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Media Conference  JAY MONAHAN          
January 25, 2017 
 

 

JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the 

Farmers Insurance Open and today's press conference with the fourth commissioner of the 

PGA Tour, Jay Monahan.  My name is Joel Schuchmann with the PGA Tour, and before we 

take your questions, it's my pleasure to introduce the commissioner of the PGA Tour Jay 

Monahan, who will start with some opening remarks and make a special announcement.  

Jay, welcome.    

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Thank you, Joel, and good afternoon to everyone.  It's a great honor for 

me to be in front of you for the first time as commissioner of the PGA Tour.  It's a great 

privilege to work with and represent the greatest players in the world, to work in the greatest 

game in the world, work alongside the great team we have at the PGA Tour and our industry 

partners, all of whom have a great passion for growing the game as we go forward. 

 

I want to first start off by thanking Farmers, because without Farmers Insurance, we would 

not be here today.  We all know the story of how they stepped up in such an incredible way 

back in 2010.  Mike Linton, their chief marketing officer, is here today, I want to thank Mike 

and welcome Mike.  Mike, thank you.   

 

The City of San Diego, we're extremely proud of being in San Diego.  We've been here since 

1952, we've been at Torrey Pines since 1968.  Such a great story of municipal golf and such 

a great story as we come into this week with all the work that's been done on the North 

Course.   

 

Also want to commend the team at Torrey Pines, in particular the superintendent.  When we 

get to this weekend and everyone all over the world is seeing San Diego in its full glory, no 

one will know the challenges that we had in the days leading into the event.   

 

And finally, I want to thank our partner, CBS.  This will be our first event on the CBS 

schedule in 2017 and we're excited to get going. 

 

I want to thank the media.  Media is a very important relationship with the PGA Tour and it's 

a relationship that is and is going to continue to be very important for me.  I feel like we have 

a very bright future at the PGA Tour and you are our conduit to our fans and I look forward to 

communicating with you and communicating to our fans and I know you share the same 

passion I have for this game and for the PGA Tour.   

 

Joel mentioned that we have a special announcement.  Every week where we come to our 

tournaments, we're reminded of the uniqueness and I think in many respects the greatness 

of our business model, and that is all about charity and volunteerism.  And at this event, 

there's a great story that I'll get to in a minute, but we talk about Together, Anything's 

Possible.  Each week our players, our fans, our volunteers and our sponsors come together 
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and the world's best players play, and when we leave, we make a big impact on the 

community where we play and on a number of charities. 

 

At this tournament, remarkably there's been a gentleman who has volunteered for this 

is his 50th year.  Interesting story, he's missed one day in 50 years and it was 2013 

when we had torrential rain and nobody could get here.  His name is Bob Steber.  He 

spent 30 years in the fire department at Chula Vista, 20 of which he was captain.  He 

has some great stories to tell, including walking alongside President Ford and Bob 

Hope in the early years.  But given that this is all about impact, I thought Bob would 

be the perfect person to come up and make a special announcement on behalf of the 

PGA Tour, so Bob Steber.    

 

(Applause.)  

 

BOB STEBER:  Jay said he's proud to be here.  Well, I'm proud to represent the charities 

that the tournament represents.  On behalf of all the volunteers, I'm excited to share the 

news that in 2016, the PGA Tour and its tournaments generated more than $166 million for 

charity, a new record.  The PGA Tour has now generated $2.46 billion for charity since 

1938.  Thank you, Dan. 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Thank you, Bob.  Thanks for everything. 

 

I also want to say a special thank you to the Century Club, our host organization, our 

partner.  They have done a wonderful job and continue to grow this event in meaningful and 

impactful ways, so thank you to Century Club as well. 

 

JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  Before we take some questions, Jay, you've been on the job for 

three weeks or so.  A lot of great momentum, Justin Thomas, et cetera.  Do you want to just 

go through some highlights from the first few weeks?  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Oh, yes, Justin Thomas is certainly one of them.  I'm convinced he's still 

in Hawaii.  Why would you ever leave if you've had that much success?  But you go from 

Justin to Hudson and that great performance last week, which really was exceptional.   

 

This has been an interesting week in that I was a rookie at rookie orientation -- rookie dinner, 

excuse me, Monday night.  We had 23 of our rookies for dinner and had a very nice 

conversation with them.  And now that they've had a number of opportunities to get out and 

play, it's really interesting to get their perspective and to be around that unbridled 

enthusiasm.   

