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JEFF RAEDLE:  Good morning, everybody.  Welcome here to the beautiful Ocean Club golf 

course as we launch the 2017 Pure Silk Bahamas LPGA Classic.  Once again we are the 

lead event, the kickoff event, if you will, on the LPGA calendar of 35 tournaments this year in 

the rich Bahamian tradition of sprinters and gold medalists.  We know that that first leg is the 

most important in a relay race, so here we are again and I wanted to welcome everybody. 

 

This year's tournament once again features 108 LPGA professionals.  We're very excited to 

have our stellar field in place.  They're out there today during practice rounds examining the 

course, playing, prepping for tomorrow's pro-am competition.  Our first round begins 

Thursday of this week and the tournament will conclude on Sunday at approximately 5:00 

p.m.  The field is excellent.  We've got the 2016 LPGA Money List leader and five-time 

champion, Ariya Jutanugarn representing Thailand here.  Also in the field are a couple Hall 

of Famers such as Julie Inkster.  We've got the World No. 5, Lexi Thompson and the World 

No. 8, Brooke Henderson, along with the Bahamas own Georgette Rolle.  We've got a very 

well represented field. 

 

As you may know, the tournament is open to the public Thursday to Sunday.  Admission is 

free.  We've got parking here on Paradise Island and shuttle buses will bring the spectators 

up to the tournament environs.  

 

Hole 18, which is a great finishing hole, there's a number of hospitality options for our 

sponsors and dignitaries and we've also added a public pavilion this year so that we've got 

some great covered seating for the spectators that come out and enjoy our incredible 

tournament. 

 

I would like to introduce our partners up here on the dais with me.  First up, the deputy 

director general from the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, Mr. Thompson, to make a few 

remarks.   

 

ELLISON THOMPSON:  Thank you.  Good morning, everybody.  It's a pleasure to have you 

all here in the Islands of the Bahamas.  The fact that this is the first leg of the LPGA season, 

great to have it in paradise.  It is the fifth year that we've actually had it in the Bahamas so 

we have to look out and continue that.  And the great thing is, it's a January event and 

people in the cold north see the beautiful Bahamas, how beautiful and sunny and warm it is 

while they're suffering snow and cold, so hopefully people will come down and visit us.   

 

The benefit of it is also we have the opportunity to showcase the Islands of the Bahamas to 
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the world and the benefit is the fact that 600 people are here for this event.  So (inaudible) 

media coverage like the Super Bowl of events, we're delighted to have it.  And the fact that 

everyone's going to be staying seven, eight nights is music to our ears.   

 

The Bahamas is really the home of tourism.  We've worked really hard to get great events to 

the Islands of the Bahamas.  This year we started off with the LPGA ladies tour tournament.  

Later this year we're also going to have the World Relays and also beach soccer in the 

Bahamas.  And going on right now in the island of Abaco there's also the Great Abaco 

Classic.  We have a number of golf tournaments going on in the Bahamas.  Earlier this year 

we had the Great Exumas Classic, the Hero championship at Albany.   

 

So it's really great for the Islands of the Bahamas and we're delighted to have our 

homegrown talent, Georgette Rolle.  She's qualified and gotten a sponsor's pass.  

Congratulations.   

 

We also have our Racquel Riley, who played yesterday, not as successful but it's great to 

have that exposure.  And tomorrow we have a 14-year old dynamo by the name of Ashley 

Michelle, who's actually going to be playing in the pro-am tomorrow.   

 

All in all, it's a great event and we encourage everybody to come out.  On behalf of the 

Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, we thank you all.  

 

JEFF RAEDLE:  Thank you, Mr. Thompson.  Very well done.  He mentioned Georgette 

Rolle.  Georgette is a four-time participant in our tournament here and she's also the director 

of the 14 Clubs Golf Academy here on the island.   

 

Georgette, take it away.   

 

GEORGETTE ROLLE:  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to play in an LPGA event 

and I always have (inaudible) one hundred percent (inaudible) what I represent in terms of 

the core values that are instilled in our youth and more importantly, the junior golfers.  One 

day this field will be filled with Bahamians and also (inaudible) events here in the Bahamas.  

 

JEFF RAEDLE:  Thank you, Georgette.  Well, it was super windy out here yesterday.  We 

had our Monday qualifier and we had the final two positions were won by Nicole Broch 

Larsen and Anne Catherine Tanquay from Quebec, Canada with some pretty impressive 

scores of 2 under in 35 to 40-mile per hour gusts.   

 

The course is playing very well and here to speak about the Ocean Club Golf Course is its 

own general manager, Mr. Robbie Leming. 

 

ROBBIE LEMING:  Thanks, Jeff.  On behalf of Atlantis, the Ocean Club, we want to give 

thanks to everybody who's going to be here this week.  It's a great opportunity for us to really 

showcase our product.  Like Jeff mentioned, I think it's one things that the team here at the 

Ocean Club at Atlantis is getting used to is the unknown of potential weather issues.  But the 
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good news is the forecast for the next five days is impeccable.  The wind this afternoon is 

supposed to die down to about 15 to 18 miles an hour and it gets lower as we move into the 

weekend.  So we're looking for some fantastic scores.  We're going to be looking at the best 

playing conditions that we've seen in five years.  The golf course has peaked right at the 

right time.  Our maintenance crew and our director of agronomy Jeff Hood, have done an 

amazing job prepping the golf course for the tournament but also picking up after Hurricane 

Matthew.  We weren't hit extremely hard here at the golf course but we did have a lot of 

preparation to get this golf course in the shape that it's in.  Like I said, it couldn't be in better 

shape.  So we're really looking forward to competition.  Want to give thanks to all the 

sponsors, all the locals that have come out to help volunteer and really support the cause.  

