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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: ADAM HADWIN       
January 26, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Adam, it's been a year since we chatted or we saw each other, it was a Monday 

morning and you climbed down in the hole of the big tree at 15.  A lot's changed since 

then, Mr. 59.  

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Yeah.  Well, I'm just playing some good golf right now.  Everything went 

in last Saturday.  A little disappointed I couldn't pull it off, but Hudson played some great golf 

and went back out and kind of got started where I left off last week. 

 

Q.  I want to ask you about that, but first I've got to talk about the round of golf today.  

Going on the South Course, you know that it's cold, it's wet, you're not the longest 

hitter on the planet, you've got to go out there and shoot a score and you did.  

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Yeah, I appreciate you telling everybody that.  Thanks.  No, you're right.  

It's tough golf course.  You have to drive it well.  If you get it in the fairway with all the rain 

we've had, you can be aggressive.  I had a lot of shots, 5-irons stopping within a couple feet, 

so I got it in the fairway early.  Obviously I've been putting really well the last couple years 

and gave myself a lot of looks and had a bunch go in today. 

 

Q.  How were the greens, did they hold up pretty good considering all the moisture?  

They were a little rough early in the week? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Absolutely.  It certainly helped we were first group out and we had nine 

pure greens for sure, but even the back nine they started to get a little bumpy.  It's poa 

annua, it's the west coast, it's expected, so they were pretty good. 

 

Q.  How tough was it, going back to last week, how tough was it playing that round on 

Sunday?  I mean it was an easy round of golf, too.  That's the thing, 59s are 59s, but 

man, you made it look really easy that day, too.  

 

ADAM HADWIN:  I don't think it was that easy.  I made a lot of putts, I hit a lot of good 

shots.  You can't really make any mistakes to shoot 59.  I think Sunday's round was probably 

harder than that Saturday round, at least finishing anyways.  It was a lot of fun to be in the 

hunt and I kept myself all the way through up to 18.  And again, I've got to give it to Hudson, 

he played well. 

 

Q.  Here with Adam Hadwin who brought a lot of momentum from the California 

desert to Torrey Pines highlighted by 59 over the weekend.  Not a sub-60 number out 

there today, but you took on a very difficult South Course.  How good was that 

performance in your opinion? 
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ADAM HADWIN:  I don't want to say it was as good as a 59, but it was pretty darn good.  I 

gave myself lots of opportunities, I hit a lot of fairways, which is key out on that South 

Course.  With the soft conditions, you have good numbers, you can take advantage.  You 

can fly it right to pins.  I took advantage of some good greens being out in the first group and 

made a couple putts and, like you said, continue that momentum from last week. 

 

Q.  Nice 66 today, but I do want to go back over the weekend.  You shot that 59 at La 

Quinta at the CareerBuilder Challenge, becoming just the eighth player on the PGA 

Tour to go sub-60.  Now that you've had a few days to digest everything, what does 

that mean to you? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  You know, I think it's going to take longer than a couple days.  You know, 

I really wanted to go out and win and kind of cap the 59 off that weekend.  You know, 

finished one shot short and I played some great golf on Sunday.  Like I said, I think it's going 

to take a little bit to sink in but it's pretty cool.  Especially when someone sends a text and 

says there's more people who walked on the moon than shot sub-60, so that's a pretty cool 

stat.  

 

Q.  How were you able to managed expectations coming from golf courses where you 

can make a lot of birdies to the South Course, which you showed today you can play 

and score on but it's very difficult out there?   

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Yeah, I actually take pretty much the same mindset as I did over there, 

just get in the fairway and then from there pick a target, pick a number, hit the shot and give 

yourself a look for birdie.  I did that all day.  I mean, I really striped it around that golf course 

and it was good to see because you can get some pretty nasty lies in the rough out there 

and can kind of scramble around, so pretty easy round for me today. 

