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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TIGER WOODS 
      PAWAN MUNJAL 
November 29, 2016  
 

 
 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome everyone to the 2016 Hero World Challenge.  I'm 

joined up on the stage today by Mr. Pawan Munjal, the chairman, managing director and 

CEO of Hero MotoCorp, and our tournament host, Tiger Woods.  We'll get started with Mr. 

Munjal, some opening comments on Hero's third year now hosting this event.  

 

PAWAN MUNJAL:  Good morning to all of you.  Indeed a very crisp morning.  On behalf of 

Hero MotoCorp, I would like to welcome you all to this beautiful setting and to present the 

world's best golfers.  One of the finest golfing destinations also happens to be the land of 

extraordinary natural wonders.   

 

And what do I say about this man sitting on my left.  We all know what he's done in so many 

years, broken all kinds of records, stayed World No. 1 for many, many consecutive weeks, 

has been the PGA Player of the Year a record 11 times and I could go on and on.  Truly a 

global brand in himself.  We could not have chosen a better person, a better person suited to 

be the global corporate partner for Hero MotoCorp. 

 

We at Hero have been steadily going global, growing the brand, growing our sales.  And our 

association with Tiger and the Tiger Woods Foundation clearly has helped both the brand, 

Hero, and Tiger Woods Foundation.   

 

These last few years have been very exciting for us at Hero.  We've been the No. 1 tubular 

brand, single largest tubular brand for 15 consecutive years now.  In the last two years we've 

gone into 34 new markets across the globe and still counting.  So far since the inception of 

Hero from 1985, we've now sold over 70 million motorcycles and scooters, which is not a 

small number. 

 

Last year when we came here, just before that we had opened our first manufacturing plant 

outside of India in Colombia, in a city outside, Cali.  Took just nine months to put up the plant 

and we will be using that not just for the Colombian market but also for the Andean 

countries.  Happens to be our fifth manufacturing plant, two more already, one in India and 

one getting ready in Bangladesh.   

 

Hero MotoCorp represents the youth, the spirit of sports and speed, enthusiasm, hard work, 

determination, the will power and inspiration, and on top of everything, excellence, which I 

believe is what Tiger stands for as well.  And I would like to commend Tiger for having the 

fortitude to start over again and put the immense amount of work that you all have done, you 

have done to get to this point.  No one can predict the future, of course, but I know the 

dedication that you have shown these past few months is a model for not just most people, 

but us at Hero as well. 
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Tiger, I would like to wish you good luck, good health as you start this exciting new chapter 

of your career after a longish gap of about 15, 16 months.  But as all of you in the media 

would say, I don't want to bury the lede.  There is a special excitement in the air.  Like all of 

you, we are very happy to welcome you back to competitive golf, Tiger.  We saw that 

interest that you generated this morning with the media from across the globe.  The 

contingent this year is sizeable.  But before we go on, I think we've seen a great job having 

been done here at Albany by the Tiger Woods Foundation, the management and staff of 

Albany after the unfortunate Hurricane Matthew.  The setting is looking beautiful, looking 

much better than last year. 

 

Also, in the recent year gone by we have seen two global figures, two global sporting 

legends having passed, Muhammad Ali and Arnold Palmer.  I was fortunate to have met Mr. 

Palmer in Florida, Orlando, get to know him a bit.  He was obviously a role model for all of us 

who loved this game and he happened to bring not just this sport but many other sports to 

millions and millions of viewers around the globe.  While very different men with very 

different styles, both Arnold and Ali shared an appreciation for putting on a great show, and 

we intend to do just that this week here.  Indeed the show must go on and it will go on.  

Thank you all for being here and let's all have a great week.  Thank you. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Tiger, I know you love hosting this event, but as a five-time champion, you 

like playing in it even more.  Welcome back.  Just get some comments. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, put it this way, it's a lot better situation this year than last.  I love 

Kooch to death, but I can't stand watching him in the cart anymore.  After last year and the 

Ryder Cup, that's enough.  Now I need to play against him.   

