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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   TIGER WOODS 
December 3, 2016 
  

 

Q.  Tiger, just some general comments on your round. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I got off to a good start.  Probably couldn't get off to a better start 

than I did.  Unfortunately, hit a few bad putts there in the middle part of the round, drugged 

the blade pretty good.  But I made a nice up-and-down at 16 and a nice bomb at 17 and 

then 18, kind of fat coming out of there and the wind just smoked it. 

 

Q.  Do you take it as a sign of your progress that you're upset with a 70?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I mean, I think it's -- if you think about it, I've got off to some really 

good starts the first three days and generally when I come back from layoffs, that's the most 

concerning part of the game is getting off to I guess halfway decent starts.  But I've been into 

the round early and I've been able to build a significant amount of positive shots and go 

under par early, and unfortunately I haven't been able to keep it going until -- except for 

yesterday.  I didn't hit the ball that poorly today, but hit bad putts in the middle part of the 

round. 

 

Q.  On the 11th it looked like you really went after a drive.  

 

TIGER WOODS:  I did. 

 

Q.  Yeah, and it was a good one.  How did it feel? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It felt good.  I had to tap on it because I saw Rickie hit his and I wasn't 

going to hit it that hard because I didn't think I could carry the bunker.  I thought I had to fit it 

around it.  But when Rickie, I saw his ball land and I know I can carry a little bit past Rickie 

so I figured if I send this ball, I can carry that bunker and take it out of play, and then the 

fairway is literally a hundred yards wide and so I decided to step on it and I did. 

 

Q.  How do you feel now? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I feel good.  Got to go to the booth over there now.  

 

Q.  If told you on Tuesday or Wednesday that you'd be 8 under at this point after 54 

holes, what would you have said?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  I'd have said I'd be pretty far behind and I'm right.  I knew somebody was 

going to go low but I thought it was going to be probably three, four guys that would post this 

kind of score.  But Hideki's just playing unbelievable golf.  I mean, if you come out here and 

you play halfway decent, you don't have to play great, just play halfway decent, you're going 

to make four or five birdies.  Just don't make any bogeys.  And then if you get a little bit hot, 
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you're going to shoot 7, 8 under par. 

 

Q.  Does this exceed your expectations coming into the week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  You know, to be honest with you, I didn't really have much because I 

didn't know.  I hadn't played in a very long time and I didn't know what I was going to feel like 

after each round.  I didn't know what kind of lies on the draw, I'd probably hit some bad shots 

into some of these bushes.  You know, I could have easily -- what happened to Rosie could 

have easily happened to me.  A lot of things.  I don't know, I didn't know coming in. 

 

Q.  After having a clean card yesterday and you birdie four out of the first five out of 

the box today, what are you thinking going to 6?  Are you thinking you can really go 

low today? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I was trying to get to 13 and I thought that was going to be a good 

number.  I got to 13, I thought I was keep it within probably three to four of the lead.  But 

Hideki's just putting it on us.  He's at 19 now with three holes to go.  So he's built a nice 

cushion of I believe six shots right now.  My number would have been still pretty short. 

 

Q.  What about your expectations this week, you said you have no expectations.  

What would be the big satisfaction for you standing here, to have a low round or just 

the fact you played four good solid rounds?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Both, both.  I'd like to get another solid round in.  I know the weather's 

supposed to change and it's supposed to pump tomorrow, so hopefully I can play another 

really solid round.  This golf course is very unforgiving.  If you get it going with the wind, you 

can go sideways.  You get some really funky lies out here.  We've seen some guys with 

some pretty funky lies in some bushes.  We had Rickie on an ant hill on 17 and then the 

water on 18.  You get some funny ones there. 

 

Q.  What do you feel like has been the strength of your game for the first three 

rounds? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  My mind. 

 

Q.  Can you elaborate on that? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Always has been.  

 

Q.  Three days into it, what's kind of your grade or assessment? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Very pleased.  I'm very pleased to be back and to be able to compete at 

this level again.  It's been a very, very difficult road.  You guys were all here last year and I 

did not feel very good.  I was really, really struggling and I struggled for a very long time.  

Worked with my physios and had to be very patient and was finally able to start building, and 
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here we are. 

 

Q.  The last couple holes are normally about tired legs, you were missing the ball right 

off the tee.  Your legs, are they feeling a little bit tired? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I am, I am.  I'm definitely not as fresh as I would like to be.  Rickie and I 

were talking about that.  No matter how much you work out, it's very different than being in 

playing shape.  That's one of the reasons why Joey came down.  He came down for two 

training camps, we walked, we tried to simulate tournament golf, but nothing's quite the 

same as playing and the waiting and the grinding and the wind and getting the numbers right 

and camera phones going off and people moving, sounds.  These are all different things that 

you can't simulate at home.   

 

Because I've been away for so long, I haven't been able to condition myself physically.  I'm 

not running like I used to when I was younger.  Those 30-mile weeks are gone.  I'm not 

lifting like I used to.  I'm just not quite there, but it's coming.  That's the great thing is that I'm 

building, and the fact that each day I've gotten a little bit stronger.  I'm not as tired.  I think 

I'm getting used to playing out here, the mental preparation for a round.  I'm starting to get 

into the flow of warming up, seeing shots, feeling shots, hitting shots, getting the feel for the 

wind.  I know exactly what it's going to do at that trajectory, all the things that you don't 

really -- you don't really do at home.  It's a little bit different at home.  You just go play for 

some cash. 
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