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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   TIGER WOODS 
December 4, 2016 
  

 

Q.  Tiger, how would you assess the entire week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Entire week?  I think it was a great week to be back playing again, 

competing and playing against some of the best players in the world.  Unfortunately, I made 

a lot of mistakes this week.  A lot of birdies, but also made a lot of mistakes. 

 

Q.  Do you think the mistakes were rust or were the mistakes having not been out 

there playing golf with adrenaline in you, which is something you described?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Both, it's both.  I made some poor decisions, missed the ball in some 

wrong spots, and quite frankly, you know, it feels a little weird not to play in a cart.  So it's a 

little different and I'm getting used to that, getting my legs back, getting my body back and 

(inaudible) for a long period of time.  These are all things that I've missed for about a year 

and a half. 

 

Q.  Having said all that, right now you're currently leading the field in birdies made, so 

what does that say about the current state of your game? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Also, I'm the eldest player, too.  As I said, I made some birdies this week, 

which is nice.  I was playing aggressive.  This golf course allows one to be aggressive, but 

also I made some bad mistakes.  For instance, today I had two 7s.  You can't make two 7s.  

And 18, another double there.  Three doubles today just adds up to a pretty high number.  

On the flip side is that I was able to be aggressive and made some birdies, made some putts 

and just need to balance it out. 

 

Q.  Let me ask you one more question.  Over the years you have told me hundreds of 

times you measure success one way, with victory.  Throughout this entire process 

when we see you the next time in 2017, how much will this process test your 

patience? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, this part of it, getting back to this point is beyond anything that I've 

ever experienced in my lifetime.  The pain issues that I had, it was rough.  To battle back, to 

battle through it, to have the friends I've had who have supported me, helped me through it.  

Quite frankly there were some pretty dire times where I just couldn't move.  I don't know if 

anyone's ever had back issues like that where you just lay there and you just can't move.    

 

Q.  Tiger, can you give us a big picture assessment after everything you've been 

through and getting in 72 holes finally? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Big picture?  It feels good.  It feels good to be back out here playing again, 

competing and trying to beat these, the best players in the world.  I missed it.  I love it.  I've 
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done it, I think this is -- I'm entering my 21st season I believe, somewhere around there, 20, 

21.  I've been doing it for a very long time and this stretch where I've been off for almost a 

year and a half has been rough and the last few years have been rough.  I've had some 

very, very difficult times and have some great friends that have helped me over the times to 

get me to this point and I'm just so thankful to be back here playing again.   

 

The guys have been so supportive, so great the entire week and leading up to this event, 

just asking is there anything we can do to help you get back out here and play.  It was nice.  

This week was pretty cool because I felt like I made some birdies this week, I felt like I did 

really well in that regard, but I also made just some really silly mistakes.  I played the par 4s, 

quite frankly, awful.  I had two doubles today, a couple bogeys the other day.  Played 18 I 

think in probably about 25 over, so that pretty much sums up the week. 

 

Q.  Tiger, are those mistakes, is that from rust and not being in a competitive 

environment or --  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think it's all of the above, everything.  It's kind of new to me again, 

the feel of playing, the feel of adrenaline in my system, hitting shots.  This wind is not 

forgiving, you miss the ball, you're in a bush somewhere.  It's tough.  As Louis was saying, 

he felt like he hasn't made a full swing yet this week because everything's punched.  It's one 

of those kind of tricky golf courses.  And for me to come back on a course where that's what 

you have to do, it was tough.  But I felt like I did some really positive things, I really did.  I'm 

pleased about that and I just need to clean it up. 

 

Q.  Tiger, do you have an idea of what your schedule will look like from here, will you 

consider starting the year (inaudible)?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  I'll consider a lot of things, but I would like in my heart of hearts to play a 

full schedule next year.  I really want to play, and one of my goals I'm told are captain next 

year that I know my assistant already but (inaudible) a playing assistant.  So that was kind of 

the idea going into this year's Ryder Cup (inaudible) I hope for the next year I can start 

playing more events.  The good thing is is that because I have been away for so long, that 

everything I do here, I just keep accruing points.  Nothing's falling off.  So if I play halfway 

decent, I'll keep climbing quickly, and if I happen to have a couple wins in there, I'll jump 

really fast. 

 

Q.  Is there any specific idea of your next start? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Not yet, no.  We're going to sit down, I'll have a couple weeks here off, 

work with my physios.  Get a little bit stronger, put the weight back on that I lost when I got 

sick and then really assess, okay, what's the plan, what's the smart plan here, how much we 

can play on the west coast, how much we can play in Florida leading to the Masters, what is 

the plan leading to Augusta.  Just like it always is, but this one's going to be a little bit 

different because, quite frankly, I haven't done it in a while, so we're going to be smart about 

it. 
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Q.  When you look at the week as a whole, when you sit back and look at it, what will 

be the most positive thing you take away? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I think that how well I got into the competitive flow of the rounds.  That 

was something I was really worried about because I've come back of layoffs before and it's 

taken me four, five, six holes before I felt comfortable.  Here, last couple days it was on the 

first hole; the first day it was on the second hole.  That's nice.  That's how it should be.   