 

It's nice being back out here.  I think what most people don't really understand is how much 

of a fraternity this tour really is.  The amount of dinners I've gone out to with the guys, the 

texts, the phone calls over the last 14, 15, 16 month, the guys wanted me to come back out 

here and play or help in any way possible.  Playing practice rounds at home with the guys 

for a little side change has been fun, but to get back out here at this level has been a 

challenge.  A lot of hard work, an extreme inordinate amount of patience, which as you all 

know is not exactly one of my hallmarks.  So I've had to exercise that more so than usual, 

but it's allowed me to get to this point where I'm able to compete, I'm able to play.   

 

Being away from the game has also allowed me to do a couple other things.  One, to unify 

all my brands under TGR, which has been fantastic, and also to be able to spend as much 

time as I have with Charlie and Sam, taking them to all their sporting events and 

participating with them, teaching them drills.  That part, as a golfer, a professional golfer, 

we're not privy to having half our season at home like most sports do.  We're always on the 

road.  So if you're playing a full schedule, you're gone quite a bit.  It was nice to be home to 

be able to do those things with my kids.  That's something that I cherished and I will always 

cherish.  
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Q.  Tiger, what does this week matter to you?  In other words, what should a fan be 

looking for to take out of this week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I'm going to try to do the same thing I always do.  I'm entered in an 

event, I'm going to try to win this thing.  I know Bubba went low, shot 25 under.  That's going 

to be a tall order.  I haven't played in a while.  Shooting 25 under is going to be a little hard.  

But hey, I'm going to give it my best.  I'm going to be focused, I'm going to do what I can do 

and put the ball in the correct spots, give myself looks and try to bury these putts and post, 

post scores, and get myself in that mix come Sunday afternoon. 

 

I know that's a tall order since I've been away from the game for so long and I've made a lot 

of different changes in my game, but the mindset's still the same.  And whether physically 

and also equipment, practice schedules, training, all that has evolved, the mindset of 

competing hasn't.  That is to go out there and try to beat these guys.  I know they're going to 

try and beat me.  I'm going to try and beat them. 

 

Q.  Tiger, you just alluded to it at the beginning, but a year ago this same press 

conference, it was very dire, you painted a pretty bleak picture of the situation, your 

situation at the time.  How much have things changed since then and can you 

remember back to how bad you might have felt that day? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It wasn't just that day, it was that period of a month or two where getting 

out of bed, I just couldn't get out of bed.  I needed help.  It was a tough, tough time.   

 

Yeah, you asked me then, could I play?  No, I can't even get out of bed, how am I supposed 

to swing a club at 120 miles an hour?  That's just two different worlds.   

 

But to look at what I was at then and been away from the game, as I alluded to earlier, it 

allowed me to unify my brands.  I really did some pretty good thinking of how to put together 

TGR and I think that, that in itself, part of -- basically I'm setting up phase two of my life.  I 

call it phase two because I can't play this game forever at a competitive, high level.  Would I 

love to?  Yes.  Guys have played into their 70s and 80s, but they're not competing at a 

world-class level.  Arnold played, Gary still plays, but they're not playing a full schedule.  

They're not playing 20-plus events and they're not playing -- not ranked top-10 in the world.  

But you can still play golf for a lifetime and I want to play golf for a lifetime, but also I know I 

can't compete out here for a lifetime.  So setting up my business entities is going to take a 

load off my shoulders in that regard, so that I'm able to devote more time to my golf while I 

still can and be at the level. 

 

Q.  Tiger, what changed between Safeway and here?  And by that I mean, at what 

point did you sort of know you would be able to go this week?  Was there a moment, 

series of events, so forth, that occurred? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's -- like I said, a few things happened.  One, the Ryder Cup helped 

a lot in the sense that I got a chance to be out there with the guys and see it and feel it and 
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experience it.   

 

Two, it hurt me by not being able to practice for a week.  We had the most perfect range, the 

most perfect putting green and we're not allowed to hit balls as captains.  Davis did because 

he's "the" captain.  Us assistants weren't allowed.  Davis was recovering from a hip 

replacement, hurt like hell every time he hit a club, so he didn't do it.   

