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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TEAM USA  
     RICKIE FOWLER & JIMMY WALKER    
24 November 2016  
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  We want to welcome Team USA here.  Solid first round, 2 under par.  First 

of all, happy Thanksgiving.    

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Thank you.  Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

MODERATOR:  Anything specific you're thankful for out on the golf course today after a 

good opening round?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Thankful for a stud partner.  

 

MODERATOR:  Nothing wrong with that.  And you? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I could say the same.  We worked well together out there and hit the 

shots and made some putts when we needed it.  But obviously we're thankful for everyone 

back home and families back home and thankful that they allowed us to come down here.  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  No kidding, no kidding.  It was kind of tough.  It's a big week for us at 

home.  Thanksgiving's a big holiday.  A good first round and I think it paid off being down 

here, so go ahead and start with some questions. 

 

Q.  Who was the star of the day?  Who holed all the putts? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think we can go both sides.  We both, I think, did some great things out 

there.  Holing a bunker shot, him --  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Rickie putted really good.  He made a bunch of clutch putts middle of the 

round, beginning of the round.  I kind of followed suit there a little bit, made a couple.  He 

putted really good.  That really saved us in the middle of the day. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I'd say Jimmy gets the ball-striking award.  I may have made 

more putts but I think I had more looks.  Yeah, we just worked well together.  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  You had to make a lot of par putts.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Good thing they went in.  

 

Q.  Where did you hole the bunker shots? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  13, I think.  13, and then birdied the two after that. 

 

Q.  You talked about Thanksgiving.  I think a lot of Australians underestimated how 

important that is for you guys coming down this week.  Can you elaborate on how 

significant it is to be away on such a special day for Americans?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  For me, I have fond memories of grandparents coming and, you know, 

who are no longer with us and cooking and just being together.  It's about family for us at 

Thanksgiving and giving thanks for everything that we have.  So I've kind of -- I miss the 

grandparents, so that's -- for me it's a reflection on that.  I looked at a bunch of pictures this 

morning online and stuff that I've had and got to see dad's dad, mom's dad, mom's mom.  I 

mean, it's cool and that was a big week for us, Thanksgiving, because that's when we all got 

together. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's tough.  I've had to miss some Thanksgivings over the past few 

years.  And then seeing some pictures and videos of my family there at my grandparents' 

house.  They're out playing golf, hanging out, having a good time, cooking.  We always 

would -- from my Japanese side of the family, we would always make homemade sushi and 

that was always kind of a fun thing for us, and still have a typical Thanksgiving dinner.  But it 

was just being able to all be together.  Not that we had a big family, but just those few 

people.  It's not just the day, it's usually three, four, five days that everyone's hanging out 

and then a little break and then you've got Christmas.  So I'm looking forward to some good 

off time.  I'll be back in California a bit.  My sister's going to get married before Christmas 

and I'm looking forward to kind of making up for some missed time down here. 

 

Q.  Would winning make the trip worthwhile for Thanksgiving?   

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, I know we didn't come down here to play for second.  So if we can 

get that big old cup and bring a win back home, that would definitely make the trip 

worthwhile. 

 

Q.  But you had your own Thanksgiving dinner?   

 

JIMMY WALKER:  I think we have something lined up, don't we?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think they've prepared some stuff here at the course for us.  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Very cool. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  We'll get our little treat, so definitely appreciate that from everyone here 

at Kingston Heath. 

 

Q.  Just a quick non-Thanksgiving question, I think I counted seven bunker shots, I 

think you played nearly all of them, Jimmy.  Can you walk off with 2 under having 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

been in the sand that much and be a little bit happier as well?  

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, I think like you look at our round, I think we got everything out of it 

we could get out of it today, and that's what it takes to play well and to stay in a golf 

tournament.  We didn't have the easiest bunker shots.  There were a couple of them that 

were short-sided and it gave them -- I gave him a couple of tough putts and he buried them.  

He hit a great bunker shot over there on the short par 4 and then I make a bunker shot and 

then it kind of propels you on, just a little spark.  So it played tough, it really did.  I thought 

starting today if you shot anything under par today, it was going to be pretty good.  Those 

into-the-wind holes, I think this is one of the tougher winds for the golf course because all the 

par 5s play straight into the fan.  So I thought anything under par today was going to be a 

good score and we battled all day and it really was a battle. 

 

Q.  How hard is it to stay in the moment, the momentum with the alternate shot format 

because sometimes when you're not hitting off the tee for three or four holes, 

circumstances dictate that's the way it goes? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I hadn't hit a driver until No. 8.  You go from warmup on the range 

to I played both the par 3s, hit a few approach shots but I hadn't hit anything over maybe 

8-iron or so.  Then to hit driver, that's an hour and a half later or so.  Yeah, it's different, but 

you kind of know what to expect.  You hit the shots when you get to hit them.  That's what 

we did today.  We got everything out of it we could and we've always partnered well, so we'll 

keep that going. 

 

Q.  We just spoke to Adam and Marc and there was a bit of a somber feel, which Marc 

pointed out and lightened the mood a little bit, but how hard is it to stay up?  And 

they're at 2 over, just four shots behind as they said, but it can feel worse than it is, 

can't it, on the course, in foursomes in particular?    

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, I mean, it's tough.  You've got to just realize it is the first day and 

there's three more days.  And you've got one more day of alternate shot where if you go out 

and you really both put on a display of ball striking and putting, you can kind of lap the field.  

Somebody could have done that today but it played tough.  You can also have a ton of fire 

power in the best-ball day. 

 

Our big goal today was just for us to go out and have a good time and have fun.  I think that 

showed.  We had a good time.  I know I did. 

 

Q.  Is the strategy going to change tomorrow with a new format?  Will you be more 

aggressive tomorrow? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  At times if the door opens where we can.  Our strategy off the tee I think 

is pretty well set with what we feel comfortable with and what suits the hole, but there are a 

couple holes out here where if one guy's driving it a little bit better than the other that we 

may be able to push it and take a little bit of a chance.  That's something that you don't really 
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do in alternate shot just because you're trying to pick your way out of the golf course and 

basically stay away from trouble.   

 

Tomorrow, like I said, depending on where the wind's at, it will give us a couple options but 

still sticking to -- I know I'm going to stick to my game plan on what I felt was the best way to 

get around the course and, like I said, there are a couple options.   

 

JIMMY WALKER:  Yeah, we've always talked about having two putts is nice, so that's kind 

of, kind of go from there. 

 

MODERATOR:  Congratulations, great round. 
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