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Pre-Tournament Interview: PHIL MICKELSON      
January 25, 2017 
 

 

Q.  So first off, how surprised were you by how well you played last week given your 

offseason?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I was somewhat surprised that the game paint came back pretty 

quickly, but the difference was last offseason a year ago I had had a lot of changes going on 

and getting comfortable with that, getting comfortable with hitting shots again took a lot more 

time, whereas this year I was very, very pleased with the way last year went as far as swing 

plane and all the mechanics.  And so when I came back and kind of picked up where I left 

off, the feel and touch came back pretty quickly.   

 

Doesn't mean that it's going to be easy this week.  It's a lot longer golf course, tougher, but it 

seems like on video and so forth, the shaft angle and the plane and all the details and the 

fundamentals that I'm working on seem to be fine to where all I have to do is really fine tune 

my feel and touch so I don't feel like I'm making any changes and the game's coming back 

quicker. 

 

Q.  Make it a little easier to focus on stuff when you're not worried so much about all 

the things you were worried about last year at this time, or maybe not worried but 

making those changes? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that yeah, last year going through a lot of changes, it changes 

your face awareness and how shots feel, fades and draws, how the feel is different, whereas 

now it's consistent to last year and the work was put in throughout last year to where it paid 

off this offseason.  Even though I hadn't played in three months, the game came back in 

seven days or so fairly decently, and then hopefully it will continue to get better as the west 

coast goes on. 

 

Q.  Were you worried you might miss a few more tournaments? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I thought that I probably should have started at Phoenix, but the game 

came back a little quicker.  It's been a lot of work to kind of get my body back to where I 

want it to be and so I've been having 5:30 workouts in the morning and so forth to try to get it 

back.  I probably will be 100 percent say at Phoenix, but these first two weeks, had I not 

been the ambassador to last week I probably wouldn't have played there or here, but the 

way the game's come back I'm glad I did, I'm glad I played. 

 

Q.  Phil, did it end up being worse than you expected?  That surgery, seemed like it 

was supposed to be fairly simple, right?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  The first one was, yeah.  I wasn't supposed to get reinjured, so the 

second one set me back.  That was the one that set me back.  I should have been right on 
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schedule after the first one, but my first day back I created another one. 

 

Q.  I'm curious, there have been a few 59s shot recently.  Has that made you think at 

all about the putt on No. 9 at the Waste Management Phoenix Open in 2013 you had 

that spun out for a 59? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that that's a real milestone.  I know that a number of guys, a few 

guys have shot that now but it's still the milestone, it's still the standard.  I would have loved 

to have shot that.  I've had two chances now, two good putts that would have made rounds 

that I would remember the rest of my life.  One was the one at Phoenix Open, shooting 59, 

and then last year at the British Open on 18, having the putt to shoot the lowest score in a 

major but having it lip out the way it did.  Both of those are putts and shots that I'll look back 

on because you don't get those opportunities very often. 

 

Q.  Phil, I'm pretty sure 59's not on the table this week given the conditions.  With all 

your experience here, just how hard is it going to play this week? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's a difficult golf course.  I mean, it's long and it's hard, both the North 

and the South.  The North is a lot longer, a lot more difficult than it was.  The South has 

always been a tough golf course.  You throw in the cold air, 7,600 yards at sea level and soft 

conditions and it's going to play extremely long.  Length and ball striking will be a factor, but 

because the greens are receptive, I think the scoring will still be fair. 

 

Q.  Sixteen years since you've won.  A lot of people attribute it to the redesign of the 

South.  Is that what you tribute it to or can you still win here?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's possible.  All the local knowledge I had acquired in the years of 

junior golf and high school golf coming out to Torrey went out the window when it got 

redesigned and I haven't quite learned it.  However, I came close a couple of years, I've had 

some success there and I think that there's one more in me out here. 

