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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   TEAM DENMARK 
     SOREN KJELDSEN & THORBJORN OLESEN  
27 November 2016  
 

 

MODERATOR:  Delighted to be joined by Denmark World Cup of Golf winners.  How does 

that sound, Soren?  

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, pretty amazing.  It's been an absolutely incredible week.  I've 

enjoyed it so much.  I've enjoyed the camaraderie with Thorbjorn.  I've been so impressed 

by his game, his attitude, and I think we've had a great time and that reflects in the result. 

 

MODERATOR:  And you, Thorbjorn, it looked fairly comfortable in the end, by one point it 

got pretty close.  How were you feeling when China was only one shot behind assuming you 

were aware of what was going on?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I don't know, every time I've won it's been very, very close 

in the middle of the round.  When I looked at the leaderboard after eight, nine holes, I 

thought here we go again.  So yeah, it was tough, but me and Soren have been great this 

week with just our mental strength.  We've been very, very good keeping calm and playing 

our own game and we've both been playing well.  So I wasn't too nervous on that back nine.  

I felt like we've got to make some birdies at some point.  They came at the right time. 

 

Q.  Well done, guys, congrats.  On the ninth tee, was that where it sort of hit home the 

most that things were getting a bit hedgy and you wouldn't expect to make a 6, that's 

what I'm getting at there.  That's when it must have really hit home?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, that was very frustrating.  You know, a par 5 you can reach 

in two.  We both hit a bad tee shot and got in trouble.  I hit a very poor wedge shot over the 

green and then we both missed a short putt.  It's a hole where you want to make birdie or 

you have to make birdie in a best-ball and all of a sudden we made 6 and the other guys are 

making birdies.  Yeah, it got very, very close there.  But we played both really solid on that 

back nine and gave ourself a lot of chances. 

 

Q.  Guys, was it nerves early?  I mean, you were 4 in front and you know you're 

playing best-ball as well.  Was it nerves when you couldn't get on the board, or how 

did you approach the early holes, were you just trying to maintain a lead or were you 

trying to take it out?  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  I missed that putt on the first which was a little bit disappointing.  I 

had been putting really, really well all week and had a great chance there and just hit a poor 

putt, and that maybe get a little bit in your head when you've been putting really well and all 

of a sudden you miss one on the first.  But I felt like we did everything right on the front nine 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

even though we made a couple of mistakes.  But we were playing our own game, and yeah. 

 

Q.  Soren first, then Thorbjorn.  You've obviously both won tournaments as 

individuals.  Have you ever won as part of a team and does it feel any different? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  I think I've won like, I played Eurasia Cup this year, 10 guys I think we 

were to win that, so it was amazing.  But this is very different, two guys out there.  I think the 

psychology has been really interesting for me because like when you play your own game, 

it's different, but when you've got a guy like this on the back nine on Sunday, it's like you feel 

you want to die for the guy.  It's different and that's been really interesting to feel this.  I sort 

of get the sense why teams get so together when they play well.  I've never really 

experienced that before this week.  I really enjoyed that and that team feeling is amazing.  

We obviously don't get that very often. 

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it's very much the same.  I don't know, I had that feeling 

every time on the green when I got there, I really wanted to hole the putt and I felt like I could 

hole the putt, and all of a sudden on the back nine they just started rolling in.  It was not just 

for me, it was for Soren and me.  That's very special when you hole a putt and you can fist 

pump or something after it, it makes it a lot more fun.  Normally we just have the caddie, but 

here we had two caddies and two players.  It's a four-man team.  I thought both of our 

caddies have done a tremendous job this week keeping us calm and sort of like playing our 

own game, both of us, but still doing it as a team.  I thought that was the key for this week.  

We play different games, but I think that's actually really nice because then we don't talk too 

much about the shots with each other, we just play our own shots and I think that helped a 

lot. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Well, time will tell, but obviously Denmark's never won the World Cup.  

Golf is a huge sport in Denmark.  It doesn't get a whole lot of media attention because sort 

of football and handball takes up most, but it's a big sport.  So hopefully it will be a big thing.  

We certainly are very proud.   

 

I was going to tell you one little funny story actually.  We played British Masters about two 

months ago and I played just in front of Thorbjorn, and this is Thursday morning and I think 

we teed off at about 7:30, 7:40.  I make a putt on the second hole of the tournament on 

Thursday morning.  Thorbjorn's right behind me, he's up on the fairway.  I make a fist pump, 

I'm like yeah.  And like after the round he comes up to me and he goes like, "Did I see a fist 

pump at 7:50 in the morning?"  It was nice to this time fist pump, we were both in on it, so 

that made a big difference.  But it really is very different when there are two of you out there.  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I fist pumped on the second hole of this tournament 

Thursday morning, so I don't know. 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  We're in the same boat. 
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Q.  Thorbjorn, how did that first champagne go down and what's plans for tonight, are 

you taking Soren out on the town?  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  We're actually both flying tonight, but I'll definitely have a few 

more champagnes, that's for sure.  It will be a lot quicker flight than it would have been if we 

lost, so it's going to be easier to go 20 hours on the plane. 

 

Q.  Thorbjorn, I think you mentioned this earlier but for both of you, you were 

watching the scoreboards early on before that eighth hole.  Are you normally 

scoreboard watchers, both of you, or did one of you have to stop telling the other one 

what's going on?  How did that work?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  I am definitely a scoreboard watcher.  I think it's very important to 

see what's happening, what you have to do.  I actually thought, I think it was down 16 or 

something, I said to Soren, I said, "I think we're only 18 under," and we were 19 under.  I just 

missed that.  But no, I definitely always watch the scoreboard. 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  I don't, actually.  Normally I don't, but this week I couldn't help not 

looking.  Sort of the scoreboard was looking at me so I didn't have much chance.  But again, 

with the whole team thing, it changes everything.  Normally I'm quite disciplined and don't 

look, but today I certainly did. 

 

Q.  Just following up a little from the gentleman earlier who asked you have you been 

aware of the support you've had from Denmark over this past few days, have you had 

a lot of support from home other than family and friends, of course? 

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  For me, no, it's been mostly friends and family texting me.  You 

know, I haven't actually looked that much in the media in Denmark so I don't know if there's 

been any writing or anything, but I got a lot of text messages.  And also from the Danish 

guys on Tour, on the European Tour and Challenge Tour, they've sent a lot of messages so 

that's been really nice. 

 

Q.  For both of you, what's next for you guys? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  I've got I think it's seven weeks off.  My next tournament will be the 

Sony Open in Hawaii in January and then I'm going to play PGA Tour first four months of 

next year, so that's my plan. 

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I have sort of a month off as well.  Then we'll get started 

after the new year. 

 

Q.  Does it mean anything more to have played and beaten the Americans in the final 

group together? 
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THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it was great, to be honest.  They're both really, really nice 

guys, Rickie and Jimmy, and we had a good time out there.  But obviously America's a huge 

country and Denmark is a very, very little country and it's definitely a nice feeling to beat 

them.  

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Well, I agree. 

 

Q.  What do you think Princess Mary's thinking about this right now? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, I don't know.  Hopefully we'll get like a written notice.  We both 

know her husband a little bit, so who knows.  We might get a little hello from them. 

 

MODERATOR:  Congratulations again and enjoy the champagne. 
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