 

And then last night we had a combination of a player meeting and a PAC meeting.  And 

speaking of PAC and going back to Justin, Justin committed to being on our Player Advisory 

Council prior to the SBS Tournament of Champions.  Following his commitment to the PAC, 

we don't expect any issues with our players stepping forward and volunteering to be on a 

Player Advisory Council going forward.   
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But it's been a great start to the year.  Obviously Tiger is back this week, which creates a 

whole 'nother level of excitement.  Just look at the consistency from all of our players at the 

highest levels.  And I'm not going to name the names, you know them, but it's just so 

exciting to see the young talent continue to step forward and those players that have been 

out here all the way up to our veterans continuing to compete at the highest level. 

 

JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  We'll take some questions. 

 

Q.  What does Tiger's return to the Tour mean, and the follow-up to that question, is 

the super pairing tomorrow, is that going to be a common thing now on the PGA Tour 

where you put three big names together like that? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think Tiger's return, I think the impact is felt in so many ways from 

simply just walking around and seeing the energy in the crowds to seeing the energy in the 

coverage leading into the tournament, not just here in San Diego, but throughout the country 

and throughout the world.  I think that there's great anticipation, and that anticipation is 

preceded by 79 wins on the PGA Tour. 

 

So based on his performance at the Hero World Challenge, I think people are very excited to 

see this run of events that he's going to play at, but I think it's as much the other great young 

players and players we have on our tour and the fact that he's coming back and competing 

on the same stage with them that is really driving the interest, but it's fantastic.    

 

I think in terms of the super pairings, for the last number of years, you look back on our 

pairings I think week in and week out, we have what we consider super pairings.  I think this 

is particularly super because he's returned, but you will see top players playing together and 

that's been an emphasis for us.  We're in a world where players want to see unique formats, 

unique groups of players playing together, top players playing together, players from 

different parts of the world playing together.  So we're constantly thinking about how do we 

address that and do it from the standpoint of our global fans. 

 

Q.  Just following up on your comments on Tiger, how important is it to the Tour as a 

whole with his reach and the media following and what he brings, how important is it 

not just that he's here but that he's competitive at some point? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think the fact that he is here and he brings his incredible track 

record here is the most important factor.  As it relates to his competitiveness, I think 

everyone would like to see him perform at a very high level.  But when I look at and we look 

at Tiger, you've got to look at someone who's going to have a huge presence in the game for 

a long, long time to come.  The longer he's playing alongside the best players in the world 

and competing at the highest level, I think that's certainly great for the PGA Tour and 

certainly great for our sport and it brings more people into the sport and into the PGA Tour. 

 

Q.  Jay, a question about the Waste Management Phoenix Open next week.  There's 
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now 16,000 seats around the 16th hole.  Have you had any discussions with the 

Thunderbirds whether or not there would ever be a cap on the number of people 

around that hole.  Then the second part of the question, in the last couple years the 

Tour has said no to caddie races and golfers throwing things in the stands.  Any of 

those rules change? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  As it relates to cap, we closely monitor everything at our tournaments and 

we're certainly very sensitive and cognizant of fan safety, as are the Thunderbirds.  So we 

work with them day in and day out as we make plans, as we do our postmortem and as we 

make plans for the following year to right now we've got the team on site.  So we're 

comfortable that they'll be able to create a great atmosphere and people will be safe and 

that's of utmost importance.   

 

And then as it relates to the caddie race, I don't expect to see any change on that front, but 

that event obviously creates a very unique atmosphere and I don't think you have to do 

much to add to that atmosphere.  It's unlike anything else in sport and we're looking forward 

to another great Waste Management Phoenix Open. 

 

Q.  Jay, we've had three sub-60 rounds in six months.  Your reaction to that?  Do you 

like it, do you not like it?  Has there been any discussion whether or not there's too 

many of those? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I don't think we're going to see a sub-60 round this week, so I think we've 

addressed that. 

 

No, I think -- I just think that you go back and look at the conditions in Hawaii, and I was 

talking to someone earlier today, particularly at Waialae, I think there's a combination of a 

lack of wind with what were softer green conditions than we had in the past combined with 

just incredible play.  You look at the gap that Justin had from the second-place finisher, I 

mean, that was just one of those days, just like it was for Adam Hadwin.   

 

So I tend to look at that as a positive.  Those are super human feats.  At this point in the 

year as we're really getting going and hitting our stride I think a 59 rises us up and pulls 

more people into the PGA Tour, so I look at it as a positive. 

