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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JORDAN SPIETH  
November 30, 2016 
  

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Jordan Spieth into the interview room.  He's 

making his fourth career start at the Hero World Challenge and he's obviously our 2014 

champion, when he pretty much set every record of this tournament.   

 

Jordan, welcome back.  If we can get some comments at being here at Albany again. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, very happy to be back.  This event's certainly one that everybody 

tries to get the invite to at the end of the season.  Lot of fun.  It's just a great week.  

Everybody kind of hangs out together, too.  The activities you do are together, which really is 

unique about this tournament.  It's beautiful here.  I mean, it's hard to beat this place.  18 

guys play fast.   

 

In 2014 it was a nice springboard into the new year.  One that we certainly take seriously, 

and as hard as it may be being down here to try and work your butt off, that's something that 

we want to do this week every year because we know what it can do for us.  So fortunately 

we had that experience a couple years ago and know the importance of it.   

 

JOHN BUSH:  And I know you're probably hoping for some deja vu from 2014 following up 

that win in Australia.  Just comment on your win recently there again.  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it was in a different style, it was in a playoff.  I kind of scraped it 

around a little bit.  A bit rusty with my short game the beginning of the week and then driving 

the ball at the end of the week.  But boy, it was a lot of fun.  It was fun competing.  Made a 

few putts at the end and then hit two great shots and a nice putt in the playoff. 

 

Yeah, I mean, the Stonehaven Cup's a fantastic trophy to have and to do it again down there 

off of a long break, it was May I guess since the last time we had won, nice to be on the 

podium again.  

 

Q.  Jordan, compared to your 2015 and '16 performances, when you compare the two, 

what aspects of your game do you feel you need to bump up to get back to the 

phenomenal 2015 level for next year? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  You know, the only stat that really stood out was approach yardage 

from -- it was really my wedge play, 60 to about 140, 50 yards in the strokes gained 

department.  I actually improved in putting this year from '15.  Driving the ball was similar 

enough; I can definitely improve in that department in the accuracy.  It was really the scoring 

clubs, the proximity to the hole, the strokes gained from 60 to about 150 yards. 

 

Q.  Is there any part of you that wishes you were spending this week at the winter 

meetings at Baker's Bay? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I'm very happy to be here.  Wishing the guys the best of luck over 

there though, of course. 

 

Q.  Obviously Tiger coming back this week is a big deal for everybody.  Can you just 

talk about the players' excitement level to kind of see him back competing and the 

fact that you guys really haven't had a chance in your generation to compete against 

him when he's at his best or getting close to it and what sort of things you'll be 

looking for? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  He's still just turning every head when he walks into the dining area.  Or 

if he's on the driving range, I mean everybody's looking up to see him hit some shots.  I was 

doing it this morning, interested obviously.   

 

Hoping for the best, preparing for it, taking some time as I know he is.  I think he's accepted 

the fact that he'll be patient.  I think this is a perfect week for him to come back being fully 

healthy.  Makes perfect sense down here.  There's less people that are out there watching, 

he can play quickly, he's playing around a lot of people that he knows on a place that he's 

familiar with and is a member.  Seems like a good time to get some swings under the gun.   

 

But like anybody that takes off, I mean, a year and a half for injury or whatever other 

reasons, you don't just come back and expect anything.  It's going to take a little time.  He's 

obviously the only person in golf that is -- the only person in the last 30 years in golf that is 

any expectation you set, he'll somehow prove to you that he can do better.  But I think with 

this, I just hope that everyone gives him time.  I hope he has the time to fall into a rhythm 

and just get enough tournaments where he can kind of build up that seeing the shots under 

competition under the gun because, you know, you can look back 10 years at shots you hit, 

it's not the same as looking back the week before on a positive swing.   

 

But from the talks I've had with him, he's very excited, seems very confident and we all 

certainly -- we all hope for many reasons that he comes back fully healthy and his game's 

fully back.  A couple, to name one, you don't ever want to see somebody go down because 

of injury, and two, I think it was a dream for all of us young guys to one day grow up and 

battle Tiger on a Sunday when he was playing his best and see if you can Y.E. Yang it, see 

if you can pull off a shot where you can take him down.  That's a dream for all of us, too.   

 

So 2013 was my rookie year.  Tiger was Player of the Year that year.  He won five times, 

including THE PLAYERS and a lot of other big tournaments and won by a large margin.  So 

it's hard to say that we haven't seen Tiger at his -- I mean, those weeks he's at his best, 

those five weeks.  I didn't play with him in any of those, but I certainly hope that comes back 

and it will take a little bit of time I assume.  

 

Q.  You said after your win in Australia that it would do wonders for you going into 

next year.  Could you expand on what that means to you, that win, and is it difficult to 

take that kind of confidence over an extended layoff?  
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JORDAN SPIETH:  I might have been a bit dramatic in it will do wonders for me.  What I 

mean to say is it provides momentum into this week, which in combination if I can work my 

way into contention, I now have shots and putts under the gun last week I can look back on 

to gain momentum out of this week.   

 

2015, I won at Valspar.  It was the first one of the year.  I didn't start until Phoenix.  I wasn't 

in Hawaii, I didn't start until Phoenix, but I still knew because of Australia and Tiger's event 

that if I continued to put myself into contention, my best stuff will continue to be there 

Sunday afternoon.  That's kind of what I'm able to draw back on is just the knowledge that 

it's there, it was there recently, that kind of thing.  When you go for five, six months at a time 

without closing one out, that's when it gets a bit harder.  May, that's six months ago probably 

at this point.   

 

Yeah, so it was tough, in Australia was tough.  I was coming back from a lot of rest and very 

little practice.  So here, certainly no excuses, ready to go from that win.  I think into next year 

what it can do is the beginning of the year I have something very quickly to draw back on 

and that's very important if you work your way into contention. 

