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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   HIDEKI MATSUYAMA 
December 3, 2016 
  

 

Q.  Hideki, just talk about your round today and your thoughts.  

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I played well today.  Glad to get the score in that I did.  The eagle at 

7 was huge. 

 

Q.  Take us through the eagle at 7, what was the club and the thought process on the 

shot? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I laid up with a 3-iron off the tee and then had 80 yards, hit a 

60-degree wedge. 

 

Q.  Why did you lay up, why not go for it? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I don't hit it that far. 

 

Q.  Anirban's been talking a lot about you.  Have you been in touch with him of late? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I haven't seen him lately, but he is a good and dear friend. 

 

Q.  Hideki, a 7-shot lead going into tomorrow.  Comment about what your focus will 

be. 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I really can't think about the lead because there's -- I mean, 

everyone in the field can shoot 8, 9 under.  So I just have to keep my head down, keep 

grinding and do the best I can. 

 

Q.  What is helping him set himself apart from the field here? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I really don't know because I have had missed some shots out 

there, but my caddie and me, we talked about it.  We've given ourselves a couple of good 

chances for birdies and they've gone in.  I really feel kind of lucky up until now. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) two wins this week? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  No. 

 

Q.  I think you started working on some putting at I think Deutsche Bank, is that right?  

What exactly did you do that's made such a huge difference for you? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Actually, Hiroshi Iwata watched my putting and gave me a couple 

of tips, and since then it's kind of fallen into place and improving each week.  This week, 
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though, I'm not putting my best but there's a lot of 18-, 20-footers that are finding the hole 

and that's really helped out. 

 

Q.  What's been the best thing that he's been doing over this last month and a half 

when he's won three tournaments in four starts? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Probably course management.  I've tried to think that golf isn't that 

difficult and just hit one shot at a time. 

 

Q.  How much thought do you give to being No. 1 in the world? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It's not that I haven't thought about it, but it's going to take a lot of 

wins and hopefully tomorrow will be one of them. 

 

Q.  Right when you were starting out and Tiger birdied four of his first five holes and 

got within two, did you notice that and what did you think of someone playing for the 

first time in so long being on the board like that? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  You know, only Tiger could take a year and a half off and put up 

the numbers that he's putting up this week.  I don't care how many strokes I'm leading over 

him, he's still -- I still worry about him, fear him and I'm just going to have to try my best 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Any similarity in the comfort level of this golf course compared to Phoenix, which 

has a similar look? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I'm surprised, too.  I played here last year and didn't do very well.  

Pleasantly surprised this week. 

 

Q.  So if Iwata gave him advice putting and then gave him his caddie, what do you 

have to give him? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Probably not going to give him anything, but grateful for the advice.  

But, you know, here on Tour we all help each other out, that's why we're a big family. 

 

Q.  Hideki, tell us about Japan a little bit.  How big are you there and how do they 

receive you? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Especially at this year's Japan Open, the crowds were great there 

and cheered me on and I was very happy and grateful for their support.  Hopefully they're 

watching on television and just gives more incentives to try my best. 

 

Q.  Hiroshi played that spectacular round I think last year PGA Championship.  

Haven't really seen him build on that.  Any thoughts on his game and where he might 

go from here? 
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HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yeah, Hiroshi is a great player.  He can play out here.  He doesn't 

have full status yet this year, but he definitely can play with the best of us. 

 

Q.  If Ozaki-san was called Jumbo and Ryo used to be called the Bashful Prince, what 

does he need to do to get his own nickname in a Japan? 

 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Doug, I'll let you think about my nickname. 
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