 

Q.  One question about Waste Management next week.  Do you ever still get amazed 

by what goes on out there at 16 or even on a Saturday, or are you used to it so much 

by now you're just almost numb to it? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's not that I'm amazed by it.  I enjoy it.  I appreciate it for what it is 

because that golf course can accommodate that many people.  That's what's special about 

TPC Scottsdale, the way the design was from the get-go.  You have these lined fairways 

with the mounding that allows people to see and that amphitheater effect was put in 

intentionally years ago on 16.  It was just very well thought through and it has great 

risk-reward so it's exciting for people to watch.  The Thunderbirds have done a great job of 

making it the place to be that weekend.  It's fun that golf is the center of that. 

 

Q.  For some.  
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PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it's great, yeah.  I think it's great.  The only other experience that 

is really like that and even better is the Ryder Cup, because at Hazeltine we had tens of 

thousands of people all on the same side cheering, hugging each other, high-fiving each 

other, enthusiastic.  That experience, to be a part of that and to be in the middle of that was 

really special.  And the reason why that's better than even TPC Scottsdale is because we're 

all on the same team, we're all pulling for each other.  But TPC Scottsdale, Phoenix Open 

really does a great job of supporting the game and running that event. 

 

Q.  Phil, running off the back of that, how much younger do you feel again or sort of 

invigorated after what happened at that Ryder Cup?  You come back out here this 

year thinking, wow, we could do some really special things? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that last year was a good year for a number of reasons.  Even 

though I didn't win, the performance at the British Open, the play at the Ryder Cup.  Winning 

the Ryder Cup was really the highlight of the year for the team, for me.  For the players to 

share that together was really something special and that's a memory that I'll cherish for a 

long time. 

 

I came close in a few other tournaments, but what really was exciting was the foundation I 

kind of built last year is carrying over to this year and hopefully I'll get my feel, my touch will 

be sharp and I'll shoot some low scores and hopefully get on top of that leaderboard again.  

 

Q.  You've traditionally done well early in the season this time of year.  How important 

is it for you to maybe pick off one of these things early even though you're coming off 

the layoff? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, it's been a long time, you know, since I've played -- well, since 

I've won.  I've played to a good level a few times but haven't won.  It would mean a lot to 

kind of break that barrier again confidence wise.  I've worked hard the last year and a half.  I 

had gotten into some bad habits and now I've gotten out of it, so it would be nice to play at 

that level and get the outcome I strive for.  But I'm enjoying the challenge of it.  It's a fun 

challenge each week, provides a great opportunity to play at that level, compete against the 

best players in the world, and certainly I'm biased on the west coast because I've had 

success here and I'm optimistic. 

 

Q.  Do you think people maybe twisted your words about the Chargers leaving?  Do 

you mind making a comment on that at all?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  What do you mean twisted?  I haven't heard any. 

 

Q.  I thought some of the local media maybe thought that you were saying that San 

Diego didn't do enough or the fans didn't do enough.  Would you mind commenting 

on that?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, given the way -- understanding -- well, do you understand the 
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economics, like how the NFL works?  Explain it to me, like the ticket sales and all that stuff. 

 

So, yeah, it's tough to -- it's tough to have a conversation until we both know like the basics 

of how it works.  I just feel like, you know, I don't know what else to add.  I didn't think that 

was negative in any way.  If somebody took it the wrong way, then I think that they need to 

toughen up. 

 

Q.  I understand, you got very frustrated.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it's a lose-lose.  I think we both lose.  I don't think there's 

anything good for the Chargers going to L.A. and paying a bunch of money to go up there 

and compete with another team and share a stadium.  I don't think it's good for them and I 

don't think it's good for San Diego.  I think we both lose and it sucks for us all. 

 

Q.  Phil, I just wanted to ask about the injury.  Did you hurt yourself again playing golf, 

is that what caused it? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah.  The first one I don't know how I got.  I just noticed it, I noticed it 

and then didn't know what it was for months.  

 

Q.  You played through it obviously? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it wasn't affecting my game.  It would just get worse and worse 

and worse and affect workouts.  The second one happened while I was swinging, yeah.  

 

Q.  Even though you had taken plenty of time off? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it was a different spot.  It was just kind of a freak deal. 
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