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MODERATOR:  Thank you, everyone.  I'm here with defending champion, Hyo Joo Kim, 

from South Korea.   

 

Hyo Joo, welcome back to the Bahamas.  I'll be serving as moderator but also as translator 

so feel free to ask her questions in English and then I'll translate her answers.  I'll start by 

asking a few questions.  First of all, what's it like being back here in the Bahamas?   

 

HYO JOO KIM:  It's great to be back since 2016, but there's a lot of wind these past few 

days. So I came initially very happy to be coming to the Bahamas and now I'm a little bit 

more anxious given the weather and the strong winds. 

 

MODERATOR:  You had a great win in China at the Hyundai China Ladies Open this past 

December.  Following the win, what did you do during your offseason before coming to the 

Bahamas? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  So after my win in China I was really only able to rest for a week, so I spent 

two days doing a photo shoot for sponsors and then spent three to four days playing with 

friends and my sister.  But I finally went ice skating for the first time in my life. That was very 

difficult.  

 

Q.  Where did you go ice skating?  

 

HYO JOO KIM:  At Jamshil, which is in Seoul, at an indoor ice skating rink. 

 

Q.  Did you manage to stay on your feet? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  Yes, I didn't fall down even once.  

 

Q.  What led you to ice skate for the first time? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  So I've always wanted to ice skate but was a little bit afraid because it looks 

very difficult.  Ultimately my friend said, "Let's ice skate," and so I did. But my foot fell 

asleep, and so after 30 minutes I stopped skating. 

 

(Laughter.) 

 

MODERATOR:  She wants to know how many people in this room have ice skated before.   
 
(Majority of hands go up.) 
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In Korea, they always attach the name of your hometown, Wonju, to your name. They will 

say professional golfer or LPGA player Kim Hyo Joo from Wonju. How does it feel to raise 

the profile of your hometown and for people unfamiliar with Wonju, what would you say it’s 

most known for? For those unfamiliar with Wonju, it is about a two-hour drive from Seoul.  

 

HYO JOO KIM:  So Wonju is known for its potatoes and corn, but that's really about it.  I 

think now people equate Hyo Joo with Wonju. I am the only player on the LPGA from Wonju 

and only the second player in the KLPGA.  

 

MODERATOR:  Are there any questions from the media?  

 

Q.  How comfortable do you feel now on the LPGA having been out here for over a 

year and a half? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  It's comfortable, it's comfortable, but it's moments like this that I don't feel 

comfortable because my English is still not quite there.  I'm still working on my English. 

 

Q.  How much does she speak? 

 

HYO JOO KIM: I am able to do a bit of listening, but I don't speak well yet.  I just can't get 

myself to speak English… 

 

Q.  Your game is obviously ready for the LPGA.  Were you ready for the LPGA after 

you won? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  My win on the LPGA Tour at the 2014 Evian Championship came much 

earlier than I expected, so you're right, I joined the LPGA a little bit earlier than I prepared 

for. You were kind enough to say that my game is there, but even in terms of my game, I still 

feel like I'm not quite there yet. Instead, I feel I'm very, very slowly walking up a very steep 

hill. 

 

Q.  What are your goals for the year? 

 

HYO JOO KIM:  My main goal is that from the start of the season to the finish of the season, 

I hope I'm able to demonstrate an upward trend in my performance. Even more than any 

specific win, it is that continuing development in my game that I would like to see this 

season. 

 

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  All right, thank you very much. 
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