE HERBIN:  No, it's me, it's me.  During my engineering years, it's five years in 

France, studies.  The first season I did exchange with an American university, Bucknell 

University in Pennsylvania.  During that season I could play every day because in America 

you play when you are done studying, you can practice every in the afternoon and you've 

got to play a lot of tournaments.  I played full time with them, with Bucknell University, and 

they definitely gave me the sense that I wanted to come back as a professional in America.  

That was my goal. 

 

Q.  Did you play on the team, on the golf team? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, yeah, full time.  (Inaudible.)  

 

Q.  And so when was that?  

 

CELINE HERBIN:  It was 2004. 

 

Q.  2004.  But then you went and -- 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  I came back and -- 
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Q.  -- you got a regular job? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, because I stopped playing golf after that because it was difficult.  I 

studied my masters in Paris and I didn't have a golf club to go to.  I was living center of 

Paris.  I didn't have the resources, no, to be able to play.  So I stopped like one year with no 

tournaments and I come back.  It was tough.  It was definitely when I began to start with my 

coach, Vincente Ballesteros, I was already three times that I was trying LET Q-School, like 

missing each time.  And I began to work with him in July and in December I finished seventh 

at Q-School.  We already changed a lot of things in my mind about how to play golf and then 

that's why I began 2012 was my first. 

 

Q.  That was when you were 29? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, 2012 was my first season.  I was born in '82, so I was 29, 30. 

 

Q.  And then you end up winning the French Open, imagine that. 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah.  I mean definitely I was improving during my -- every year I was 

improving.  We are doing a very good job with all my golf with Vincente.  It's already five 

(inaudible) after six events, we begin working.  And so yeah, I end up winning the French 

Open with (inaudible) very good players in the field, so it was nice.   

 

It was after that I began playing on the Symetra Tour and beginning 2015 I play on Symetra 

Tour mainly here to learn and it seasoned me a lot, I learned a lot to play here.  I arrived in 

Europe to play some tournaments and I was feeling much stronger, much better.  It helps a 

lot.  It is more like (indiscernible.)  

 

Q.  So are you thinking about the Solheim Cup? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Why not?  My win is in the points.  Of course as a European, we just 

began the season. 

 

Q.  But it's a goal? 

 

CELINE HERBIN:  Yeah, yeah, it's one of my goals, for sure.  It's tough, no.  I'm definitely 

not the favorite.  
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