 

So I knew that I could play Safeway with a few shots, and I've played with less and I've won 

golf tournaments hitting with less shots, but I had to have everything come together.  And on 

top of that, I had to know the golf course.  I hadn't play Silverado since college, and 

obviously the dinner I had with Arnold there when I was deemed ineligible happened at the 

same time, too.   

 

So it's been a while and they made some changes since then.  I didn't know the changes 

and I didn't know the golf course.  So it's not like going to a golf course that I know, okay, if I 

hit it here, if I get this one-way miss, I'm hooking it or I'm cutting it, I'm hitting high or I'm 

hitting it low, whatever I've got, I know I can put it here, put it there, give myself these 

angles.  I didn't have that, that knowledge going in.  So yeah, I didn't feel right about it. 

 

So as hard as it was on me to take it off and pull out of the event, it was a smart thing to do 

even though as a competitive athlete it killed me inside.  I wanted to compete.  I felt like I 

was ready to compete because, as I said, I've played with less and I've won.  But if I've 

waited at the time, what, 13 months, what's another couple more months.  So let's be a little 

patient, a little easier on myself, a little smarter and let's come back when things are a little 

more together. 

 

Now I've gotten a couple more months under my belt, testing a lot more, trying different 

equipment.  On top of that, it also gave me a couple more months to get stronger and get my 

practice schedule up.  Joey's come down a couple times and we've played and we walked.  

And I would hate to say it, but you can walk and you can cycle, I was riding my bike at home 

30, 50 and 70 miles per week on these rides.  That's different than walking a golf course.  I 

can walk on a treadmill for two, three hours.  It's not the same, putting on spikes and uneven 

lies.  I come in, my ankles are sore, my feet are sore.  This is different, and so I had to get 

used to that.  Even Joey hadn't been on a golf course in a while, he rides at home in a cart.  

He carried the bag, his shoulder's sore, back's sore, hip's sore, ankles are sore.  Joey, we're 

walking nine holes at Medalist.  He was saying I need to get in shape, too, so we did it 

together, we did it as a team, and it was fun.  

 

Q.  I assume you very often at every tournament on Thursday have a rush of 

adrenaline when you go to the first tee and whatnot and some nerves and whatnot.  

Can you talk to what this Thursday will be like, if it will be a little bit different for you, 

just the human nature element of not being around it for so long?   

 

TIGER WOODS:  I'll let you know then because I don't know right now.  I've been away from 

it for a long time.  I've been away from golf at periods throughout my career.  I think the 

http://tee-scripts.com/


5 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

longest was maybe nine months after I had my knee reconstructed.  Yeah, there's nerves, of 

course, because I care.  I care about what I do out there.  I want to win and I want to place 

the ball in the correct spots, give myself the best angles and bury these putts.  So yeah, 

trying to figure that out, yeah, there's nerves.  But it's controlling it and getting into the flow of 

the round, how fast can I get into the flow of the round. 

 

I remember after my dad died and I came back at Winged Foot, I didn't find the flow of the 

round until about the fifth or sixth hole.  By then I was already 2, 3, 4 over par and that hurt.  

I was already behind the eight ball and you can't make that up at Winged Foot.  I need to 

find the flow of the round quick and hopefully I can do that. 

 

Q.  Tiger, a two-part question.  Part one, you're in sort of uncharted waters here.  Who 

or what do you use as an inspiration in this comeback?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I've had a lot of friends help me.  It's hard to fathom how many of the 

players here have really -- have rallied and really tried to help me come back and offered 

any kind of advice, any kind of help, whether it's with equipment, it's playing, it's getting out 

and going out to dinner, just being part of the tour and part of the fraternity.  These guys 

have been great.  And there's a lot of other guys who aren't playing this event who have 

been like that.  So I've had a lot more close friends out here than I thought.   