 

Q.  Jay, this is going to sound like a job interview question.  You already have the job, 

but what makes you the right person for this role at this time? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  That is a good question.  I think the fact that I've had the opportunity to 

grow up in this game and to be a part of a family that just loves this game and I'm fourth 

generation.  So it starts with a deep-rooted passion for the game, which through the years 

has led me to an interest in the business of sport, the business of entertainment, the 

business of media, and I love being around people and I love being a part of a team.  It just 

so happened that I had the good fortune of being invited to join the PGA Tour nine years 

ago and it's led me to this opportunity.  But it's not about -- it's not about me, it's all about we.  
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We've got great players, great members.  We've got a great team in place to take this sport 

and to take our tour and continue to grow it in meaningful ways.  I just feel like I'm prepared 

to do that alongside the people I work with. 

 

Q.  Jay, since you've been commissioner and before that you've talked to a lot of 

people, players, tournament directors, fans, what would you say is the greatest 

concern or most common concern about the future of the sport that you hear about 

and is it something that's on your radar, anything in particular? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, if the greater experience concern is not on my radar, then I don't 

deserve to have the job that Jason just mentioned. 

 

I think it's probably, I don't need to tell you that the media landscape is changing by the day, 

by the week, and the way that is evolving creates a level of uncertainty, and the level of 

uncertainty is less about how the media will involve, it's about how the fan and how 

individuals will consume it. 

 

So really trying to understand where this is all going from the standpoint of your fan, those 

that exist today and those that don't yet know they exist, I think is probably the biggest 

challenge because when you look at our charter, which is to maximize playing and financial 

opportunities for our players, to grow this game, to create a great outlet for volunteers and 

for charities, you've got to get that part of the equation right because all this is underpinned 

by great companies that have great purpose and want to know that we're getting ahead of 

that. 

 

Q.  Jay, you mentioned the player meeting last night.  I'm curious how much 

discussion there was about the proposed rules changes, and secondly, what impact 

do you think that would have on the Tour going forward? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I hope you don't mind my saying this, but with the player meetings, 

let me just spend a minute on our governance process.  We have a Player Advisory Council 

of 16 and we have four player directors that serve on our policy board and we have an 

annual player meeting, which was last night. 

 

So for us, that's an opportunity to share where we are as the business, where we're going, to 

be able to hear questions and for players to candidly express their opinions and for us to 

have an open dialogue. 

 

So for us, you know, I'm not going to get into the specifics of what we talked about last night, 

but we're always talking.  We are in conversations with the USGA on rules modification and 

that's something we're continuing to monitor.  I think the USGA will have more to say about 

that as we go forward. 

 

Q.  Jay, you mentioned at Kapalua the possibility of maybe doing a men's and 

women's event out there together.  How realistic is that and how might you see that 
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unfolding time-wise and possibility-wise? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think it's realistic.  I said it, so I'm very interested in making it 

happen.  Not I, we.  We, PGA Tour and also the LPGA.  So I think that setting lends itself 

very well for the men and women to come together with a limited field event, champions 

from both tours. 

 

It's all contingent on our being able to find a partner, and we're in discussions and I think that 

there's a reasonable chance that that could happen.  It could happen as early as 2018 or it 

could take longer, but when we announced a partnership with the LPGA, this is one of many 

things that we've identified to really lift both tours and to be fairly dynamic in the way we're 

presenting our tours. 

 

Q.  There's a good handful of local players in this tournament here.  What impact do 

you think that has on the atmosphere both for the players as well as for the fans who 

come to the tournament here? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I think it's fantastic, and I think that not only are they local, but they're 

loved and this is a golf passionate, golf rich city and area.  So when you have the players 

that we have on our tour that come from this area to achieve the success that they've had, to 

represent the area and for there to be the level of pride that it has, we're fortunate to see it in 

a lot of markets, I do think it's particularly unique here.  I was talking to a number of local 

players in the last couple hours and they're very focused on competing and winning in front 

of their great fans. 

 

Q.  Jay, you mentioned growth of the game as being one of the things of importance 

to the Tour.  I would assume that participation in the game is also included in that 

equation.  Some of the numbers on that are soft and there have been some 

indications of consolidation within the industry with golf courses being closed and so 

on. 

 

How do those numbers look to you and how important is that from your viewpoint? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think it's very important.  I mean, you want to have a healthy 

recreational side of the game and you want to have healthy participation and you want to 

continue to evolve in a way that you're going to bring more people to the sport. 

