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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW: JASON DAY       
January 26, 2017 
 

 

 

JASON DAY:  Actually, I thought I missed it and it broke back the wrong direction and went 

in.  Yeah, it was kind of -- four three-putts today.  The greens were very, very difficult.  I 

mean, from tee to green I actually, you know, hit it good, but once you got on the greens it 

was a difficult task just because of just the bumps.  It was soft, bumpy and quick, which is a 

very, very tough combination. 

 

Q.  It's a no-brainer what you need to do tomorrow, especially on the North Course 

which is a little bit more gettable? 

 

JASON DAY:  Yeah, I mean, those guys on the North Course definitely have better greens 

over there.  With the greens kind of being brand new, they should be rolling a lot more true 

out on that side, especially with I think having 007 bent.  Out here on the poa annua, when it 

grows in the afternoon and guys have been walking over it with soft conditions like this, it 

makes it a lot tougher to hole putts.  But those guys are going to go over to the South and 

hopefully we can capitalize on the North and that's what we have to do.  Get yourself into the 

weekend somewhere kind of closer to the lead and just inch your way back into the 

tournament. 

 

Q.  Jason, this is the first time you've played with Tiger as the World No. 1.  Was there 

any sense of like the student wants to show the teacher what he can do?   

 

JASON DAY:  No, no.  It was more so just I'm always excited to see how he was going to 

play.  Having 17 months off is a very, very long time.  I think everyone was kind of 

anticipating what the comeback would look like.  But once again, I said it over the last couple 

days, we can't just break down everything he did today because it's been 17 months.  Let 

him go a year, let him play and go from there.  You know, that's the same with us.  We can't 

panic too much at the start of the year.  I always look back at it and look at Rory's year last 

year.  He really didn't do a lot until the FedExCup and he ended up being the FedExCup 

champion.  So just be patient, keep working on the things we need to and hopefully they 

(inaudible.)  

 

Q.  Is it a bit daunting to be 8 back starting tomorrow or are you confident going into 

the North Course? 

 

JASON DAY:  No, not really because it's just we have a U.S. Open-style golf course on the 

South.  Usually on the weekend everything tightens up and I think if you can, you know, golf 

your ball on the weekend, it shouldn't take a lot.  I mean, you've still got to play really well, 

but if I can not have any three-putts, give myself the opportunities I had.  I had, like I said, 

four three-putts and two kick-ins really that I missed for birdie.  So that's six shots right there 

and I should be easily 4 under, sitting kind of nice going to the North side tomorrow.  But it is 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

what it is. 

 

Q.  Jason, how would you describe the atmosphere, though, with your threesome? 

 

JASON DAY:  Yeah, it was great.  The turnout was unbelievable.  I don't know how, four, 

five, six deep on each side.  It was pretty impressive to watch.  That's kind of the old-school 

days of Tiger Woods when he was dominating at his best.  To be able to see that was pretty 

special.  You know, it's interesting to play amongst it because you've got cameras going, 

you've got people yelling, you've got people talking.  So it's good things, it is all good things 

because it just only makes you better and better as a golfer. 

 

Q.  How does it change like the juices flowing for you when you're out there? 

 

JASON DAY:  Yeah, you know what, you're concentrating extra hard out there because 

obviously this is a tough golf course, but you want to make sure that you're playing well.  

Tiger's back, the cameras are on you, so you've just got to -- I'm trying to do my best.  

Unfortunately, it wasn't the way that everyone wanted to start, but I gave it 100 percent.  I 

can't do anything more than just that. 

 

Q.  And your concern going in was the physical play.  You're feeling good, right? 

 

JASON DAY:  Yeah, I feel good.  Just it is what it is with the back, but overall I feel pretty 

good.  I'm looking forward to the next three days.  It's going to be a fun challenge.  It's going 

to be tough as the week goes on. 
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