 

And then on top of that, they're mainly close like my age because, you know, the turnover 

rate is so much now and so young that a third of the field, sometimes I've never heard of 

these guys before.  But you look on the Champions Tour, I've played with all of them.  I've 

played against them, they've beaten me, I've beaten them.  But it's a different feeling.  Most 

of these guys are right around my age and maybe it's a touch younger, so we've played 

against each other.  So it's different.  The guys, I've seen them on the range here and I've 

talked to them and we've texted and called each other, it's because I've been out here 

enough years with them, I've gotten to know them.  Second part? 

 

Q.  The second part is related to that.  So in your prime you were pretty much a lone 

wolf, you had to have that singular focus.  Going forward, do you see playing against 

these guys in the morning or afternoon and then having these dinners and having this 

camaraderie moving forward? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Karen, what you don't realize is that when I was playing it was different.  

When I'm competing, I'm there to beat you.  That's it.  I don't care if it's one of my best 

friends, O'Meara, at the World Match Play.  I'm not conceding him a putt this far.  He's my 

best friend.  I don't care, I'm here to beat you.  But afterwards we go out to dinner, we go out 

and have a few cocktails, whatever.  That's that.   

 

But most of those guys are now on the Champions Tour.  Those are the guys I grew up for 

the 15 years or so early on in my career, and so this is a new crop of guys.  We're doing the 

same things, but you just haven't seen me compete in the last few years because I haven't, 

but we're still doing the same things off the golf course.  But on the golf course, when I get 
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out there and I compete and I play, it's going to be normal.  I'm going to get out there and I'm 

going to try and put the ball in the right spots and make birdies and post a low score and get 

this title. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Pat's a -- he's very similar to how I am, that he just wants to win.  To him, 

improving and practicing and playing golf tournaments and trying to win is fun.  You know, all 

the other stuff that comes along with it, I've never been fond of it but obviously I know it's the 

responsibility that comes along with it.  He understands that as well, but he just wants to win 

golf tournaments.  There's nothing wrong with that. 

 

It was fun to see him go through a golf course and analyze the golf course like he did, 

because it's very similar to how I pick apart a golf course.  I pick a golf course apart a lot like 

Stricks and a lot like Furyk; only difference is I hit the ball a little bit further.  But we analyze a 

golf course the same way.  And so Pat is the same way, he analyzes it the same way and 

it's neat to see guys do that.   

 

Then you see guys like Bubba and Dustin, they're just, How far to that bunker, 320?  Okay, 

right over the top.  It's different.  You play golf differently and there's different ways to win.  

You can hit the ball as far as Dustin does or as far as Bubba does, or you can go out there 

and hit it as far as Jim Furyk did and shoot 58.  There's different ways to get it done. 

 

Q.  Tiger, it's been 15 months since your last competitive start.  At any point during 

that time did you question whether you would ever get back to this point, whether you 

would ever play again? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, yeah, definitely.  You asked me last year how I was doing.  Bob just 

asked that.  Not being able to get out of bed, not being able to move, how can I expect to 

come out here and swing a golf club at 120 miles an hour and be ballistic when I can't even 

get out of bed.   

 

So, yeah, there was a lot of trepidation and times where I thought -- I did think of that 

because it was realistic.  When I had my knee redone and it was completely blown, I knew it 

was nine months, but I knew I could come back from it.  It's not nerve damage.   

 

When you're dealing with a spine, when you're dealing with nerves, it's a totally different 

deal.  Talking to Davis, Davis had his neck fused.  He had tingling down his arm, he couldn't 

feel his fingers anymore.  That's, you know, your career could be over.  Had it fixed, came 

back and won last year.   

 

So there's a lot of guys who have had injuries like that and have come back and done well 

and have won golf tournaments, but each individual spinal injury is different and has its own 

little personality.  Whereas if you had a joint, a shoulder, a hip, you know it's like 

having -- Sneds has had a couple hip surgeries, but you know you're going to come back in 
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a few months.  With nerves, you just don't know.  