 

I think the challenges on participation is the way that we look at the numbers and I think 

you've got to look at not just the number of players that are playing and the rounds that they 

play, but it's all about how are people engaging in the game.  And when you look at Top 

Golf, when you look at more people playing simulated golf throughout the world, when you 

look at more people accessing the game in different ways, that to me is as important as the 

actual number because ultimately, if they're engaged in the game, that gives us an 

opportunity to get them playing the game, playing 18 holes, taking up the game and really 

participating in it. 
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So we take it, we follow them very seriously and we're committed to doing everything we can 

to see that those numbers grow using the platform of the PGA Tour. 

 

Q.  I'm just curious, Jay, if you've had a chance since you've started to meet with Vijay 

and how eager would you be to have that lawsuit taken care of one way or the other? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I have not had an opportunity to meet with Vijay.  I would welcome the 

opportunity to talk to Vijay or any of our players at any given time.  You know, we're a family 

and families have disagreements and anything that I would say in response to that I would 

like to have a conversation with Vijay first. 

 

Q.  Jay, in talking about families, how do you see your role as commissioner in 

working with the PGA Tour in sort of strengthening the relationship with the other 

tours, and how do we avoid a scenario like last year when we had the Bridgestone 

and that French Open fiasco?   

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I think our relationship with the other tours, they're our partners.  I think 

it's extremely important.  We're all charged to -- we're all a part of growing this game at the 

professional level throughout the world and we partner in a number of important impactful 

ways, and I think the key to any partnership is communication and we're going to continue to 

be good communicators.   

 

We will not be without our issues.  I mean, these things happen and you can look back in 

time.  There are a number of factors that led to the challenge that we had last year and there 

was no shortage of discussion about how we could rectify it, but I think it's -- this sport is 

unique in the fact that it's a global game with global tours and we take very seriously those 

relationships. 

 

Q.  Have any of the players expressed concern over the strength-of-field regulation to 

you? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Yes, yeah.  I think some players -- you've got to go back in time.  The 

process of getting to that regulation was two years, so we had a number of discussions in 

the context of that there are certain players that I think would have initially preferred that we 

not do it, but I think our players are so understanding of our business model and so 

supportive of our sponsors and recognizing that we've got this great portfolio of events and 

sponsors, I think we've had 21 players that have participated in the program thus far, 

feedback from sponsors has been positive, feedback from fans has been positive, and in my 

discussions in the last couple weeks, I've had a lot of positive conversations with our 

players.  I think it's -- we're very excited about it, and seeing the way different markets are 

responding to players that they haven't seen either before or in a long time I think is a really 

outcome. 

 

Q.  Going to Twitter with PGA Tour Live, you guys of all the sports, you guys seem to 
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be kind of that first one to embrace social media as far as live coverage, and what was 

the thought of doing that and kind of like unexpectedly, no one really even knew 

about it and launching it? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think the thought is that we want to provide our fans content when 

they want to receive it and how they want to receive it, and we work closely with all of our 

media partners to understand what the opportunities are.  And in the case of Twitter and the 

number of examples that preceded it, we feel like going back to the question that Geoff 

asked, presenting the content, understanding how fans are responding to it makes us more 

intelligent as an organization and this is something that we will continue to do.  It's an 

important part of our opportunity to present our sport. 

 

Q.  Jay, what do you see as the pros and cons of THE PLAYERS being held in March 

instead of May? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  THE PLAYERS right now is held in May.  

 

Q.  I'm sorry, March. 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I think that we're -- I think right now we plan on being in May for a 

long, you know, for the foreseeable future.  If we were to move to March, I think that there 

are -- we're in the middle of that analysis so I would prefer to get into the specifics of that in 

the future if we felt like that was the direction we were going in, but obviously we've been 

there in the past and it's a great debate because the tournament performed very well in 

March and it's performed very well in May.  So that question could probably elicit a 

20-minute response, but that's the debate that you would go through when you look at the 

two.  And you've got to look at a number of factors, as I'm sure you're well aware, and that's 

what we're in the process we're doing.  

 

Q.  I realize you're in the middle of kind of sorting this stuff out, could you guess at all 

or even make something up if you wanted to on if there were to be any changes, 

when's the earlier we might see them, if at all? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I think if we were to make changes, the earliest would be probably 2019. 

 

Q.  Is that '18-'19 or '19-'20? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  That would be '19-'20.  Not 1920.  2019-2020, yes.  

 

JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  That concludes this afternoon's press conference.  Thank you very 

much. 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Thanks, everyone. 
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