 

Q.  Anything you learned Sunday for this week? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  I think the biggest thing just was that I was able to stay patient the whole 

round.  I never started pressing, I never felt like I got that far out of rhythm.  I didn't feel like I 

hit it that well on Sunday, but I made some incredible putts coming down the stretch and I 

kept myself in the golf tournament.  I think that's probably the biggest thing that I learned is 

that I actually re-watched the CareerBuilder from the previous year when I was in the final 

group and I noticed some of the mannerisms that kind of started to happen on the back side 

and how I got frustrated and kind of out of rhythm and that sort of thing.  I wasn't expecting 

to put myself in the same position, but learning from that and seeing that, I knew what I had 

to do and I was able to stick to the game plan and I was right there until the very end. 

 

Q.  When did you watch it? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  When the Golf Channel was rerunning.  I think I taped it and ran through it 

really quickly.  I didn't want to watch myself, I just wanted to watch the swings that I was 

making, some of the decisions that I was making, how Joe and I were interacting on the golf 
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course.   

 

Just one of the biggest things I picked up was, like I said, my attitude.  I started making a 

couple bogeys and you could tell I was getting frustrated, I was getting down on myself.  I 

feel like I'm doing a much better job now of not doing that. 

 

Q.  How different are these golf courses? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  You go from a golf course where you can almost hit it anywhere and it's 

basically a putting competition to two golf courses where you have to -- you've got to put the 

ball in the fairway, and even from there you've got to give yourself, you know, the right side 

of the greens to have a good putt at it.  I don't want to say this is a bomber's paradise 

because I'm not the longest guy and I played pretty well today, but you have to put it in the 

fairway, especially somebody of my length.  The holes are just too difficult to play out of the 

rough all day. 

 

Q.  The attitude you just mentioned, the good number that you got today, what does 

that do for your attitude? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Well, it just keeps me confident, right?  I kept everything rolling from last 

week.  I think I swung it as good today as I have in a long time, which was obviously what I 

needed to do out there.  Just a lot of confidence moving forward knowing that the rhythm is 

there and you can do it basically. 

 

Q.  Is there anything specific you worked on in the offseason that's paying off in these 

first couple starts of 2017? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  No, nothing in particular.  If anything, maybe just a little bit of footwork, 

making sure that the weight distribution and spine angle and everything stays consistent 

throughout the round.  You know, a little bit of that stuff.  Nothing major, though. 

 

Q.  You said over there this wasn't a 59, but where does that rank in your all-time 

rounds knowing how hard this golf course is? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Yeah, I mean, I've played some incredible rounds in my short career so 

far, but, you know, like I said, I think the course is playing a little bit easier because of the 

soft conditions right now.  Obviously lift, clean and place, which helps immensely during a 

tournament round.  It's a really good start to this tournament, but I've got three more days to 

go still. 

 

Q.  You were in contention for a 54 one year, weren't you? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  I think so, but I have some bad memories from that final round. 

 

Q.  What's the biggest difference between then and now? 
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ADAM HADWIN:  I think the biggest difference is I've grown up.  I continue to grow up each 

week and continue to mature and get wiser and just be smarter on the golf course and just 

play strengths.  You know, eliminating mistakes and having a little bit more fun out there, just 

enjoying myself, enjoying the walk and it's tough not to do that at Torrey.  

 

Q.  Anything that you like about these courses? 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  Coming into this event, typically I would have said I'm a strong ball striker 

and that's what would suit me.  It hasn't shown that the past couple years on tour, but I 

always feel like I can do well here because of that.  I think I hit my long irons pretty well and 

you need to do that out here, especially on the par 3s.  And then I mean I just love walking 

around this piece of property.  It's beautiful.  You look out at the ocean and getting the 

sunset last night.  Really just coming back and love the city here, too. 

 

Q.  Are you kicking yourself for the last putt on 18, or are you at that point -- 

 

ADAM HADWIN:  No, I'm not kicking myself.  Obviously I wanted to make it.  I had a couple 

putts on the front nine, too, I think on 2 and 3 that were inside eight feet or something as 

well.  I'm not upset by it.  I hit a good putt, it just broke more than I thought.  I played some 

extremely good golf, and if I can keep that rhythm going for the next three days, I'll have a 

good chance. 
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