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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    JORDAN SPIETH 
December 4, 2016 
  

 

Q.  (Inaudible) up there with you, Rory, Dustin, Jason all playing well. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, if you go, what he's done for us, we've got to be so 

thankful, so gracious to him the way he's changed the game of golf and the opportunities 

he's given us.  We're at one right now we wouldn't have without him.   

 

But, I mean, what looks like is happening is he's being patient, he's making a return, he's 

confident in his game, it looks like he's going to be back.  That's really exciting for us and for 

golf.  Tiger created athletes, Tiger created golfers from athletes.  I would say even myself.  I 

played a lot of sports and because of Tiger certainly had a lot of influence on why I wanted 

to go to golf.  The way he approached it, the way he dominated the game, the hard work he 

put in, he controlled his own outcome, he didn't rely on anyone else.  You get what you put 

in.  So I think that will continue to happen.  He's a guy that can continue to have an influence 

on the golf course for players -- I mean, I think he can truly help get the numbers back up in 

golf. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I'm not the expert on that, but normally if you take two weeks off, you 

normally need one week back before, so maybe it's about half the time, I don't know.  I think 

once he gets in a little rhythm midway through the season towards the end of the year next 

year.   

 

But I mean, this week's a fun week.  It's obviously playing against a high-caliber field and 

coming back, being the first tournament back is going to be the hardest on him mentally 

except for maybe major championships.  But what he did here showed that he's certainly up 

for the task and his game's there, he's ready to go.  I don't know how much time, but I think it 

wouldn't necessarily -- it could take time.  Even with Tiger, every time we set expectations, 

he exceeds them.  But that's sometimes not fair then to set even higher ones.  So certainly I 

hope that he gets his time, himself, I hope, and I'm sure he will.  He's mentally tough as 

anybody who's ever been in the game. 

 

Q.  But the buzz is back.  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, you guys have represented create that, which is certainly we all 

appreciate it, the buzz to our golfers and then to nongolfers and we love it.  Personally I think 

it's a fun buzz within the players that aren't Tiger because we all want to opportunity to go 

head to head with him.  That's why we got into this, not to play for second but to have a 

chance to take down the top couple greatest to ever play the game.  Call him whatever you 

want, but that's what you can -- when you look at like Zach Johnson or myself, that's where 

we can really, even if it's -- even if it's Tiger's tournament next year or it's a major 
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championship, we can say I battled Tiger when we felt like he was really on and I was able 

to get the breaks and pull it off.  That's something you can tell your grandkids. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you mentioned expectations, you touched a little bit on that earlier this 

week, how do you assess the year? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I think it was a really solid year.  My goal since I was 12 was to 

get a little bit better than (inaudible) and from when I was 12 years old there was something 

that I accomplished in the next year that I hadn't done before '13, we won on Tour.  '14, we 

won twice.  I don't necessarily count those PGA Tour events but '14 was a better year than 

'13, 15's even better.  This year I didn't quite accomplish - I mean, there was going to be a 

halt at some point.  But I certainly would have liked to have closed out the Masters and had 

maybe another chance or two.  But '16 was an awesome year, three wins and a team Ryder 

Cup win.  It's hard to ask for much more than that.   

 

I'm fortunate to be extremely healthy, young, playing this game with my friends, traveling 

with my friends playing golf at some of the world's best places.  It's easy to get caught up in 

the selfish thing, but ultimately I'll be a lot happier if I think about that, and I am.  '16 was a 

great year, I'm really looking forward to 17.  (Inaudible).   

 

Q.  (Question about Hideki Matsuyama.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  This has been shown before.  He's on an awesome run right now.  It's 

hard to call it a run again when it just means that somebody's got the game clicking.  You 

can't really call it a run because even when he doesn't play that well, he still plays well.  He's 

got all the keys.  I think he'll be a major champion within the next couple years personally.  

It's awesome to see him tearing it up here.  I think it's getting a little close right now, though.  

It's not fun when Henrik's breathing down your neck.  It's a stripe show with Henrik, he 

doesn't miss many shots.  It's hard to hold off Henrik, but it looks like he may do so. 
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