 

Q.  What's going through your mind at that point when you think your career might 

actually be over? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  This is like I told you when I was putting together TGR and thinking of 

phase two.  How can I put together all these business entities and put them together and put 

it under one umbrella, all my sponsors so everyone understands what we're doing and what 

is the foundation and all the events we run.  All my sponsors like Hero and Pawan here, 

everyone understands what we're doing because it's under one umbrella.  Before, everyone 

was kind of doing their own thing and we're not getting the whole -- so reliant on me 

physically playing and being there.  I didn't know if I could do that again.   

 

So with that being the case, let's set it up just in case that doesn't happen, and actually it 

worked out for the best is that now I've unified all the brands.  The sponsors are happier 

than they've ever been because of the cross-pollination, better communication has now 

occurred, and here I am competing again. 

 

Q.  Tiger, is there a part of your game that you're most concerned about heading into 

Thursday and is there a part of your game that you're happiest with heading into 

Thursday? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I would say probably the most concerned is trying to get a feel for the 

distance.  I haven't had adrenaline in my system in a while and having that surge of 

adrenaline through my system, how much further is this ball going to be going.  I know it 

generally is a half a club, but is it going to be more than that because I haven't played or is it 

going to be less than that or be about that?  That part, I've always been -- throughout my 

career I've been pretty good at hitting the ball pin high.  I'm more -- I'm concerned about that, 

what my body's going to be feeling, the energy, the surge of adrenaline going through my 

system. 

 

As far as concerns besides that, no.  Confident.  I've got all the clubs that I've tested and I 

feel pretty confident with.  I know that after this event I'm going to do more testing and figure 

a few more things out, but as of right now I'm ready to go. 

 

Q.  Tiger, can this week be considered a success even if you don't shoot good 

scores? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I'm playing again, yeah, yeah.  After 15 months off of not competing, and 

as Bob was asking, last year at this time I gave you a different answer because that was the 

reality of it.  I'm sitting here in front of you guys with a different reality because things have 

improved so much that I'm able to come back here and do this again.  It hasn't been easy.   

 

People around me who know me -- my physios, my friends, family -- they know how hard it's 

been to get to this point.  It's taken a lot of work, but I'm here. 
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Q.  Tiger, you talk about the work you're putting in.  How much longer do you see 

yourself wanting to put in that much work?  And secondly, what along your journey, 

what are some signs you've seen or progress you think you've seen that tells you 

you're going to win again out here?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, winning is an evolution.  It's going from at home on the range.  I've 

always told you guys the same thing.  It's going from at home on the range and then going 

out on my home course and then going into a tournament setting and then eventually on the 

back nine of an event trying to win it, and then the ultimate is a major championship and 

then the back nine of a major is a totally different animal.  So it's a process.   

 

Right now, I haven't even competed yet so I'm at the beginning stages of that.  I've been at 

the range, I've been at Medalist, and now I'm here and I haven't teed off yet.  So I'll give you 

a different answer come Thursday afternoon.  And as the week goes on, I can give you more 

detailed answers on that and where I'm at and the feel that I have, but as of right now I'm still 

at the beginning stages of that process. 

 

Q.  With all your other interests, though, do you see yourself wanting to do this for 

still quite a long time? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I want to do this as long as I can, as long as the body will allow me 

to.  I was talking to some of the guys here yesterday?  Yeah, it was yesterday with Jetes.  

So Jetes, myself, Kobe and Tim Duncan all came in at the same time, around '96, '97.  Jetes 

spent a couple years in the minors before he came out in '96, but still we all came out and 

made our splash at the same time.  And to see those guys, in those various sports if you 

lose a little bit, you're going to probably be replaced.  Same thing with Peyton.  Peyton came 

out just around the same time, too, as well.   

 

But in golf I can play a different way and get away with it.  As I said, Jim Furyk, not the 

longest hitter, shot 58 this year.  You can do it different ways.  I mean, and Fred Funk played 

out here until I think he was 52, I believe.  So it's possible.  So I'm just going to have to find 

different ways of doing it.  I'm not the second longest guy on Tour anymore.  When I came 

out here in '96 and '97 I averaged 296.  John Daly was No. 1.  Last year halfway through the 

year there were over 50 guys who averaged over 300.  It's a different game.  

