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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   HENRIK STENSON 
December 4, 2016 
  

 

Q.  You made a good run there and looked like maybe you could catch him? 

 

HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I didn't feel like that after five holes.  I mean, I was miles away 

and it felt like, it reminded me of the final round at Pinehurst in 2014 when Kaymer was miles 

ahead and you were just kind of walking in a bit of a vacuum.   

 

So yeah, I started picking up a few shots, made a nice eagle on 9.  Then Hideki ended up in 

a bit of trouble.  Unfortunately, I three-putted from long range on 10, but I still picked up a 

shot there.  And then it was the double swing on 14 when he made a bit of a clumsy bogey 

and I made a good up-and-down for birdie.  And now all of a sudden it felt like, okay, three 

back with four to go, there's an outside chance if I keep on pressing on.  Unfortunately, 

again I managed to hand it back quite easily.  That 15th has been getting me a few times 

this week.  Seems like wherever you putt, it's down grain even though you're uphill.  So I 

bashed it way past and three-putted.  So that was just a bad -- I gave whatever he gave me 

on 14, I gave it straight back to him on 15.  But then I hit probably as good of a 4-iron into 16 

as I hit at the 17th at The Open last summer.  So made a pretty classy birdie on that one.  

And then just tried to (inaudible) on the last two.  But I saw he was in trouble and had a bit of 

a flyer over the back of the green there on 18 and all of a sudden you feel like okay, game 

on.  You know, stranger things have happened.  But he had a very classy chip there to about 

a foot, so I don't think (inaudible) back home enjoy those into-the-grain pitches there.  But he 

hit it beautifully on 9 and did the same on 18.   

 

It shouldn't have been as close as it was, but it was still more fun that way, at least for me.  

I'm sure he might argue to go the other way on that one, but at least it made it a whole lot 

more fun coming in when you feel you have a little bit of an outside chance.  I'm delighted 

with my year.  It's been a fantastic year, best year of my career.  So it feels good to finish 

with a couple of strong rounds here at the final event and I can go home and enjoy that 

Christmas break with my family. 

 

Q.  (Question referring to Shanghai.)  

 

HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I guess the difference this time around, I'm second on my own 

behind Hideki and in Shanghai I was T-2 behind him.  So I'm glad I'm getting a few of those 

out of the way now so I can be at the top of the leaderboard next year instead.    

 

Q.  I'm sure you will be but you said at the beginning of the week, if I play four times 

minus five, I should be good to go.  You're right there.  

 

HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I just couldn't do it.  If I take out 15 and 16, those have been the 

two killer holes for me all week.  I made a triple the other day and a bogey the second or 

third day so I think I'm 3 over par on 16 despite the good birdie today.  And on 15 I think I'm 
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1 under from good positions all week.  So 15 and 16 are the two holes that kind of makes 

that different from being right there at the end.   

 

Anyways, I've got no regrets.  It was still a fun week.  Like I said, it feels great to finish the 

year on a good round here and it's been the best year of my career. 

 

Q.  Well, congratulations, but also are you feeling healthy because you've played a lot 

of golf.  How's the knee?  

 

HENRIK STENSON:  The knee has been holding up fine.  There was a bit of a wobble, I 

re-hurt it the U.S. Open in the middle of the summer and it kind of flared up on me at the 

beginning of FedEx and I took some time off.  I'm keeping it stable and strong and it didn't 

give me any grief at the Ryder Cup, which was a big worry.  I played five rounds of golf 

there.  It's been holding up so far, so good, so we'll see how it holds up on the slopes.  
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