 

But I've taken, you know, layoffs before because of injury and tried to come back, it's hard.  

Trying to manage all the adrenaline dump in the system, trying to calm the nerves, trying to 

calm the hands, the body, the speed, you're a club longer even on the range warming up.  

Hold on here.  That's just different and I had to find that.  I found it question quickly each 

day. 

 

Q.  What was your plan B this week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I don't know.  I mean, I was -- I was planning on playing, competing, trying 

to win this tournament, hosting the event and making sure all the players had a great time.  

It's been a long, long season for a lot of them.  Very thankful that they came here and 

supported this event.  Some came from Australia, some came from other parts of the world 

where they were to come play this event.  It means a lot to us.  It means a lot to me and it 

means a lot to our foundation for these guys to make the trek here because it is late in the 

year, it is the holiday season.  A lot of these guys want to be back with their families, and 

quite frankly, a lot of them are beat up and tired.  

 

Q.  Yourself going forward though.  

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, I'm serious.  Having these guys come here, it means a lot to me.  

Whether I was able to play or not, this event is so important, so special to me and the 

foundation, and to add to it this week I was able to play.  Last year I wasn't able to do it.  

This year I was able to do it.  I thought I might have created a little bit of noise a little bit here 

and there after a couple starts.  I just wasn't able to keep it going for two of those rounds, but 

overall it was a fun, competitive week for me. 

 

Q.  Tiger, you were talking all week about the adjustable driver you're now using for 

the first time.  Are you committed to using TaylorMade and if so, do you go away now 

and try to sort it out or can you go back to a hosel that's glued --  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Oh, I don't know.  Bernie, that's a great question because I don't know 

that one yet.  I am still testing, I'm still trying to figure things out.  I'm still in that process of I 

just settled in on a couple things this week.  For instance, the 3-wood I found, I found it in the 

back of a shed here early in the week.  It's still new to me here, okay, so let's just take a little 

time.   
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As I said, I'm going to take two weeks off here, get my weight back up, get everything 

organized, then start the process of testing, training and getting a feel of what is best for me.  

I know that it was nice to -- it was nice to have my speed back, get some shots out there 

again and hit some balls out there with some aggression again and not have to worry about 

anything.  That part felt good, too. 

 

Q.  Is consistency going to be a challenge now trying to get to the Masters, build 

consistency through the rounds? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I think just playing.  I haven't played.  I need to play more tournaments.  

Zero in 15 months is not a lot.  So this is one.  And as I said, I thought I made some good, 

positive things happen this week.  Made a lot of birdies, also made a lot of mistakes.  Those, 

most of those mistakes I can clean up.  I know they're silly mistakes.  Missed the ball on the 

wrong side, let the wind take it.  You know, just not being committed on a couple shots.  Just 

things that I don't normally do that I did.  That's something I know I can clean up. 

 

Q.  Now that you've made it through this week, how have your expectations of your 

game and your body changed? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I thought that I had a really good chance of playing well this week, I really 

did.  I showed some really good signs leading up to the event.  The most important thing 

was to get some rest.  Hosting a tournament and playing are -- it's a lot of work and my 

staff's done a hell of a job this week of trying to help out and getting the time for treatment, 

for recovery and just what it takes.  When I hosted events and play in events, I felt a little bit 

more energized than I am now.  I had my body in much better shape and so I've been able 

to handle the workload.  This week the workload's been a little tough.  I've definitely pushed 

it a bit and it's been good. 

 

Q.  Tiger, Hideki is on a stretch that's reminiscent -- 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Do you think? 

 

Q.  -- of you at 24.  When you look at that, is that inspiring to you or daunting? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Daunting? 

 

Q.  Well, you have to beat these young guys. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I've been there, I know what it feels like, too.  But he's been on a run 

and he's done it over the last, I believe, five events now. 

 

Q.  He's like 90 under.  

 

TIGER WOODS:  90-plus under, yeah.  That's what can to happen.  Now, you take that and 

now it's a bit of a (inaudible) the big events happen and that's what some of these guys have 
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done.  Jordan's done that, we saw Dustin do it this year, saw Henrik do it.  You've got to do it 

in the big events in the summer, too, as well.  So it's going to give him a boatload of 

confidence going into next year and he's going to be one of the top guys to beat for a very 

long time.  Look at his swing, look at his game and look at the body that he has, it's built for 

a workload and it's built to handle the test of time.  He's going to be one of the players that 

we're going to have to beat for a long time. 

 

Q.  When you get back to see the kids, what will you say to them, Charlie and Sam, 

about this week because obviously they don't know what's going on? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Oh, yeah, they tease me quite a bit but they want me to get back there 

fishing, playing soccer again like normal.  I'll see them tomorrow.  I miss them.  I wish they 

could have been here this week.  But they've been sick and I was talking to them, so as you 

get older, soccer tournaments and other tournaments are more important than dad's 

tournaments.  They saw me play a couple shots, they got excited.  Also, Charlie said a 

couple things that I didn't really agree with like when I hit the ball in the water, stuff like that, 

like I was trying.  That's good stuff.  That's how I am, too. 
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