 

Q.  Tiger, you've got some different clubs in the bag, you've got Monster on the bag.  

Can you talk about that relationship and also what you're working towards with 

anything new in the bag that will become official at some point? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, we're excited having Monster as now my bag sponsor, and working 

with them on a new product that I can utilize on the golf course is going to be exciting.  It's 

fun for me to be able to tap into that realm that's going to help me with my performance on 

the golf course.  I know that I'm not going to be doing any kind of half pipes or anything like 

that.  I have energy but just not like that.   
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But as far as equipment and golf clubs, I'm still evolving, I'm still testing that.  I've put some 

old clubs back in the bag.  You saw it, I got my old Cameron back in the bag.  I'm going to 

go out here and test some more woods here.  I've got my old Nike irons back in the bag, and 

Bridgestone ball for right now. 

 

Q.  (Question about Cameron putter.)  

 

TIGER WOODS:  It's at home in my putting studio.  Charlie knows there are two putters he 

can't touch, there's that black one I won with the trillium insert, I won the Masters in '97, and 

this one.  They sit next to each other.  Touch any other putter, do anything you want with any 

other putter; these putters are off limits.  These two only, Daddy only. 

 

Q.  Have you had to chastise Charlie for grabbing the putters? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Of course, he's a kid.  He wants to always mess with me in some way. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you, my question was, phase two, I know we only talking about 

the beginning of phase two.  I don't want to wish to jump the gun, but does phase two 

incorporate being Ryder Cup captain, maybe less golf, more golf, less travel?  You 

talked about maybe going on the Champions Tour?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  As far as how much golf I'm going to play, I don't know because I don't 

know what my back's going to be doing.  Would I like to play a full schedule every year for 

the next decade plus?  Yeah, I would, that would be great.  Can I?  I don't know.  We'll see.  

I'm going to do everything I can.   

 

I miss it, I love competing out here and it's fun.  It's fun for me to do this.  That's what people 

probably don't quite understand.  I love to compete, I love playing against these guys and I 

miss being out here. 

 

Q.  Have you targeted a year that you may want to be Ryder Cup captain? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I would be honored to be selected as a Ryder Cup captain, but it's not 

going to be for a while.  I know that next year I'm hoping to be a playing assistant.  I was 

hoping to be a playing assistant this year, too.  Didn't quite work out that way.  But I would 

like -- I would like to play as an assistant, that would be fun.  And then ultimately one day the 

whole idea of setting up the Ryder Cup and why we had the committee is so that we can 

have continuity going forward.  The assistant captains, they eventually becomes captains 

and so forth and so on.  So we built that, we've got that instituted and I think down the road.  

There was one piece of advice I've gotten from virtually every captain I've talked to, is don't 

become captain unless your career is almost done or if not done, because it's two years of 

sacrificing of your life to do it your way and you have so many obligations and so many 

things that it takes away from you competing.  You know, it's hard because your game will 

take a dip, and some guys have lost their games when they've become captain.  So every 
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guy that I've talked to, as I said, just wait as long as you can before you do it and make sure 

that you're virtually done playing. 

 

Q.  Tiger, two things.  One is at this stage of your career where you pretty much know 

everything there is to know about golf, what kind of information goes into you 

changing clubs and ball?  Second thing is your time off, 15 months, how has it kind of 

changed your personal relationships, deepened them for you? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  The second part's the easiest part, is my relationship with a lot of these 

players have gotten closer, either through hanging out at the restaurant at home, at the 

Woods Jupiter, or if it's out playing at Medalist or the Ryder Cup, going out to dinner and 

BS'ing, it's been fun.  But this part of it, competing, it's a different story. 

 

Now, as far as equipment, that's a very complicated one because this is the first time that I 

have ever used adjustable equipment.  Even when Nike came out with their adjustable 

hosels, I still used glued hosels.  So the whole fitting system of glued versus adjustable, the 

weight distribution on the hosel, it's just different, it's a different feel.  Take spin off, add spin.  