 

Q.  What is your schedule going to look like in 2017 and what other changes are you 

making in the coming season that you might -- lessons you learned this year? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It's interesting, something came out where it said I was dialing back my 

schedule to play less and win more.  I'm actually probably playing more tournaments from 

January to hopefully the Presidents Cup on the PGA Tour.   

 

But what I meant was my overseas travel at the beginning of the year, I'm planning on 

starting in Hawaii and going from there.  I'm going to play a couple tournaments I've played 

before that I didn't play this past year early on in the season and keep myself on the PGA 

Tour schedule, try and get in a rhythm there early in the season as we build up into Augusta. 

 

Q.  Jordan, in your baseball playing days, was there any room for you to like Derek 

Jeter even though he wasn't a Ranger?  Have your paths crossed before and have 

you had a chance to talk to him much this week? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think everybody that's a sports fan is a fan of Derek Jeter.  I think he's 

done things the right way.  He's been so loyal to the Yankees organization.  I cursed the guy 

plenty of times for what he's done against us.  At the same time, it was with full respect 

obviously.  He's one of the greatest of all time and on a team where it was a dynasty team.  

He was the leader and the best player on that team for however many years he played.  It's 

really, really cool.  You're not kind of in the presence of a sports figure like Derek Jeter very 

often.  Well, there's not many alive, and you think of like Michael Jordan, you think of Tiger, 

Jack, it's pretty special.   

 

My path has not crossed his prior to this week.  I met him last night actually at the Roses' 
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house.  Didn't talk a ton, it was just a passing.  Hopefully, I mean, I know he picked up the 

game recently.  I know just his athletic ability has made him I think a single digit handicap 

already.  A 10, okay.  So probably by the next month he'll be a nine or an eight.  He didn't 

used to play a lot and now he's in love with it.you actually hear that a lot from retired 

athletes, which is pretty cool. 

 

Q.  Did he say he was nervous about playing in public after only two years of playing? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  You hear that actually, too, and that's always surprising.  I can imagine, 

it doesn't necessarily surprise me doing something uncomfortable to you with a lot of people 

watching and all they've seen you do is your skill to the highest level.  So you're going to 

want to do this -- everything he does, I assume he wants to do at the highest level and it's 

just not going to happen if you just pick up a sport.  So I wouldn't go out and field grounders 

in a major league stadium and be any good at it, or try and hit a major league pitch.  I would 

kind of look like a fool, I would be very nervous.  So it's interesting because you think the 

guy's been on the biggest stage performing the best and very clutch, and then he does 

something so silly as playing in a pro-am and the fact that a few people are watching makes 

it -- but that's I guess how it works. 

 

Q.  Jordan, how did your perspective of Tiger change being around him so much 

during the Ryder Cup?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I don't think my perspective changed a whole lot.  He's always been 

nothing but helpful and respectful to me.  He continued that obviously.  It's so much team 

fire.  I mean, he added so much to that locker room and within our group of four, our pod.  I 

guess fire team I guess is what we're supposed to call them.  Tiger being kind of the leader 

and the one that was talking to us constantly and relaying to Davis back and forth, that was 

really cool to have and he was such a helping hand, inspiring.  He was light, he was very 

light out on the course but intent at the same time.  He knew when to be light and he's been 

through it all.   

 

I think he really enjoyed the experience that he had, which I think going into it a lot of us 

were a little interested on how he would feel about not being out there, being one of the guys 

playing.  It was way better than anybody could have imagined.  He really was very helpful for 

our team and he was working as hard as anybody was well in advance on pairings, on 

course setup, all that stuff.  Got to know him a bit better, spent more time with him 

personally.  Yeah, enjoyed the time for sure. 

 

Q.  Jordan, what do you think about the course here and the role that wind might play 

this week? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think it's a fun course to play.  Last year, what was it, 27 under, 26, 27 

under?  

 

JOHN BUSH:  25. 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  What's that, 25?  I know we shot 20 and finished fourth, which is very 

rare in a tournament.  I thought I shot like 8 or 9 when we came here.  Michael reminded me.  

But the course was very different from this year.  It was wet and there was not wind.  It looks 

like the first couple days are going to be scoreable and then it looks like the wind is going to 

pick up on the weekend, and it truly changes the golf course.   

 

There were also changes made.  The course is longer.  There's a couple of the easier holes 

like 10 pushed back.  Par 3s will be pushed back more than they were.  Less scoring 

chances than last year, I think that's great.  I think you certainly can still pick your spots, take 

advantage of the par 5s, but you've got to hit shots into these very tricky greens.  A lot of it, 

they're very flat so if you're coming out of the wrong locations it's tough to hold them, 

especially when you're downwind.  So the wind plays a factor.  Ball placement off the tees is 

very important. 

 

Q.  Do you think the scores will be lower than last year?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think the scores will be higher this year compared to last year based 

on what we're seeing.  I think the first two days will be similar.  I think the weekend will play 

tougher than the weekend last year.  But who knows.  Down here you could have a storm 

blow in like that and then there's no wind afterwards.  It's hard to tell, but that's what I would 

forecast. 

 

Q.  I came in a little bit late.  What kind of grade would you give yourself this year? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I would give myself a -- not an A.  I would say, I would say a B, B-plus. 

 

Q.  Why? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I wish I was in contention more than once in the majors, so that was a 

bit of a letdown.  The positives, obviously having four wins this year, that's awesome, that's 

really special.  You guys look around, the Ryder Cup was a win.  DJ, Ryder Cup was a win 

this year, right?   

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think so. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  So yeah, I would say probably B-plus. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Jordan Spieth, thank you, sir. 
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