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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   TEAM USA 
    RICKIE FOWLER & JIMMY WALKER     
26 November 2016  
 

 

Q.  Jimmy and Rickie, solid day today, you got yourself back in contention for 

tomorrow? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, we did.  Seemed like Rickie hit pretty much every approach shot 

and I had all the putts and I got some putts to go in in the middle of the round and we just 

kept playing solid with some really good pars and it was a nice finish. 

 

Q.  The first day you did the same sort of thing, you were solid, conservative off the 

tee, had a good, solid round.  Same sort of plan you played today, Rickie?    

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, stick to the same game plan.  No reason to push out there in 

alternate shot.  There's some places where you can get yourself in some trouble pretty 

quickly if you hit it offline.  So a little bit more conservative off the tee, just take a little bit of 

stress off of the two of us.  We had to get up and down a couple times.  We made a good 

par on 16.  And you're going to make bogeys, you're going to have mistakes that happen in 

alternate shot, but the more you can kind of keep moving forward and keeping it simple, 

we've done a good job of that the first day and today as well. 

 

Q.  You're in the last group tomorrow, that's ideally what you wanted to do? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, if you can do that every week, that's a good place to be, last round 

going into the last day.  I'm excited, I know Rickie's excited and we're looking forward to a 

good day. 

 

Q.  One last question, I wasn't with you but there was a little bit of an incident on 16.  

What happened there and can you explain that a little bit to us?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  It was me.  I was kind of in the bush, and I went in to take my stance, 

which you're allowed to do in the last obtrusive way.  I didn't take a practice swing.  What 

they were worried about was that I improved my line of play, which I didn't.  The bush really 

wasn't in play.  I had to hit a little draw.  It wasn't a big deal and you can see on the video 

that the pieces out in front didn't move.  We all concluded, the group and the officials, that 

everything was fine.  

 

Q.  Final round on Sunday, right where you want to be? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah.  I mean, it would be nice to be out front or a little closer, but with 

where we were coming into today, just putting up a solid round of golf was that we wanted to 
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do.  We did that and we gave ourselves a chance going into tomorrow.  It's going to take 

some good golf and some birdies obviously, but it will be nice being in that final group to 

know exactly where we stand. 

 

Q.  Does that give you confidence going into tomorrow?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, alternate shot really in a way, you don't want to give up anything, 

you don't want to lose ground.  It's a tough format and I feel like we've done a good job the 

first day, today as well just going out, taking care of business. We're going to make 

mistakes.  I think we minimized as much as possible, and 5 under through two rounds 

alternate shot around this place in some wind is good golf.  So I know we're both excited for 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Given how the Danes are playing, do you have a score in mind you want to shoot 

tomorrow to catch them? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I don't think so.  I think Rick and I just need to go out and make a bunch 

of birdies.  That's all we can do.  I know we think our best golf's still in front of us, so we'll go 

out tomorrow and see what happens. 

 

Q.  Are you surprised how long the officials took on the video at 16? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  It's a sensitive matter and I know they want to get it right.  So I know they 

looked at it quite a few times and they brought us the video to look at and we all concluded 

that everything was fine, our playing competitors and the officials. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  No, I didn't.  I knew the rule.  I knew you could take a stance.  I got in 

there, I didn't take a practice swing.  I know you can't knock anything off once you get in 

there and take your stance.  I didn't even get that far into the bush, still really close to the 

ball, so all clear. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) knowing it's best ball tomorrow, or would you like to be closer?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  You'd always like to be closer.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, you'd love to be closer, like I said, out front, but with being what 

were we, 6 back? 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, we have a great shot to go do something really cool and fun 

tomorrow. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  We got ourselves back in a better position than we were in.  And then in 

the final group where we're going to be playing with the guys and seeing what they're doing 
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and potentially what we need to do. 

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Put some pressure on them. 
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