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Pre-Tournament Interview:     ANDREW JOHNSTON      
January 24, 2017 
 

 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome Andrew Johnston to the interview 

room here at the Farmers Insurance Open.  Andrew, making your first start stateside since 

earning your PGA Tour card last year.  I know you were feeling ill last week and that delayed 

you from starting over here.  How are you feeling?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Yeah, yeah, I feel much better.  Just had the man flu as they call it, 

a bit of man flu.  I was feeling pretty rough last week.  I actually, I changed my flight from 

Sunday to Monday thinking I'll feel better if I just chill out on the weekend.  I felt worse 

Saturday, worse Sunday.  I thought I'd go Tuesday, it just didn't work out because it was 

annoying because I just wanted to come over and get started.  But yeah, yeah, looking 

forward to it now.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Overall expectations for this week and your game and a strong 

finish here?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Well, it has been a bit frustrating because I had some good 

practice before I was scheduled to come out and then had the flu so I haven't done much 

since then.  But we'll see how I play.  Not too many expectations, but yeah, we'll just see 

how it goes. 

 

Q.  Have you got a chance to play either of the courses yet and your thoughts on the 

difference in the two courses or have you even had a chance to compare and 

contrast? 

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  No, I haven't played any of the holes yet.  I'll play in the pro-am 

tomorrow on the South and then I might try to get out for a few holes this afternoon on the 

North.  But if not, I could be playing the North blind.  (Laughs.) 

 

Q.  Does that make it tougher?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Sometimes I find it does, sometimes I find it doesn't.  Sometimes 

you play and you don't know where the trouble is and then you hit one, you hit a good drive 

down there and you get up there and you think I didn't realize how tight that was.  

Sometimes it can work.  I find you've just got to go out and play well, hit the shots, get used 

to the greens and how the ball/s reacting on the greens I think is the most important thing. 

 

Q.  How do you plan to juggle the two tours?  Do you have a schedule mapped out 

and will you just be going back and forth or will you establish any kind of a base over 

here in the U.S.? 
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ANDREW JOHNSTON:  My sister lives in Florida, so I've got some kind of a base there.  I 

plan to hopefully play like the first few months here up until May.  I think the first one in 

Europe will be Wentworth back there.  Yeah, I like that tournament, a flagship event, so I 

want to go back and play there and kind of just take it from there.   

 

Last year I got put in a position where I was going back and forth.  At one point I went from 

Pittsburgh to Germany back to Bridgestone to Scotland and that was hard work.  So if I want 

to play, I want to be out here for like a month or a month either way and make sure I'm over 

here playing a few tournaments at a time. 

 

Q.  Where in Florida?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Tampa. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you what the reaction was like to that sort of Christmas Tweet 

you put out? 

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  What one? 

 

Q.  The Tiger Woods Christmas Tweet.  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Yeah, it was a good reaction.  We were just having a bit of fun with 

it.  Obviously I'm a massive fan of Tiger and stuff and I just thought it would be a bit of fun 

with it. 

 

Q.  Suffice it to say it will be the first tournament you've played that Tiger's been in 

the field?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Yeah, yeah.  Every time I've played, unfortunately he hasn't.  So 

hopefully I can meet him and say hello and stuff, yeah, get to know him a bit because I'm a 

big fan and obviously watched him for years growing up as a kid.  Yeah, he made golf that 

big. 

 

Q.  I just wanted to know what your goals were for this season on the PGA Tour.  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Just try to win, you know.  Every time I want to try and win and I 

like to keep it simple as that.  Prepare well and just try to put myself in a position Sunday to 

win, so keep it simple as that. 

 

Q.  Is your game any different playing over here in the States than it is playing in 

Europe, I guess, because of such a difference in courses and everything? 

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  No, not too much.  You know, you have to just play the way you do 

no matter where you are in the world.  Turn up, prepare well and just give it a hundred 

percent.  I think if you do that, obviously some weeks you're going to play better than others 
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and try and yeah, get up there and take your chances, but it's exactly the same. 

 

Q.  Do you know for sure what you're playing here the next month or six weeks, what 

you're going to be playing? 

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  I'm going to be playing here, Phoenix, the Waste Management, 

Pebble, Valspar, those will be the next ones lined up over the next, five, six weeks. 

 

Q.  Have you ever played at Pebble before? 

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  No, never.  Never been there.  Looking forward to that as well.  

 

Q.  Andrew, the social media, you've taken such a liking, you obviously are very 

recognizable and very outgoing.  How much do you, I mean, really get to be able to 

share the fans with your life and be able to do things like that?  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Yeah, I try to get people involved, you know.  I've always grown up 

sort of like enjoying company with people, you know, and stuff like that.  So I really enjoy the 

social media side.  Yeah, try and do it a lot, you know.  I'm constantly getting told off, friends, 

family.  You're on that phone too much, you're on that phone too much.  I try and do my bit.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Well, Andrew, thank you so much for chatting with us today.  

Good luck this week.  

 

ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Cheers, thanks. 
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