I'm used to using wrap glue to adjust spin, ball flight.  Hell, I don't know how many guys in 

here will probably understand how to whip an old persimmon, how to take loft off of it and 

how to add loft, roll and bulge.  These are things that are not common anymore.   

 

So I'm trying to learn the new terminology, meanwhile trying to implement some of my old 

feels and some of the things that has made me successful at the same time, you know, 

throughout the years.  And hopefully I can have some kind of amalgamation of all of that 

together and put together a nice little run here. 

 

Q.  Tiger, welcome back to the Bahamas.  Like you've said, you travel everywhere to 

play golf, you're always on the road.  How does the Bahamas stack up as a golfing 

destination for professional golfers and even leisure golfers? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, to come here to Albany, it doesn't get a lot better than this.  I've had 

a lot of friends who are either athletes or celebrities come down here.  They're never 

bugged, there's no paparazzi.  People understand.  The members understand they want 

their privacy.  Albany, we have 1/10th of all the billionaires on the planet here and that's 

saying something.  For them to come down here and feel safe and feel like they can be here 

and operate and run their businesses but also bring their families and enjoy leisure time here 

as well and have that privacy is incredible.   

 

For me to have my kids feel like they can come down here and be safe and I can let them 

go, it makes me feel at ease.  That's one of the reasons why I love coming down here.  I 

love free diving, I love getting in the water, I love looking for bugs out there.  It's good stuff. 

 

Q.  How special to you, is that a reason why you decided to make a comeback here? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, the Bahamas is special in its own reason, but I also made my 
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comeback here because this is my event.  And I know you have to be in the Top 50 in order 

to get into this event, but the committee allowed one person who's outside the top 50 get 

into the event.  I mean "the committee."  

 

Q.  You mean the Top 850? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  The committee did it, yes. 

 

Q.  Just referring one more question back to when you were here last year.  The 

comment that raised a lot of eyebrows and kind of left people wondering more about 

your future was when you used that phrase about anything beyond that was gravy.  I 

just wonder -- about what you've done already.  I just wonder if that's changed at all 

now that you're feeling better physically and now that you're sitting here ready to tee 

it up?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, let me ask you the flip, the reverse question is if you couldn't get out 

of bed, how would you feel about your future about doing a lot of different things in life?  

That's where I was.  And so if you weren't allowed to use your hands to write anymore, you 

could think it but you couldn't do it, how would it feel?  That's where I was.   

 

So it's hard, isn't it, when you put it in terms like that.  Your job or your ability, what you've 

done, your mind is willing but the body's not.  And that's where I was and that's why I gave 

the answer I did, it was honest.    

 

Q.  I understand, but now that you feel better physically, has that changed your 

expectations to some degree? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I can play.  I can play, I can compete and hopefully I can get out 

there and shoot something.  I don't think it will be 25-under par that will probably win this 

event, but it will be close to 20-something that will have to be shot in order to win this event.  

I can't remember, I think Pat shot maybe 19, somewhere around there to finish second.  So 

it's going to be close to 20, so I'm going to have to get after it and make some birdies. 

 

Q.  Jack said this morning that golf wasn't important to him, competition was.  What 

do you think about that?  Where do you stand on that or can you relate to what he's 

saying there? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Everyone's different, everyone's different.  Jack was very successful in 

what he did and did it the best and probably the longest.  For me personally, I love to 

compete and I love mixing it up with the guys.  That's just me personally.  Whether it's at this 

level, which is the ultimate, playing against the best players in the world, or it's at home for a 

few bucks, competition's competition.  But the bigger the stage, the more fun for me.  I don't 

know what it was like for Jack.  It seemed like it was for him because he won 18 of them, so 

I think whatever it was, he did it really well. 
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JOHN BUSH:  Gentlemen, thank you both for your time. 

 

PAWAN MUNJAL:  One last comment about Tiger's comeback.  He's doing this now 

because of the Hero World Challenge. 
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