It's a great product.  We're really excited.  Thank you, guys. 

 

JEFF RAEDLE:  Thank you, Robbie.  As Robbie mentioned, we are in our fifth year and 

we're very thankful to have our incredible co-title sponsors, Pure Silk and the Bahamas 

Ministry of Tourism.  Thank you.   

 

Locally we've had a very rapid success and rise over the course of those five years from 

about a dozen local sponsors in our first year to more than 35 this year.  So folks are getting 

involved, whether that's as sponsors or volunteers.  As Robbie mentioned, we've got over 

400 volunteers.  We've got a number of activities that we engage in throughout the year on 

the island, including our support of the Bahamas Race for the Cure, which concluded last 

week.  And we just see we've had a great growth over the five years of the event and we 

only expect that to continue on. 

 

This year we've got a new partner, our friends from Aliv and Cable Bahamas have joined us 

and here to talk about their initiatives and activities at the year's event are Mr. Belmar 

Duncan (sp?) chief commercial officer, and Andre Knowles, sales director.    

 

MR. DUNCAN:  Thank you very much, Jeff.  Good morning.  (Inaudible.) Daniel blog 

Bernhard, vice president of sales and as mentioned, the (inaudible) for Aliv.   

 

It is surely a pleasure for us to take part in such an amazing event on the Pure Silk 

Bahamas.  As the new west mobile network provider, we are proud to be official 

communications provider of the fifth annual Pure Silk Bahamas LPGA Classic.  Through our 

support we have made commitments to (inaudible) connective experiences powered by Aliv 

for more than one hundred of the world's best (inaudible.)  Over the course of competition, 

participants and spectators (inaudible) Aliv as our support goes beyond the cutting edge 

technology.  Improving the communities and the world we live in by supporting initiatives and 

programs that serve the local community.  Taking part in this event offers the opportunity to 

show our expanding commitment.  This partnership is in the cooperation and spirit of fair 

play (inaudible) results that are pure sportsmanship.   

 

Aliv's commitment supports the aim of the LPGA to encourage the growth of the game 

among youth, women and minorities.  Because of our connective effort, around the world 

can aspire to excellence, skilled opposition and demonstration of ability.  Aliv, we are thrilled 
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to be a part of this and see the passion and focus of the players when they live the moment 

of excitement for that one big win.  Thank you.    

 

ANDRE KNOWLES:  Good morning, all.  Cable Bahamas' has provided internet, voice 

services for the LPGA the last five years and we're certainly pleased to do so again.  It is 

always a pleasure working with such a professional team of organizers, Jeff and his team.  

This year we're especially proud to support Aliv as a major sponsor of this event.  With their 

superior services our companies provide a full sea of technology service is to the Pure Silk 

LPGA tournament.  So join the revolution and be Aliv.  Please support the LPGA Pure Silk 

golf tournament at the beautiful Ocean Club Golf Course here in the Bahamas.   

 

JEFF RAEDLE:  Thank you, gentlemen.  This week is certainly going to be Aliv.  We've got 

an Aliv clinic on Saturday for the juniors and everybody that's coming out to enjoy the 

festivities and the golf.  We have our Kids' Zone opening up at 10:00 a.m. that day, so we're 

excited.  Robbie's got the forecast dialed in and we're in good shape for Saturday, Sunday, 

culminating in our fifth championship this weekend.   

 

I want to introduce next, Mr. Glenn Archer, the president of the Bahamas Golf Federation.  

We were over at the practice facility and driving range last weekend in conjunction with 

Georgette and had a wonderful clinic with a couple of our own LPGA pros and 65 

participants.  So Mr. Archer, take it away.   

 

GLENN ARCHER:  Thank you very much.  Good morning to all.  I would like to start my 

remarks by saying we're going to give recognition to the Minister of Tourism and his staff 

who have taken the bull by the horns to make sure that the Bahamas is seen as a golf 

destination in the future.  It is an event like this, the inaugural event towards (inaudible) and 

therefore also is one that has inspired golf and the growth of the game here in the 

Bahamas.(Inaudible) even though I was not there last Saturday, it was really a memorable 

event and gave an opportunity and inspired the young people of this community for the 

future.   

 

Also like to recognize the golf property for the cooperation that they've extended in our 

efforts to also make this event a success and the growth of the game. 

 

We also feel that in the effort to grow the game, we would like to also play a bigger part in 

making sure that the opportunity is extended to not only the Bahamas but also to our 

Caribbean brothers.  We take the opportunity to get into the discussion to do that and also 

extend (inaudible.)   

 

So I wish Georgette all the best.  I'm told the (inaudible) the event Monday even though she 

did not success, it was also a sign that we are (inaudible) ability to perform but nonetheless 

we have Georgette in the field and we expect that she's going to give her all and we wish 

her (inaudible) to be over next four days.  Thank you again, all, and let's say that Robbie, 

your connection upstairs (inaudible) put us in the record books in the world of golf. 
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JEFF RAEDLE:  We encourage everybody to come out this weekend.  Tournament starts 

Thursday, concludes Sunday.  We'll have over 200 countries over the world tuning into the 

live broadcast and the Golf Channel, online, so forth, so we're excited.  We anticipate record 

crowds this weekend.  Come join us.  And once again, we want to thank our host facility, the 

Ocean Club Golf Course here at beautiful Atlantis and Paradise Island; our tournament 

sponsors Pure Silk, the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism; all the local sponsors, our friends from 

Aliv and Cable Bahamas and all those folks around us.  We'll see you in the coming week 

and thank you again. 
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