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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   TEAM DENMARK 
    SOREN KJELDSEN & THORBJORN OLESEN   
26 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Welcome again to Team Denmark.  You're making a nice habit of joining us 

in the media center, boys.  I'm sure you don't mind.  Start with you, Thorbjorn.  Going into 

the final day with a four-shot lead, that's quite a healthy advantage but you're not resting on 

your laurels.  I'm sure you want to drive home your advantage tomorrow.  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, for sure.  We showed yesterday that a really low score is 

possible out there in the four-ball.  I had a seven-shot lead in Turkey and it got down to one 

shot very quickly, so I know how quick this game can go sometimes.  It's definitely not going 

to be easy tomorrow.  There's a lot of great players here and a lot of birdies out there.  It's a 

four-shot lead, which is really nice, but it's not going to be easy. 

 

MODERATOR:  And you, Soren, tomorrow's a new day but having shot 60 yesterday in the 

four-balls, that gives you a lot of confidence to take into that format on the final day?  

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, I think we played really well for three days, with today no 

exception.  Obviously it's a different format and I think the quality of play again today was 

very high and we need to keep that going.  As Thorbjorn says, a lot of birdies will be made 

tomorrow so we've got to try and make those birdies. 

 

Q.  Does two of you defending a four-shot lead in this format tomorrow make it easier 

than normal defense of a four-shot lead, like if one of you is off, the other one can 

pick up the slack if you know what I mean?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it's definitely easier best-ball than playing on your own, I will 

say.  But yeah, I said that it's not going to be easy but it's definitely nice to have a partner out 

there.  Like Soren said earlier, we've had a great week so far.  We've had fun out there.  

Even though we made a couple of bogeys, we still have fun and enjoyed each other's 

company, so that's what we have to do tomorrow again. 

 

Q.  Soren, playing with the USA, does that make any difference?  They'll be playing 

obviously in the final pairing with you, a major champion, a PLAYERS champion in 

Rickie.  Two of the most popular and best-known golfers.  Does it make any difference 

who you play with under those circumstances?  

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Well, it shouldn't.  They're not going to play my Srixon or Thorbjorn's 

Titleist, so if it affects us, it's our own fault, that's for sure.  But we need to keep doing what 

we've been doing.  Like Thorbjorn said, we've had a lot of fun and we've had a lot of fun on 
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the course as well, which I think is the key.  I think playing this game with a smile on your 

face makes it slightly easier, so that's one of the keys for tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Soren, are you aware of how many World Cups you've actually played and do you 

know what your previous best finish has been? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Well, I didn't know coming into this week, but at the official opening 

they told me this was my sixth so I haven't done particularly well in this, so if that's what 

you're sort of referring to. 

 

Q.  No, I'm not, not at all.  What's your best? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Don't know. 

 

Q.  Thorbjorn, you've got a good habit of playing well in Australia.  You must love 

coming here?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I love this country.  Obviously the golf courses are amazing, 

the ones I've played, and that makes it easier.  But I also think the city itself, Melbourne is a 

great place with good food and really nice people.  Hotel is great.  There's nothing really to 

put a finger on.  People love sport down here, so it's very nice for us to come down and play 

golf here.  I hope in the future there will be more tournaments where we can come down and 

play. 

 

Q.  Is the tactic tomorrow defensive or attack? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  It's attack, for sure, and it has been even in the foursomes, I think.  

We try to take shots on, we try to keep pushing.  Certainly in the four-ball even more so 

probably.  End of the day, you've got to hit quality shots, but I think it's probably more a 

mental thing than a strategic thing.  You need to get up on the shots and put the images that 

you want in your head instead of what you don't want.  It's not like we're just going to aim at 

every pin with 4-irons, whatever, but you need to get into that mindset of trying to take things 

on. 

 

Q.  I guess we shouldn't get too far ahead of ourselves, but can you give us a feel for 

what a win of this nature might mean for golf in your country? 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Let's not try to get ahead of ourselves.  Easy.  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  We'll see if it happens. 

 

MODERATOR:  I guess we'll find out tomorrow, chaps.  Best of luck. 
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