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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   TEAM DENMARK 
    SOREN KJELDSEN & THORBJORN OLESEN   
25 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  Welcome to Team Denmark off a sensational round.  Start with you, 

Thorbjorn.  Your playing partner said how well you played today.  I'm sure you're delighted 

with that score.  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, no, it was great.  I feel like we both were playing well 

actually.  We kept the ball in play all the time and Soren got it started by holing that second 

shot.  Was amazing.  Then I chipped in for eagle as well.  Yeah, combined with it, we did 

very well today.  Obviously 60 would have been fun to shooting 59, but it was a great score 

and we had a lot of fun, so yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  To you, Soren.  You said out there that you could play Kingston Heath for 

the rest of your life.  You obviously like this place.   

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, it's brilliant.  It's my favorite kind of golf, especially with the wind 

blowing.  You've got to control the ball, you've got to always thinking about the angles that 

you leave yourself.  It's just a lot of fun playing like this.  It's not just, you don't just get up 

and just whack it as hard as you can, you have to think your way around and I enjoy that. 

 

Q.  Thorbjorn perhaps first, what hole do you start thinking about 59 and do you 

mention it to your partner?  Do the two of you talk about it or is it the elephant in the 

room?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Well, I definitely thought about it I think with three or four holes to 

go.  I didn't actually know what the par was on this course but I thought 13 would definitely 

make it.  Yeah, I had it in my mind.  I was still trying to play the same golf and keep on being 

aggressive.  Unfortunately we came up one short, but Soren hit an amazing shot on 18 and 

it was great to finish that way. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  No, no, we didn't talk about it. 

 

Q.  Do you say to yourself, talk to us about the relationship between both of you on 

the course.  You're a little bit more experienced, I don't want to say older but I'll say 

the older one and he's sort of like the flashy younger player.  Do you see yourself as 

the calm influence on the two of you? 
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SOREN KJELDSEN:  I don't know.  We were talking yesterday, my caddie and I about so 

impressed with Thorbjorn's attitude out there yesterday.  He suddenly didn't needed to be 

like kept under control.  He was in a great mood all day, great attitude.  Yeah, I suppose I 

think temperament-wise, I don't think we're that different.  I think game-wise we're very 

different.  Thorbjorn's very flashy, he hits it very far from the tee and overall just got an 

amazing game, where I'm sort of, you know, I'm sort of the -- I'm like a train, I arrive on time 

but without too much of the flashy stuff.   

 

But it's a good combination.  I think sometimes it's actually an advantage that you don't play 

the same game, and I think we didn't pay a lot of attention to who was going to hit first.  I 

actually think it worked out really well.  I was driving it, you know, pretty short but pretty 

straight.  I was in the fairway the whole time.  And then Thorbjorn can get up and feel nice 

and loose and rip it out there, so it worked out. 

 

Q.  Thorbjorn, if he's the train that arrives on time, what does that make you?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Well, like sunset there at the end, it's great, he hits first and he 

was driving it very well today.  He was in the middle of the fairway almost every time.  And 

yeah, it kept me relaxed.  I know I can trust Soren.  He was playing well and that definitely 

relaxed me and I was trying to be aggressive out there but still think about it.  So yeah, it 

was good. 

 

Q.  Gentlemen, congratulations.  Those two shots you spoke about, Thorbjorn, the 

eagle and the holed shot, can you just describe those, please?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  It's probably better if Soren describes that second shot. 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  I had 139 meters on the 3rd there straight into the breeze, or wind I 

should say, it was very strong.  I hit like a little 6-iron, cut it nice, penetrating flight and off it 

went. 

 

Q.  And the eagle?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, Soren just had the same chip as me actually so I could see 

the line.  As soon as it came off the blade, I knew it had a pretty good chance.  Yeah, it just 

looked very good the whole way.  It's a long time since I've had a chip-in actually so it was a 

great feeling. 

 

Q.  Gents, the way you played today with a 60, how do you adjust that game that you 

brought today when you have to revert back to foursomes tomorrow, if you do at all?   

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Well, I thought we were pretty aggressive yesterday.  Anyway, like 

our mindset was aggressive yesterday, I thought.  Having said that, we played, you know, it 

was quality.  We didn't get in too much trouble, but I think it's dangerous to be too 

conservative in foursome.  You still have to shoot a score.  I think we didn't really adjust a 
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whole lot today.  I just think with two balls, we kept playing solidly and gave ourselves a lot of 

chances.  It seemed like if I hit a good shot, either Thorbjorn hit it stiff or hit it outside me and 

then made the putt, so I didn't get much putting practice.  I'll do some this afternoon.  But I 

think both days we've been nice, positive and aggressive attitude and that shouldn't change 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Have either of you flirted with a 59 before individually?    

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  I think I've shot 61, so not really, nothing that close. 

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  I'm the same, 61, yeah. 

 

Q.  Did that feel more fun to do it with a mate?  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it would be great.  It's almost a little bit easier in a best-ball 

to shoot 59 on your own, but it would still be very special, especially with a great partner. 

 

Q.  Can I ask you the number on your last drive and your reaction on the tee, it looked 

like you lost it left or in the pot or something?  

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  No, I knew I could carry that bunker but I hit it a little bit on the toe.  

I didn't think it was going to carry the bunker, but obviously when it hit the ground, it just 

chased a long way up there.  No, it was nice to walk down to actually see it in the middle of 

the fairway and almost a little bit too close to the green for that shot, but then Soren hit it stiff 

and I didn't really need to do much. 

 

Q.  Soren, if you're the train, what does that make him given that sort of shot?  

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, I certainly don't struggle with having too short on the par 4s a 

lot.  Thorbjorn's got an amazing game and it's so much fun playing with him.  There's 

nothing he can't do.  I tried to, I tried to keep calm and play my ball, but it's fun watching. 

 

Q.  I'm sure you're good mates with the Swedes, but is it good to beat your neighbors 

there as well?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, we know each other very well.  We've both been playing a 

lot with Alex especially and also David a few times when I was in America.  Yeah, they're 

really nice guys, both of them, so it was great to be playing with them both days.  Maybe we 

can play with them on Sunday. 

 

Q.  Good to be ahead of Sweden?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it feels great.  Obviously there's a bit of competition 

between the countries, especially in football, but (inaudible) golf, so yeah, obviously it's great 

to beat them. 
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Q.  I know there's still a long way to go, but leading into this week, even maybe in the 

last few weeks when you've been talking about this, did you feel, did you discuss 

having a realistic chance of winning this title?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  No, we hadn't discussed that, but I feel like we've been -- Soren's 

especially has played great for a long time and he's been very, very steady.  Obviously with 

my win in Turkey and feel like I've progressed very well the last month and a half.  So yeah, 

personally I felt like we had a decent chance to be in contention this week and have a 

chance on Sunday.  Denmark has been close before, Thomas and Soren has been very 

close to winning World Cup, so it would obviously be an amazing experience to stand there 

some day and win a trophy. 

 

Q.  One more from me.  Was your inclusion in the Denmark side automatic, were you 

No. 1 in terms of the rankings?   

 

THORBJORN OLESEN:  Yes, we were.   

 

SOREN KJELDSEN:  One and two. 
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